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Dear Brethren and Friends,
Greetings from Charlotte! Many outstanding expressions of love and loyalty

were shown all through our Passover trip in late March and early April of this year.
My wife Sheryl and I were able to travel to Houston and Austin, Texas and to my
old home town of Joplin, Missouri. The brethren in both Texas and Missouri were
extremely warm and dedicated—and I hear from our ministry that it has been the
same across the United States and around the world. So, we are very grateful for the
degree of unity and love we are experiencing in the Living Church of God. And He
is now giving us solid growth in numbers for many months—as our attendance
for the first three months of 2010 has been up an encouraging 8.6 percent over the
same period a year earlier. Our Tomorrow’s World television program continues to
bring in wonderful results, and our impact through the Internet is growing.

But, as world events become more ominous, and as Satan will no doubt begin
to attack God’s people more and more, we all need increased spiritual strength! As
some of our older members and loved ones die, and even if others we care about
become spiritually disoriented or fall away from the Truth, we ourselves must
build a depth of understanding and of faith so that we are—through God’s help and
His Spirit within us—virtually unshakable. Brethren, we all need to have the mind
of Jesus Christ to go through the variety of trials and tests that lie just ahead.

God inspired the Apostle Paul to tell us, “Let this mind be in you which was
also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5). Yes, we should all be willing to “give our-
selves” to God and to our fellow man as Christ did. And the Bible is literally full
of similar exhortations to act and to think like Christ and like God the Father.

So, a little later in his letter to the Philippians, Paul encouraged the
brethren to forget “those things which are behind” and to “press toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” Then, Paul con-
cluded, “Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in any-
thing you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you” (Philippians 3:15).

Paul instructs us all, “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your
mind on things above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3:1–2). There are
innumerable similar scriptures exhorting all Christians to “think like God.”
For God is now making us even more fully “in His image” in a profound way,
by imparting to us—through His inspired word and His Holy Spirit—the very
mind of Jesus Christ.

Putting it another way, the Apostle John quotes Jesus Christ saying, “He who
eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him” (John 6:56). To
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the degree that Christ “lives” in each of us, we will have the mind
of Christ. We will increasingly learn to think like God in every
facet of our lives—in every area of our human experience.

Over the years, some of our brethren in Arkansas have told
me about a remarkable lady—a true “mother in the Lord” to
many—who helped them and was able to impart spiritual wis-
dom in a special way. Her name was Ms. Ethel Crotzer—and this
dear lady recently died at age 86. My daughter, Elizabeth, and her
husband served in that area with this lady for a few years, but
have recently been transferred to Great Britain to serve the
brethren there. Here is what Elizabeth wrote to me, just a short
time ago, about some of the last words she heard this remarkable
Christian woman speak: “I talked for almost an hour the week
before Passover, then giving the phone to Rick so he could also
visit with her. During that conversation, for the first time in my
life I was motivated to grab my pen and write down a person’s ac-
tual words as they spoke. I don’t believe in premonitions, but two
different things she said to me just struck me as being vitally im-
portant for me to meditate on before Passover. They are very
simple, really—as “Granny” was a down-to-earth, practical
woman of God. The first thing she said that I wrote word for
word was, ‘If we’re not learning to think like God, then we’re wast-
ing our time.’ The other quote I jotted down had to do with those
who don’t believe in Church government: ‘If you don’t think Jesus
Christ can run His Church, then you don’t know Jesus Christ.’”

Dear brethren, I have to say a hearty “Amen” to those
words from “Granny” Crotzer. It is vital for us to realize that if
we are not learning to think like God, we are wasting our time!

As we learn to think like God, we will develop a more mature
and balanced view of music, art, literature and every area of life.
For instance—while I am writing this—the news is reporting
about the terrible dust cloud, created by the erupting Eyjafjalla-
jokull volcano in Iceland, which is covering western Europe and
stranding thousands of airline fliers. Some of those affected almost
seem to be crying out, “This is the end!” Yet, as most of you real-
ize, many, many such events will occur with increasing ferocity
over the next several years, before Christ returns. For the Bible
states, “And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the
stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea
and the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them from fear and the
expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the
powers of the heavens will be shaken” (Luke 21:25–26).

In an entirely different arena of life, many of our young peo-
ple may be disoriented or led astray by the constant bombardment
of misinformation by homosexual activists. One charge they
commonly spout is that homosexuals are “born that way”—and
that as a result they have no choice but to commit homosexual acts!
Of course, if we really understand that God is wise and loving,
we will know that this cannot be true! Otherwise, why would
Jesus Christ—the “Rock” of Israel (1 Corinthians 10:4)—com-

Continued on page 25



ne key way in which
we in the Living
Church of God fulfill
the commission Jesus

Christ gave to His Church is that
we strive to: “Learn and practice
servant leadership in all our deal-
ings with others.” This is one of
the seven elements of our com-
mission that I described most re-
cently in my article, “The
PURPOSE for God’s Church” in
the May-June 2009 issue of the
Living Church News. 

But are all of us, in every way,
truly practicing servant leadership
as we should? 

In our previous association,
some (not most!) of the ministers
tended to act in a high-handed
way. They often had the deacons
and others waiting on them—
looking after their chil dren, mow-
ing their lawns, cleaning their
homes, etc. And they often would
not really listen if someone had a
problem, or expressed a concern
about their approach. A few of
these ministers were noted for
strongly correcting anyone who
“got in their way.” They were,
sometimes, “little dictators!” 

Then, there were the “super-
dea cons”—again a small minority,
but hurtful just the same. They
were also high-handed and
bossy—constantly showing off the
“great authority” they had as dea-
cons. Because of all this, some of
the brethren felt that the ministers
and deacons were too heavy-
handed, and that they did not

have a genuine serving attitude—
and that, often, even older mem-
berscould be unkind or uncaring
to the newer or more sensi tive
brethren. 

The Apostle Paul was inspired
to tell us: “We who are strong
ought to bear with the failings of
the weak, and not to please our-
selves; let each of us please his
neighbor for his good, to edify
him” (Romans 15:1–2, RSV). If
any of us are placed in a position
of authority within the church, we
must always remember that it is
for service—not to show how im-
portant we are. We should often
remember to read and meditate on
Jesus’ instruction to His disciples
along these lines. After Jesus de-
tect ed an attitude of self-exaltation
and competition among some of
His disciples, He called them to
Himself and told them: “You know
that the rulers of the Gentiles lord
it over them, and those who are
great exer cise authority over them.
Yet it shall not be so among you;
but whoever desires to become
great among you, let him be your
servant. And whoev er desires to
be first among you, let him be your
slave—just as the Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give His life a ransom
for many” (Matthew 20:25–28).

So the attitude and approach of
service must be demonstrated in
our dealing with others. Each of us
in any position should try to use
that position as an opportunity—
not to aggrandize ourselves—but
to gen uinely help, encourage,
strengthen and serve our fellow
brethren. Often, this will involve
exercising patience and humility

when those we are serv ing some-
times oppose us or some times “get
their feelings hurt” too easily, or try
to undermine us in some way.
Sadly, my dear brethren, human na-
ture will always be with us! 

But we must learn to sin-
cerely listen to others and try to
respond to any reasonable sug-
gestions and even learn from
those we are serving.

Jesus Christ said that the sec-
ond great commandment is: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself”
(Matthew 22:39). We must con-
stant ly think on this command if
we are to be genuine Christians. If
we are in positions of authority, we
should especially try to be sensi-
tive to the potential, the plans,
hopes and dreams of those who
work under us. We should try to
use them to the maximum of their
human potential for the sake of
the task at hand. At the same time,
we should try to help and nurture
them as human beings—not just
“use them up” in doing a job to ac-
complish something we want
done. We should try to “get inside
their heads” to understand how
they think—their problems at
home, their health problems, their
reactions to their fellow workers
or supervisors and their ultimate
goals in their career. As best we
can, we should try to help them
fulfill their hopes and, as stated be-
fore, their human potential. 

Therefore, if we are “impor-
tant” enough to be in a position of
leader ship, we had better learn to
be “big” enough to think through all
these things and try to serve those
who are assisting us! Again, Jesus
said: “It is more blessed to give than
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to receive” (Acts 20:35). Brethren, if
we are sin cerely trying to give ourselves
to oth ers—to lay down our lives for
our fellow man—we will always tend
to reflect servant leadership in our rela-
tionships with others. If we are, in fact,
their “leader” in the sense of being over
some project, some com mittee or per-
haps a deacon, dea coness or elder in
the Church, we should always ap-
proach our respon sibility with the
thought: “How can I best give and
serve the people who will be working
with me in the pro ject at
hand?” In all that we do, we
should be reflecting the attitude
of Jesus Christ—the very One
who gave Himself and even
His life blood for all of us! 

Jesus said: “A new com-
mand ment I give to you, that
you love one another; as I have
loved you, that you also love
one another. By this all will
know that you are My disci-
ples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:34–35).
This sign of gen uinely loving
and serving one anoth er
should be reflected whether we
are “in charge” of a project,
leading others, or if we are “under”
someone else who is in authority. In
any case, we should try to help each
other, back each other up to the degree
we can, and genuinely serve one an-
oth er—as we are serving Christ. 

Experiencing the interaction with
fellow Christians in God’s Church—
which is Christ’s body— and learning
to occasionally lead or be responsible
for oth ers is part of our training to be
kings and priests in Christ’s coming
Kingdom. The Apostle Paul tells us:
“Do you not know that the saints will
judge the world? And if the world will
be judged by you, are you unworthy to
judge the smallest mat ters? Do you not
know that we shall judge angels? How
much more, things that pertain to this
life? If then you have judgments con-
cern ing things pertaining to this life,

do you appoint those who are least es-
teemed by the church to judge? I say
this to your shame. Is it so, that there is
not a wise man among you, not even
one, who will be able to judge between
his brethren?” (1 Corinthians 6:2–5). 

We are to learn to properly and
fairly discern various situations in
our interaction with others. We
should constantly ask God to give us
wisdom—and to help us be equitable
and fair. We should study the statutes
of God in the Old Testament. And

certainly we should study and medi-
tate upon the teachings and exam ples
of Christ and the apostles as they
magnified God’s law in the New Tes-
tament. Then, with God’s help, we
can learn to rightly judge the situa-
tions that are presented to us in the
Church and in the Work of God. But
again, in all this, our attitude should
be one of serving in the fear of God. 

Since all of us will eventually be
kings and priests if we are counted
worthy of the Kingdom of God, we
should apply the principles of the Apos-
tle Peter’s instruction to the elders. For
we will be far more than human elders
as we become kings in God’s Kingdom.
Here is what God inspired Peter to
write: “The elders who are among you
I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and

also a par taker of the glory that will be
revealed: Shepherd the flock of God
which is among you, serving as over-
seers, not by compulsion but willing ly,
not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor
as being lords over those entrust ed to
you, but being examples to the flock;
and when the Chief Shepherd appears,
you will receive the crown of glory that
does not fade away. Likewise you
younger people, submit yourselves to
your elders. Yes, all of you be submis-
sive to one another, and be clothed with

humility, for ‘God resists the
proud, but gives grace to the
humble’” (1 Peter 5:1–5). 

You will note that those in
charge—“overseers”—are to
serve eagerly and honestly and
humbly. They are not to be
“lords” over those entrusted to
their care. In all things they
should be “examples” to the
flock. Each of us, fellow brethren
and ministers, must apply these
principles to ourselves. And we
must certainly follow Peter’s in-
struction, “Therefore humble
your selves under the mighty
hand of God, that He may exalt
you in due time” (v. 6). 

In all of this, we will make mis-
takes from time to time. Human nature
is still with us! So we must repent of
our own mistakes, and we must con-
stantly forgive each other along the
way in an open and heart felt way—not
carrying grudges or hurt feelings. It is
vital that those of us in any posi tion of
authority or leadership must try to
carry out our responsibilities in the fear
of God, and in an attitude of deep love
and genuine service to those who are
working with us or who are under our
leadership in the project at hand. 

Let us all learn to reflect the mind
and attitude of Jesus Christ in this
way. Let us all learn to sincerely grow
in and practice ser vant leadership to
the glory and honor of the God we
serve and the Savior who gave Him-
self for us. 
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Human nature is still with us! So we must
repent of our own mistakes, and we must 

constantly forgive each other along the way
in an open and heart felt way—not carrying
grudges or hurt feelings. It is vital that each 
of us in any posi tion of authority or leadership

must try to carry out our responsibilities 
in the fear of God, and in an attitude of 

deep love and genuine service to those who
are working with us or who are under our

leadership in the project at hand. 



ur world today bursts with activity! Opportu-
nities and expectations abound. Knowledge is
constantly increasing, and the hustle and bus-

tle of daily life keeps us constantly on the
move, just as God prophesied would be the case at the end
of this age (Daniel 12:4).

Do you ever feel overwhelmed by the pace of life
today? Have you ever felt like a slave to your job or your
daily grind? Do you sometimes feel that your life is con-
trolling you, and that you have little or no control over
your own life? 

In short—is your life simply too busy? If so, is it pos-
sible that you have become “too busy for God”?

Maybe you have had the thought, “When things slow
down, I will finally be able to…”? Do you find yourself
wishing you could spend more time with family? That you
could spend more time with God? That you could catch
up on your Bible study? That you had more time to read
Church literature? That you could pray more? That you
could set aside some time to fast? 

Whatever it is you want to be doing, are you “too busy”
to do it?

If so, have you considered one sobering possibility—
that in the midst of all your activity, you are neglecting
your relationship with the Eternal, and that you may be
dangerously close to being too busy for God?

One of Satan’s most subtle deceptions is to keep us per-
petually “busy.” He constantly bombards us with distrac-
tions that he hopes will ultimately prevent us from entering
God’s Kingdom. Sometimes a “distraction” may not be
wrong in and of itself, but it can divert our attention from
more important matters—and, if we are not careful, can
cause us to forfeit our opportunity to become one of the
“firstfruits” in God’s soon-coming Kingdom. 

Writing to brethren in Ephesus, the Apostle Paul de-
scribes spiritual armor that, when used, will allow us to
successfully fend off the attacks of Satan and his “spiritual
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians
6:11–13). Paul goes on to describe the “fiery darts” Satan
uses to destroy the faith of God’s people (v. 16). But these
“darts” are not burning arrows or laser-guided missiles!
They are dastardly spiritual weapons employed by the
prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2). They con-
sist of thoughts, feelings, emotions, urges and impulses
through which Satan tries to enslave us. 

And one of Satan’s most effective and frequently em-
ployed “fiery darts” is the lie that we must be forever busy,
or always in a hurry! Satan delights in distracting us from

the things that really matter, by convincing us that nothing
can wait, that everything is as important as everything else,
and that we are failing or “missing out” if we are not con-
stantly active.

So, it is important that we as Christians take inventory
of our time. One way to do this would be to set aside a few
minutes to reflect on the past week. Ask yourself what tasks
you completed that were unnecessary, or perhaps even a
waste of your time. Consider the opportunities you missed
because you spent your time on something unnecessary or
unimportant. And as you review your activities of the past
week, ask yourself, “Was I too busy for God this week?”

God wants His people to “contend earnestly” for the
faith He revealed to us (Jude 3–4). If we spend so much
time on the unnecessary and the unimportant that we do
not find time for Him, how can we expect to hold on to
His Truth? In a world ruled by the “god of this age” (2
Corinthians 4:4), the Father knew we would be faced with
difficulty as we try to stay on the straight and narrow way
that leads to life (Matthew 7:13–14). 

To help us stay close to Him in the midst of our busy
lives, God has provided some vital “armor” that we must
use. He charges us to put on our salvation as a helmet that
will protect our mind and our grasp of His precious Truth
(1 Thessalonians 5:8). Through Paul, God admonishes us
to control our thoughts (2 Corinthians 10:3–6). Though
we have many responsibilities in the world we live in, we
need to work to become separate from that world, lest we
unwittingly engage in its sins (Revelation 18:4).

How, then, can we avoid Satan’s “busy trap” and be
sure that we are never “too busy for God”?

Avoid Society’s Deceptions

God warned, through the prophet Jeremiah, that His
people would be led astray by their leaders (Jeremiah
50:6). When God’s Church fell into apostasy after the death
of Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, deceitful leaders convinced
tens of thousands to turn away from God and worship Him
in vain (Mark 7:7). Those who have looked to godly lead-
ership have been spared, but thousands upon thousands
have returned eagerly to a deceived world. 

Do we look to the world for our examples of leader-
ship and insight? Or do we look to the Bible and the
Church? Do we look to society to determine what is right
and good, or do we look to God? 

As Christians, we live in the world—we must earn a
living to feed, clothe and house our families, and we must
learn how to interact with others in a Christian way. But we

Are You Too Busy for God?
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must not let the world become our top priority, such that
it draws us away from God’s Truth and His way of life. Ask
yourself, “Are my closest friends true Christians? Or do I
prefer to spend most of my time with people immersed in
the world?” It can be easy, and very tempting, to become
caught up in worldly pursuits. But, if we do so, we may
soon find our spiritual lives choked by the cares of this
world (Luke 8:4–15).

Jesus Christ warned that, even for some in the Church,
the cares of the world would choke out and override the
truth that is imparted by God Himself (Matthew 13:22).
This is a serious matter; God levels a weighty charge
against His rebellious people when they choose to pursue
their own ways of life and worship instead of what He has
plainly outlined (Haggai 1:9).

Is your perspective shaped more by the world or by
God’s word? Are you trying to “fit your Christianity” into
your activity in the world? Or are you a Christian first,
willing to modify and cut back your involvement with the
world to maintain your commitment to God? Here are a
few signs that you may have fallen into the trap of worldly
busyness, and that you may need to re-examine your 
priorities:

• Do you feel constantly busy, but wonder what you
have accomplished for it—why you have nothing to
show for all your activity?

• When sunset arrives on Friday evening, does it occur
to you that you have done no meaningful Bible study
since the previous Sabbath?

• When you arrive at Sabbath services, do you realize
that you have had no contact with brethren—by
phone, by computer, by card or letter, and maybe not
even by prayer—since the previous Sabbath?

• When you look at your busy schedule to see where you
could find the time for Bible study, prayer, and visit-
ing with brethren, do you find that no matter how
much you may want to do these things, you “don’t
have enough time in the day”?

If any of these apply to you, you are probably follow-
ing the deceptive lead of society, allowing Satan to keep
you “too busy for God.” So, what can you do about it?

Control Your Time

God exhorts us to maximize—not to waste—the pre-
cious time with which He blesses us (Ephesians 5:16;
Colossians 4:5). The Apostle Paul gave us this mandate be-
cause he knew that Satan has structured society in such a
way that our activities will quickly absorb all our time, if
we are not careful. To avoid squandering our time, in order
to maximize it for our good, we must first take time for

our daily prayer, Bible study and meditation. “But I don’t
have time!” some may complain. In fact, the Bible explains
that this daily contact with God actually “renews” the one
who prays, meditates and studies (2 Corinthians 4:16)! Far
from taking our time, contact with God establishes a foun-
dation for effective use of our time as Christians! Con-
necting with our King and our Life-Giver each day renews
us, rejuvenates us and helps us maintain perspective in a
world that has turned its eyes away from God.

Regarding the use of time, parents and other adults
have a special responsibility to set proper examples for
children—and not only in how they schedule their own
lives. When parents or guardians “overschedule” the
young people in their care—filling their days with so many
activities that little or no time is left for prayer and Bible
study—what kind of message are they sending?

Control Your Thoughts

Wise use of our time also requires that we control our
thoughts. Do you control your thoughts, or do you let oth-
ers control your thoughts for you (2 Corinthians 10:5)?
We must be aware of what we allow into our minds—what
we think about, focus upon and contemplate. Our
thoughts should be positive and productive, and must re-
flect God’s nature rather than the nature of the adversary
(Philippians 4:8–9). 

By learning to control our thoughts and our minds, we
are learning to avoid wasting time. God wants us to seek
first His kingdom and righteousness (Matthew 6:33).
Many of the activities that can fill our days may be putting
something else ahead of God, and may be putting Satan’s
thoughts into our minds. How much of our God-given
time do we waste? Ask yourself the following:

• How much time do I spend watching television or
movies? How much of this time is drawing me closer
to God? How much is pulling me further from Him?
Would I watch the same television shows or movies if
Jesus Christ were sitting in the room with me?

• How much time do I spend talking on the phone, chat-
ting with co-workers or visiting Web sites? How much
time do I spend playing video games, sending text
messages or using “social media” sites like Facebook?

• How much of my “busy” life intrudes into the Sab-
bath? Are there things I should be doing on the prepa-
ration day to make the Sabbath more of a delight? Are
there mundane tasks I do on the Sabbath that could
just as easily be done before or afterward?

For most of us, if we really examine carefully our
time and our priorities, we would have to admit that we
could be spending more time in prayer and Bible study.
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But are we willing to make the commitment to pull
back, even just a little bit, from our worldly “busyness”
in order to make time for God? If we are “too busy” 
for prayer and Bible study, we are probably cheating 
ourselves out of clear resolutions to trials we are now
enduring. 

In a powerful Living Church News editorial, Dr. Roder-
ick C. Meredith observed: “Satan has organized this world
so that—if you are not very careful—you will find your-
self watching inane programs on the television, talking
aimlessly on the telephone, reading things that do not help
you grow toward your Christian goal and doing other
things that simply “kill” your time. Satan knows that if he
can simply “take your time” then he will end up taking
your very life! Your life is your time” (“Give Your Life—
Your Time—to God!”, July-August 2008, p. 3).

One way to master time is to schedule our days, rather
than just “let things happen.” Sometimes, inevitably, we
are caught off-guard by unplanned events. If we have not
previously scheduled our time, and set certain unshakable
priorities like prayer and Bible study, these most important
priorities will be neglected when unforeseen events arise.
So, we must prioritize how we spend our precious, God-
given time.

Maintain Your Focus

As Christians, we must maintain a proper focus.
Christ commanded us to seek first both His kingdom and
His righteousness (Matthew 6:33). Notice that this scrip-
ture does not say “Seek first your worldly responsibili-
ties. Then, if there is time, seek God’s kingdom and
righteousness.” We will not make it into God’s Kingdom
based solely on “good intentions” and the self-deception
that “God understands how busy I am.” Can you hon-
estly say that you think about God’s kingdom every day?
Do you pray about, and consider how to grow in, God’s
righteousness every day? What do you spend most of
your day doing? What do you spend most of your time
thinking about?

Distractions abound in the world around us, as we
can understand from the Bible’s account of Christ’s
friends Mary and Martha. Shortly before His death,
Christ gathered with His disciples. Mary and Martha
were both helping to serve the meal, but one of them
fell into Satan’s “trap of busyness.” Mary made the most
of her opportunity to hear from the Messiah one more
time, while Martha was distracted with much serving
(Luke 10:38–42). 

Martha was showing “outflowing concern” for the
dinner guests, lovingly serving them—right? Well,
Martha became so “distracted with much serving” that
she lost track of the most important aspect of the

evening—the opportunity to be taught by Christ—the
Teacher come from God! Satan had deceived Martha into
believing the lie, “I must be continually busy in order to
please Christ.”

Christ was certainly very busy. Yet, as we look at His
example, we find that despite His exhausting schedule, He
took time each morning to re-focus—to reconnect with the
Father (Mark 1:32–35). The Bible also shows us Daniel’s
example. Even with the threat of death looming over him,
he continued in his practice of praying three times each
day (Daniel 6:10)!

If we do not begin each day with prayer and Bible
study, and if we are not staying close to God through-
out the day with meditation and additional prayer, we
can go “off course” spiritually without even realizing
it! If we go through life “busy”—focusing energetically
on everything except what is most important to God—
we will lose our focus and our spiritual trajectory will
take us away from God and His kingdom, instead of
toward it.

The Good News

We live in a fast-paced world where it is incredibly easy
to stay incredibly busy. Distractions abound everywhere,
and can easily creep into our lives. If we examine ourselves
in the areas mentioned above, most of us can find “rea-
sons” why we are not as close to God as we should be. In-
deed, we may have some “very good reasons” as to why we
“can’t” study, pray or fast as we should. 

So, we need to ask a profound question: “If I am under
so much pressure now, when will Satan let up the pressure
so that I can focus on these important items?” The answer
is obvious: “Never.” Satan wants us to be distracted. This
means that in order to maintain our focus on God, we must
control our time and make every effort to avoid following
the world’s deceptive lead.

As we evaluate our lives, we need to look for areas in
which we can “trim the fat”—cutting back on unnecessary
and unwholesome activities and obligations that pull us
away from God and put us in a position to compromise
His Truth and way of life. We must learn to restructure our
days so that we always begin with sincere, heartfelt prayer
and Bible study—setting the trajectory of each day in the
right direction from the beginning.

Satan knows that if he can keep us busily focused on
the things of this world, we will easily lose our focus on
God, His kingdom and His people. So we must resist him
by taking control of our lives and our time—and yield-
ing that control to our Savior, with the help of the Holy
Spirit. If we do this, we can look forward to the day, com-
ing soon, when God will welcome us into His eternal
family forever.
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omedian Rodney Danger-
field’s trademark was his
complaint: “I get no re-
spect!” Though he made a

joke of it, his plight hits home with
all of us. We have all been the victims
of discourtesy at one time or another
in our lives. Yet respect is one of the
most important qualities God wants
us to develop. 

As we were growing up, perhaps
strangers and older children did not
show us respect, and although this
sometimes hurt, we may even have
learned to take it in stride. But if our
parents failed to respect us, the hurt
was far deeper.  As we grew, if our peers
did not hold us in high esteem, it could
wound our self-image and challenge
our attitude even more.  Then, with
age—just when we were hoping to
gain the respect that is supposed to
come with maturity, we were crushed
when younger people showed us 
disrespect.

Disrespect can hurt.  But what is
the real cause of disrespect between
people?  We all want to feel that we are
worth something.  We want to be
loved, honored and respected for our
contributions to family, school, work-
place and community. So, what can we
do to build other people’s respect for
us, and to learn how to cope when our
respect for others is not reciprocated?
We can glean from Scripture some
basic principles to help us develop re-
spect for others, and to earn respect in
return.

Learn to Give and 
Get Respect

Children need to be taught to
show respect. They must learn that
God loves people of every race and
color making up the human family,
and that each individual has vast po-
tential in His eyes. This is a lesson that
every parent or guardian of a child

must teach personally—it cannot be
left to a day-care provider or a school.
A loving and nurturing home envi-
ronment provides for each child a fun-
damental training ground for giving
and receiving respect. “Correct your
son, and he will give you rest; yes, he
will give delight to your soul”
(Proverbs 29:17). Children who do
not learn early in life how to show re-
spect to others are likely to face great
difficulty receiving the respect that
will help them thrive and grow. 

Yet, in today’s Western world,
millions of children enter school
without having received even the
most basic lessons in giving and re-
ceiving respect—and, as a result,
their teachers often must act more
like wardens and truant officers than
teachers.  God powerfully exhorts all
mothers and fathers:  “Train up a
child in the way he should go, and
when he is old he will not depart
from it” (Proverbs 22:6).

So, what can young people do if
they grow up in a household where
respect is not taught and nurtured—
if the adults around them do not set
the best examples, and do not seem
“worthy” of respect?  Although this
may be a “hard saying” for some, God
did not promise it would be easy
when He commanded: “Honor your
father and your mother, as the LORD

your God has commanded you, that
your days may be long, and that it
may be well with you in the land
which the LORD your God is giving
you” (Deuteronomy 5:16). 

Notice that God promises a phys-
ical blessing in this life to those who
obey His commandment. It is worth
the effort! It is not that we should
look the other way if ungodly parents
pull their children into activities that
would destroy their relationship with
God; rather, we must simply show
every bit of right respect that is owed
to the “office” of parent.  Young peo-

ple are often surprised to discover
how differently the adults around
them behave when they hear a 
sincerely spoken “Yes, sir” or “No,
sir”—or “Yes,  Ma’am” and “No,
Ma’am”—in response to a question or
request. The simple act of listening to
an adult attentively, and responding
with courtesy, will often gain a young
person great favor with the adults in
his or her life.

Better yet, when you start to treat
others with that kind of simple re-
spect, you will usually find, over
time, that they learn by your example
to return the respect! And once you
have learned to show consistent cour-
tesy to your parents, whom you know
so well, it will be that much easier to
extend respect to others—teachers,
bosses, cashiers—whom you do not
know very well. As you do this, you
will develop a reputation for respon-
siveness and courtesy, and you will be
setting an example that will encour-
age others to rise to your level! Try
this, and see for yourself that God
was not kidding when He promised
that it will “be well with you” when
you obey His commands—including
His instruction to honor the hoary
head (Leviticus 19:32, KJV).

Respect should not just flow be-
tween adults and young people; it is a
vital part of every healthy marriage!
Some married couples may have for-
gotten, or become lax in fulfilling, the
obligations into which they entered
upon taking their marriage vows.
“Nevertheless let each one of you in
particular so love his own wife as him-
self, and let the wife see that she re-
spects her husband” (Ephesians 5:33).
Indeed, respect has sometimes re-
paired even the most difficult marital
situations. Unconverted mates have
occasionally been so impressed by the
respectful example of a converted
spouse that they have chosen to re-
spond to God and enter His Church.

Fostering Respect

C
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Do not underestimate the value
of common courtesy in a marriage.
Husbands, praise and encourage your
wives regularly—not just when they
do something you think is extra-spe-
cial. Say, “I love you.” Demonstrate by
your words and deeds that you re-
spect and deeply value your wife’s
role in the household—maybe even
doing some of the household chores
from time to time. Wives, if your hus-
band is not as respectful or respon-
sive as you think he should be, take
the first step and find a sincere com-
pliment you can give him. If he barks
at you in anger, surprise him by re-
sponding with love instead of anger
(Proverbs 15:1). No, this may not be
a panacea for every troubled mar-
riage—but many underestimate the
immense healing that can come as a
result of sincere respect, consistently
shown.

Many of the same principles 
discussed above also apply in the
workplace. Notice: “Servants, be sub-
missive to your masters with all fear,
not only to the good and gentle, but
also to the harsh. For this is com-
mendable, if because of conscience
toward God one endures grief, suffer-
ing wrongfully. For what credit is it if,
when you are beaten for your faults,
you take it patiently? But when you
do good and suffer, if you take it pa-
tiently, this is commendable before
God” (1 Peter 2:18–20).

Do you ever catch yourself acting
like a “prima donna” instead of a
team member? Remember: “But now
indeed there are many members, yet
one body. And the eye cannot say to
the hand, ‘I have no need of you’; nor
again the head to the feet, ‘I have no
need of you.’ No, much rather, those
members of the body which seem to
be weaker are necessary… But God
composed the body, having given
greater honor to that part which lacks
it, that there should be no schism in
the body, but that the members
should have the same care for one an-

other. And if one member suffers, all
the members suffer with it; or if one
member is honored, all the members
rejoice with it. Now you are the body
of Christ, and members individually”
(1 Corinthians 12:20–27). Do you
show due respect to all the fellow
members of your office “team”—from
the CEO to the most junior em-
ployee? The team with the greatest
prospects for winning the game is the
one in which each player is willing to
play his or her role at full capacity,
and to let others play their roles with
full support from every team member.
“Hogging the ball” or “second-guess-
ing the coach” is not a winning team
strategy.

Pride and Respect

No matter our best intentions,
disrespect will occasionally intrude
into our families, our teams and our
workplaces. Why does this happen?
One fundamental reason is pride.
What does God say? “Likewise you
younger people, submit yourselves to
your elders. Yes, all of you be sub-
missive to one another, and be
clothed with humility, for ‘God resists
the proud, but gives grace to the
humble.’ Therefore humble your-
selves under the mighty hand of God,
that He may exalt you in due time,
casting all your care upon Him, for
He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:5–7).

Do you think you know better than
your parents?  Do you think, “My boss
is an idiot”?  God does not list either of
these as valid excuses for failing to
show proper respect. Yes, we have all
fallen short (Romans 3:23). But God
makes His expectation plain: “‘For all
those things My hand has made, and all
those things exist,’ says the LORD. ‘But
on this one will I look: on him who is
poor and of a contrite spirit, and who
trembles at My word’” (Isaiah 66:2).
Hard as it may sometimes be, God ex-
pects us to be humble in dealing with a
proud parent or a difficult boss—or an
unresponsive mate. And He promises a

great reward to those who faithfully dis-
play this character trait: “But Jesus
called them to Himself and said, “You
know that the rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them, and those who are
great exercise authority over them. Yet
it shall not be so among you; but who-
ever desires to become great among
you, let him be your servant. And who-
ever desires to be first among you, let
him be your slave—just as the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many” (Matthew 20:25–28).

How can we maintain a respect-
ful attitude of service to those around
us? The Apostle Paul gives a valuable
formula: “Let nothing be done
through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each es-
teem others better than himself. Let
each of you look out not only for his
own interests, but also for the inter-
ests of others. Let this mind be in you
which was also in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 2:3–5).

We all want respect, just like
Rodney Dangerfield. But in order to
receive it, we must give it to those
around us—not just to those whose
favor we seek.  We must do unto oth-
ers as we would have them do unto
us (Leviticus 19:18: Matthew 7:12).
As we develop the habit of giving
right respect to all of our fellow
human beings—individuals created
in God’s image as potential members
of His Family, and for whom Jesus
Christ was willing to sacrifice His
life—we will find that our relation-
ships will improve. In humility we
will demand less respect from others,
yet by our fruits we will gain more re-
spect than ever before. And we will
serve as living testimonies of God’s
way, as beacons of light in a coarsen-
ing world. “Those who are wise shall
shine like the brightness of the firma-
ment, and those who turn many to
righteousness like the stars forever
and ever” (Daniel 12:3).

—LCG Editorial Staff
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e began the year of
2009 with much un-

certainty in the econ-
omy of the United

States and most other developed na-
tions as one financial crisis after an-
other unfolded in a downward spiral.
In our financial planning for the
work of the Church we recognized
these conditions and trends early and
made a drastic change of direction in
delivering our message on television.
We made the decision to cancel 38
commercial television stations,
which greatly reduced our expense.
This was very painful, since we had
been on some of these stations for
years and had built up an established
audience.

At the same time, we also carefully
analyzed the budget and put several
projects on hold such as hiring and
moving ministers, office staff and ex-
panding the University. We also took
a close look at the Tomorrow’s World
subscription list and initiated an an-
nual renewal program to drop sub-
scribers who have not responded to
any offer for more than one year.
Travel, regional conference plans and
many other expense categories were
scaled back or postponed. We can-
celled a planned cost-of-living pay in-
crease for our employees. Though
painful, these cuts—which, when an-
nualized, amounted to more than
$500,000—allowed us to conduct the
Work within budget and to end the
year with a small surplus, which is
vital to the financial stability of the 
organization.

Such drastic reductions might be
expected to have a negative impact
on the Work and the preaching of the
Gospel message. But God had other
ideas. Doors opened for the Church

to go on two national networks, the
ION Network and the CW Network.
These networks actually extended
our reach by adding more stations
than we had cut—allowing us to
reach an even larger audience. As our
program has established a presence
on these networks, our audience has
grown and continues to increase.
Our responses to the television pro-
gram for 2009 were up 4.7
p e r c e n t  o v e r  2 0 0 8 .
Through April 2010, our
responses are up 7.1 per-
cent over the same period
in 2009.

It seems that when we
made the painful decisions
required by good steward-
ship in a down economy,
our Heavenly Father
blessed the decisions by
giving us an increase that
we could not have antici-
pated. The promise re-
mains today which God
made long ago through the
prophet Malachi, “Bring ye
all the tithes into the store-
house, that there may be meat in mine
house, and prove me now herewith,
saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not
open you the windows of heaven, and
pour you out a blessing, that  there
shall not be room enough to receive it”
(Malachi 3:10, KJV).

As we reflect on the Church’s op-
erations in 2009, and analyze the re-
port of the voluntary independent
audit which was conducted by
Cherry, Bekaert & Holland, L.L.P.,
Certified Public Accountants and
Consultants (a well-known regional
accounting firm that specializes in
non-profit organizations), there are
some observations to be made. 

Our support from members and
co-workers is phenomenal. This
faithful support makes possible the
globe-circling Work that Jesus Christ
is accomplishing through His
Church. Think of it! A small band of
about 8,000 people undertakes, with
God’s help and direction, to reach
the whole world with the Gospel
message. It is a huge and challeng-

ing task indeed, but we remain un-
daunted in our determination to get
the job done.

Sometimes a dry exposition of
numbers can seem quite dull. But if
we can relate those numbers to our
personal circumstances, they can
become much more meaningful.
With that in mind, consider the
question: “Where does the Church’s
income go?” The chart above may
help put this into perspective.

Church expenditures can be 
divided into three broad categories,
reflecting our commission: Preaching

Audit 2009:
“Prove Me Now Herewith...”

By J. Davy Crockett, III

W

Continued on page 17

Local congregation support: 36.57%
TV & radio: 26.63%
Mailing/Distribution: 10.09%

Publishing: 8.23%
Assistance to the needy: 7.69%
Living University 2.90%
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the Gospel, Feeding the Flock, and
Administration.

In 2009, the Church received
77.8 percent of its income through
tithes and regular donations. Another
18.1 percent came from Holy Day of-
ferings. Just under 1 percent came
from restricted donations. Less than
0.3 percent came through tuition and
fees. About 2.9 percent came from in-
vestment income. The pie chart on
page 10 shows how that income was
spent carrying out the commission
Christ gave His followers.

The year 2009 was a time of inno-
vation and progress on many fronts. We
completed our television production
equipment upgrades in the new studio
facility. Not only did our television ef-
forts thrive, but our Web sites increased
in traffic—in the numbers of unique

visitors, downloads of literature and
videos, video streaming, and the use of
the social media such as Facebook and
Twitter to reach new audiences.

As we go forward in 2010, we find
that many of our costs of operation
are increasing, such as hall rental ex-
pense. We are also monitoring travel
costs, including air travel for our trav-
eling ministers, as well as fleet vehicle
costs (e.g. lease expense, maintenance
costs, fuel) for the field ministry. Nec-
essary travel will certainly continue,
but we are looking for ways to reduce
these costs wherever possible.

We welcome suggestions and rec-
ommendations from our members
and ministers, as we constantly seek
ways to improve and to make the
funds that God provides go even fur-
ther in accomplishing His will and
Work. Your prayers for God’s guid-
ance in these important matters are
deeply appreciated.

As we go forward in the Living
Church of God, it becomes very clear
that we can count on God to “pour…
out a blessing, that there shall not be
room enough to receive it.” Our job is
to be faithful in matters financial at
every level and phase of the Work,
using the resources that God provides
in the most effective way possible to
carry out the Great Commission
(Matthew 28:19–20).

The independent audit is only
one factor in our efforts to be certain
that we are good stewards in carrying
out the responsibilities we have been
given at the headquarters of the
Work. If you have questions or com-
ments about any aspect of the audit
or this report, you may direct them to
dcrockett@lcg.org.

All of us here in Charlotte offer our
gratitude and heartfelt thanks for the
faithful, prayerful support of our mem-
bers, co-workers and donors. 

Living Church News July–August 2010
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(Continued from page 10)
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uring the last week of April, more than 230 min-
isters and wives from 18 countries gathered at
the University Hilton Hotel in Charlotte, North
Carolina for three days of informative meetings
and inspiring fellowship.

Presiding Evangelist Roderick C. Meredith began the
morning sessions each day with a special message. On
Monday, he reviewed the
history and mission of the
Church of God. He stressed
that we are a continuation
of the Church founded by
Jesus Christ, and that our
mission is to preach the
gospel of the Kingdom of
God, warn this world of
prophetic events that are beginning to unfold and restore
original Christianity. On Tuesday, he discussed aspects of
powerful preaching, practical principles of pastoring and
ways to unify congregations. On Wednesday, he empha-
sized servant leadership, and outlined many ways in which
ministers can follow the example of Jesus Christ in serving
people. He stressed the importance of humility, patience,
wisdom, concern and learning from past mistakes.

Reports from Regional Directors around the world, and
from Headquarters administrators, gave inspiring insights
into how God is reaching people around the world. 
The Living Church of God has ordained more than 80 
ministers in the last decade, and more than 170 Living

Church of God ministers
a r e  n o w  s e r v i n g  t h e
7,000+ brethren who at-
tend Sabbath services
around the globe each
week. In 2009, more than
8,000 people kept the
Feast of Tabernacles with
the Living Church of

God. The Tomorrow’s World telecast is on more than 300
television stations around the world, and now draws an av-
erage of 5,200 responses per program. In 2009, Living
Church of God ministers conducted 52 Bible lectures (now
promoted as “Tomorrow’s World Special Presentations”) in
the United States, Canada, UK and South Africa—sending
out more than 73,000 invitations and receiving nearly
2,000 guests. These numbers should double in 2010.

In Canada, attendance is up nearly 20 percent, and in-
come growth is strong. In Australasia, 25 ministers serve

more than 1,300 brethren and Tomorrow’s World sub-
scribers now number about 10,000. In the UK, Ireland and
Europe, attendance has increased nearly 200 percent in the
last four years. In South Africa, attendance has doubled in
the last few years, and Tomorrow’s World subscribers now
number about 13,000. Around 170 brethren attend 13 
congregations in Kenya and Tanzania. In Mexico, Central

and South America more
than 300 brethren attend in
26 congregations. In the
Caribbean, more than 400
brethren attend in 12 con-
gregations.

One Conference high-
light occurred on Monday,
when British author and

lecturer Adrian Hilton gave a presentation and answered
questions about political developments in the UK and 
the European Union. He mentioned the challenge Chris-
tians face today in an increasingly secular and anti-Chris-
tian society. He also observed that the UK is witnessing the
re-emergence of Roman Catholicism in a once-predomi-
nantly-Protestant country. Mr. Hilton is the author of the
book The Principality and Power of Europe, which discusses
the role of religion in events that have and will occur in
Europe. His visit provided an opportunity for several lively
and informative discussions.

On Tuesday, Evangelists Richard Ames and Douglas
Winnail discussed the importance of maintaining profes-
sional standards for the
ministry. Mr. Ames em-
phasized the importance
of personal conduct and
appropriate dress, thor-
ough preparation of ser-
mons and Bible studies,
obtaining accurate infor-
mation, improving as a
speaker and maintaining consistent congregational proce-
dures. Dr. Winnail stressed the importance of continuing
education in the professional development process for min-
isters and wives. He urged everyone to read widely, review
booklets, articles and training materials that have been de-
veloped and take advantage of Living University classes—
so we can follow the biblical admonitions to “grow” and
“add to our faith” (2 Peter 1:5; 3:18) and become more ef-
fective servant leaders. Along with Dr. Michael Germano
and Dr. Scott Winnail, he also presented information about

Ministerial Conference 2010
By Douglas S. Winnail

D

Ministers and wives gathered outside the University Hilton

Plaque for Mr. & Mrs. Apartian Dr. Meredith with Dr. Winnail and Mr. Ames
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the growth of Living University—which now en-
rolls more than 100 students on-line each semes-
ter and is attracting students for an on-site
program in Charlotte. The Winnails and Dr. Ger-
mano urged ministers to encourage young people
to consider Living University classes as an “in-
vestment” in their spiritual future and as an op-
portunity to lay a spiritual foundation that will
help them deal with the challenges of secular ed-
ucation and prepare for the rest of their life. Some
may want to plan to spend a year in Charlotte or
another location between high school and college
to work on this important foundation.

On Wednesday, Mr. Ames presented helpful
tips for dealing with the press—including the im-

portance of
being posi-
tive, and of
having cur-
rent informa-
tion about
Church mem-
bership, tele-

vision stations and magazine circulation. He
reminded us that our mission is to restore origi-
nal Christianity as taught and practiced by Jesus
Christ and His apostles. Mr. Jonathan McNair dis-
cussed Living Youth Programs and the challenges
facing parents and young people growing up in a
society that is rapidly discarding the moral values
that have sustained Western civilization for cen-
turies. Mr. McNair also coordinated an evening
workshop, “The Use of Technology in Pastoring.”
Mr. Stuart Wachowicz, an elder and educator from
Canada, presented information that may be help-
ful in reaching China with the gospel. Mr. Ames
and Dr. Fall discussed the challenging role of a
minister’s wife, and Dr. Winnail covered impor-
tant aspects of team-building—such as appreciat-
ing and using others’ different aptitudes and skills,
including team members in discussions and deci-
sion-making, and not letting personal insecurities
or interpersonal competition undermine working
as a team.

Another highlight during the Conference was
the pair of presentations on Tuesday to Mr. & Mrs.
Dibar Apartian and Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Weston.
Dr. Meredith presented a plaque to Mr. & Mrs.
Gerald Weston recognizing their 25 years of serv-
ice to the young people of the Church of God. He
also presented a plaque to Mr. & Mrs. Dibar

“The Ministerial Conference… was a motivational and rewarding experience.  We felt as
if Jesus Christ was leading the ministerial agenda each day as the Head of the Church.
God’s Spirit inspired Mr. Meredith, Mr. Ames and Dr. Winnail among other participants, as
we heard important and necessary messages that contributed to the correct training and
the Church’s efforts to fulfill the commission we have been given.  The feeling of unity and
brotherhood was felt during the whole conference… the unity in the Spirit of God by all
the participants made us live as one; one people for God, where the differences by race,
culture, language and geography don’t limit us to work together as a spiritual family in a
coordinated and orderly way to carry out the Work and commission God has given to the
Church unto all the world.”  —Armando Orrego, Colombia   

“Having attended conferences for the past 43 years, I can say this conference was most
outstanding in the spectacular weather, beautiful facility/meals/dinner dance we en-
joyed.  However, even more impressive was the material presented to us, and finally
the unity, focus and kind and loving spirit that dominated this event.”  —Renee
Walden, Oklahoma

“This truly was a most inspiring conference in every way. Especially to hear the powerful
instruction from Dr. Meredith along with his encouragement to stay the course as we
get closer to the end of the age.  It was obvious to see the wisdom, comfort and unity
that comes from God’s Spirit as Dr. Meredith, Mr. Ames, Dr. Winnail and others gave their
reports of the positive growth in the work.  Also of note was the growth and unity of the
ministry and their wives who were in attendance.”  —Bruce Tyler, Australia

“The Ministerial Conference was very informative and helpful in many ways… the
unity of all involved shone brightly.  Everything came across as a family team effort…
The openness, sincerity and efforts to inform and help the field ministry were greatly
appreciated.”  —Dale & Elizabeth Trenerry, Canada

“A spirit of humility, unity and love pervaded the conference.”  —Rod King, UK

“Our thanks to all involved in making this, our first General Ministerial Conference a
most exciting and beneficial event.  The unity and love combined with the FOT-type of
atmosphere made it a memory that my wife and I will talk about for quite some time.
It was quite impressive to see how much experience and wisdom was collected to-
gether in one room.”  —Barry & Jeanie Walker, Canada

“There was a tremendous feeling of warmth and an inviting spirit exhibited by the lead-
ers of the Living Church of God.  The attitude of servant leadership was well demonstrated
and exhibited for all in attendance to be able to imitate and take home…  Sitting at
breakfast and lunch with men and women of God from around the world, I was pro-
foundly struck by the unity of the Work being conducted by the Living Church of God.” 
—Richard Franz, Georgia

“Jenny and I had a very inspiring and uplifting experience at the Ministerial Conference.
The messages were very meaningful and filled with pertinent information.  The fellow-
ship and camaraderie were better than I could have imagined.  There was so much unity
among the ministers and wives no matter where they were from.”  Scott & Jenny Lyons,
South Carolina

“The conference… was a very successful event.  The warm words of warning and direc-
tion from Dr. Meredith, Mr. Apartian and the leadership were uplifting and set the
overall tone… The sessions were helpful, informative and appreciated, but the high-

Conference Comments

A Conference session underway
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Apartian, recognizing their five decades of service
to God’s Church. Both awards were warmly ac-
knowledged by all in attendance. Mr. Apartian de-
livered a very moving address at the Conference in
which he reminded everyone that “America is
changing and is drifting away from God,” empha-

sizing that we
need to appreci-
ate what we have
and the truth we
have been given
and finish the
Work—realizing
that God is the
one who does it,

not us! Members of the Headquarters office staff
joined the ministers and wives for a dinner-dance
on the last night of the Conference, which pro-
vided a beautiful, pleasant and memorable setting
for fellowship.

As this was the Living Church of God’s first
General Ministerial Conference since 2006, it was
especially encouraging to hear the positive feed-
back generated by the three days of meetings, as
typified by comments such as those printed along
with this article, which called attention to the
tremendous sense of love and unity, the focus on
our mission, and the excitement about the progress
of the Work that permeated the Conference.

Dr. Meredith’s concluding comments at the
Conference stressed that only God can help us 
finish the Work.
He reminded the
m i n i s t e r s  a n d
w i v e s  t h a t  w e
must each build a
strong, personal
relationship with
God through reg-
ular prayer, Bible
study, meditation and fasting, and that we must
each come to understand that God is real and is
guiding His work. This is the only way we will be
able to endure the challenges that will come in the
years ahead—and never quit! We must remember
that the gospel is a message about the coming gov-
ernment of God that will bring peace to this earth
through the reign of Jesus Christ and the saints.
We need to ask God to pour out the gifts of the
Holy Spirit on His Church and pray for unity and
for each other so we can finish His work together.
We should walk with God with all our hearts!

light was the time spent with fellow ministers from around the world…the opportu-
nity to see firsthand the attitudes of unity, and willing self-sacrifice of so many serving
in the ministry around the world was inspiring and encouraging.  In a time when the
word “unity” gets overused, to witness the ministry truly united in the desire to put
God’s will first and serve in humility cannot be overrated.”   —John & Linda Hunter,
Massachusetts

“Not only was the conference informative, but it seems to me to be the most unifying
tool we have for the ministers and wives.  It gives us direction, in that we all, at one
time and setting, can feel the pulse and vision for God’s Work.  I believe it will result in
my having more zeal back in our home area.”  —Don Wood, Arkansas

“The conference was a very positive and uplifting experience.  The commonality and
unity of purpose was certainly evident among the ministry.”  —Bob & Faye League,
North Carolina

“I thought the ministerial conference was extremely helpful and profitable to all who
were present.  I felt the theme of the conference was unity, loyalty and remaining
close to the trunk of the tree, and that we should all speak the same thing and be on
the same page.”  —Bill Whitaker, South Carolina

“The conference was stimulating and exciting.  The various sessions were informative,
substantive, and relevant. They were also uplifting and inspiring, reasserting focus
into why we are all here and motivating the ministry to charge forward with the Work
God has given us to do… it was exciting to see firsthand how organized, unified and
informed our leadership truly is.  This was a hugely beneficial event.  The fellowship
was outstanding and exemplified “Philadelphia” love.  There was a sense of together-
ness and harmony not often felt in such a large and diverse gathering.  While we had
people from all over the world from many different backgrounds and languages,
everyone was rooted in the same foundation and hope working, speaking and learn-
ing together as a family.”  —James Ginn, Georgia

“The recently concluded Ministerial Conference was an outstanding example of the
Church’s desire to move forward in the time remaining before our Leader, Jesus Christ,
returns to lead us into the greatest time in human history.  The ministry in the field is
solidly behind Headquarters in this effort… We appreciate the work and attention to
detail of our Headquarters Team.”  —Gerald & Margie Dulaney, Virginia

“I emphasized in [my recent] sermon what seemed to be both the mood of the minis-
ters and the underlying theme of the conference—UNITY.  Sometimes we don’t notice
what’s not there.  I didn’t realize what was absent until the second day… any sign of
disunity among the ministers and their wives.  There was complete harmony and ac-
cord among all the men and women that I spoke with.  We seem to have a ministry
that is completely unified in its thinking and goals.  What a blessing!”  —Dexter 
Wakefield, Florida

“The 2010 General Ministerial Conference was a smashing success!  Dr. Meredith set
the tone exhorting all of us to remain UNIFIED toward the goal of building and
strengthening God’s people—to prepare a people for God!  He reminded us of our re-
sponsibility as the “Watchman” to warn the nations of Israel, to really understand the
basics of doctrine and our ultimate destiny—that God is reproducing himself!...the
Ministerial Conference was educational, edifying, enjoyable and balanced!  The confer-
ence was high quality in every aspect where the presentations and presenters really
made learning fun!... Thank all of you at Headquarters for the Conference.  It was en-
joyable being together again!”  —James & Connie Sweat, Tennessee  

Dr. Winnail with Mr. Adrian Hilton

Conference in session
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ury duty and military service
are two areas in which Chris-
tians often find their under-
standing of civic and spiritual

duty to be at odds with the society
around them. Approaching these
areas properly requires faith, under-
standing—and, often, courage. 

This article will discuss these
points primarily from the perspective
of United States citizens, but the prin-
ciples we consider should be relevant
for Christians in any country, and will
surely become more important as
God’s people face increasing persecu-
tion as the end of this age approaches.
What happens when Christians fulfill-
ing their spiritual responsibilities
come into conflict with government
assertions of “civic responsibility”?
What does the Church teach—and
how must we, as individuals, apply
that teaching personally so that we can
benefit most fully from whatever reli-
gious freedom our nations may allow?

The Constitution of the United States
of America acknowledges and protects
citizens’ rights to maintain their reli-
gious beliefs.  Amendment 1—the first
amendment in the “Bill of Rights”—
specifically asserts freedom of religion,
beginning with these words: “Congress
shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof.” Citizens of the
U.S. should be very thankful that they
live in a nation that acknowledges such
religious freedom.

The Bible tells us that we are to
submit to civil authority (Matthew
22:17–21)—unless doing so would be
to disobey God (Acts 5:29). When
civil law conflicts with God’s law, God
expects Christians to obey Him, rec-
ognizing that His authority is immea-

surably more important than civil au-
thority.  However—just as Christ and
the Apostles demonstrated—Chris-
tians acknowledge that they are sub-
ject to whatever penalties God may
allow civil authorities to impose after
all appeals are exhausted.

Over the centuries, many faithful
Christians have defended their beliefs
before civil authorities, some even to the
point of martyrdom (Hebrews 11:36–
37), just as we may in the future be re-
quired to defend our faith  (Daniel 7:25;
Luke 21:12).  Just as Christians in the
past had to accept civil punishment for
obeying God rather than man, so too
may some of us in the future.  So, it is
each Christian’s personal responsibility
to take these matters seriously,  and to
understand what the Bible teaches
(Acts 17:11; 1 Thessalonians 5:21) and
to act on what we understand.

Ambassadors or Citizens?

As a minister of Jesus Christ, the
Apostle Paul described himself as an
“ambassador” (2 Corinthians 5:20;
Ephesians 6:20).  That metaphor can
be extended to apply to all Christians,
for “our citizenship is in heaven”
(Philippians 3:20)—a status that
should put our worldly civic respon-
sibilities into perspective.

Why did God inspire this specific
language to describe our status as
Christians? What was Paul convey-
ing? As followers of Christ, we are to
submit to “the law of the land” so
long as that law does not violate God’s
law. This is precisely how an ambas-
sador functions! Worldly ambassa-
dors are expected to submit to the
laws of their host nation, as long as
those laws do not compel them to vi-
olate the laws of their own nation.

Paul had been highly educated as
a Pharisee; with his legal mind he
very well understood the implications
of the language he used.  God in-
spired that language (2 Timothy
3:16)—and did so for a very specific
reason! His specific terminology ref-
erenced a well-understood, millennia-
old concept! While Christians (just
like worldly ambassadors) are subject
to our host nation’s laws (Romans
13:1–2), Scripture also states that
since we are citizens of heaven, God
expects us to apply Acts 5:29 if there
is a conflict between God’s laws and
our host nations’ laws. We can be
thankful that, if such a conflict occurs
within the United States, there are av-
enues of judicial appeal, particularly
on issues that impinge upon the First
Amendment guarantees of religious
freedom.

Ambassadors or Jurors? 

Christians must strive to “do
good” and to “seek peace” (Psalm
34:14). However, if there are conflicts
within the Church, the Church has
the authority to make judgments
based on Scripture (1 Corinthians
6:1–6). God has given specific guide-
lines by which Church members and
the ministry are to judge matters and
resolve conflicts (Matthew 18:15–
19). But what about judging outside
the Church? Should a Christian—a
“citizen” of heaven, acting as an am-
bassador—serve as a juror in his host
nation?

Generally, because jury summons
are issued based on driver’s license
registration and other public records,
an adult living in the U.S. is likely to
be called for jury duty sometime in
his or her life, no matter what his or

Jurors, Soldiers—
or Ambassadors?

By Wyatt Ciesielka

J
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her personal beliefs.  But can a Chris-
tian serve on a worldly jury and be in
harmony with God’s law? No!  There
are many reasons why a true Chris-
tian would be violating God’s word by
doing so.  Here are seven:

• Jesus Christ commands Chris-
tians, “Judge not, that you be not
judged” (Matthew 7:1). The
Greek word for “judge” in this
passage is krin�, which would be
more accurately rendered, “to
condemn.” To serve on a jury, one
must be willing to condemn a de-
fendant as “guilty” if the circum-
s t a n c e s  r e q u i r e  i t .  S u c h
condemnation is a core function
of jury duty, yet is unacceptable
for a Christian.

• Christians must be willing to
grant mercy based on true repen-
tance. Yet the world’s court sys-
tems forbid this. Jesus taught that
Christians must be willing to for-
give others (Matthew 6:14–15).
David wrote that God is “good,
and ready to forgive, and abun-
dant in mercy to all those who call
upon [Him]” (Psalm 86:5). Chris-
tians are to be merciful, as our Fa-
ther is merciful (Luke 6:36).

• All of God’s commandments—in-
structions—are righteousness
(Psalm 119:172), and Christians
must live by “every word of God”
(Luke 4:4). Yet a juror is simply
not allowed to judge by all of
God’s commandments and His
every word.

• The world’s court systems can
render verdicts upon the testi-
mony of only one person, in vio-
lation of Deuteronomy 19:15.

• God requires those who judge to
consider all the facts (Deuteron-
omy 13:14). By contrast, in
today’s court systems, a judge
may choose to withhold evidence
from jurors.

• Scripture warns us not to oppress
the poor or the weak (Deuteron-

omy 24:14; Proverbs 22:22). Yet in
today’s judicial systems, the rich
can often use their wealth to get
“the best justice money can buy,”
hiring the best legal help to oppress
those who lack such resources. 

• The six reasons above lead natu-
rally to the seventh. Scripture 
explains plainly the ways in
which Christians should exercise
proper judgment on matters
within the Church, but we are
not to become involved in judg-
ing worldly or secular matters (2
Corinthians 6:15  –17). Jesus
Christ Himself demonstrated this
principle in action when He re-
fused to judge a secular issue put
before Him (Luke 12:13–14).  As
Christians, we must “imitate
Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1)—so
we must not presume to violate
His clear example in this regard.

How does this apply in practice?
Like many who are reading this arti-
cle, I have had to face a jury service
summons. Since my summons was to
serve in a federal court on a felony
case, I was perhaps a little more anx-
ious about the situation than I might
otherwise have been.

After praying and fasting, I wrote
a letter to the court, requesting ex-
cusal. My request was denied, so I
had to schedule time off from work to
spend an entire day at the federal
courthouse as part of the jury selec-
tion process.  Potential jurors arrived
around 8:00 a.m., and after hours of
waiting we finally came to the voir
dire—the step at which the lawyers
and the court question potential ju-
rors to select the ones who will serve
on the case.  I was not released, and I
knew that events were fast approach-
ing a critical junction.

After the voir dire, the judge
asked whether any of us had a prob-
lem with serving on the jury.  Three
or four other hands were raised in ad-
dition to mine.  I was seated at the

judge’s far left, so when he started
calling on people to his right, I was
able to hear three or four potential ju-
rors stating their reasons for wanting
to be dismissed.  One by one, he lis-
tened to each plea for dismissal—and
he rejected each one!  

Finally, the judge called on me,
asking me to state briefly why I
wanted to be excused. After I ex-
plained my reasons, he indicated that
he had the letter I had earlier submit-
ted to the court. As he looked at me
over the letter, he said something I
will always remember.  He said, “You
have a problem.” His declaration
sounded somewhat ominous, but
since it was neither a question nor a
command, I simply remained stand-
ing and respectfully replied, “Yes, sir!”

At this point, I was praying yet
another of my numerous silent
prayers. I do not know whether the
judge was still unsure of his course of
action at that point, or whether a spir-
itual battle was being waged unseen at
that very moment (Daniel 10:20; He-
brews 1:14). Finally, after what
seemed like minutes but was surely
just seconds, he simply stated, “You
are dismissed. Leave my chambers.” 

Compared to what some brethren
have experienced, my personal expe-
rience was quite mild.  I  remain
thankful for how that judge treated
me, but I am most thankful to Jesus
Christ for being my Judge, High
Priest and Advocate (Hebrews 4:14; 
1 John 2:1)!

Church members in the U.S. have
at least one resource today that I was
not able to take advantage of when I
received my summons. the Church
makes available a “Jury Duty and the
Church” packet (crafted by the
Church’s Legal Affairs Office, avail-
able from your area pastor). If you re-
ceive a jury summons, the guidance
in this packet—combined with
prayer, fasting, Bible study and coun-
sel—may ease your experience in
dealing with the U.S. court system.  
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The packet includes a form to be
filled out by you and your pastor, for
submission to the jury official from
whom you received a summons.  In
some cases, this form may be enough
to gain an excusal from jury duty.  If
your request is denied, you can send
the Church Legal Affairs Office a
copy of the original jury summons, a
copy of the refusal to dismiss, and the
first page of the Church’s signed form
(provided in the packet you re-
quested).  With this information, an
attorney for the Church can write di-
rectly to the court that issued your
summons—a step that in most juris-
dictions has proved sufficient for re-
ceiving an excusal.

However, if this second appeal for
excusal is rejected, you may have no
responsible alternative other than to
report for jury service—as I did—and
speak directly to the judge.  At that
point, it is vital to remember that it is
Christ who provides “grace to help in
time of need” (Hebrews 4:16). De-
pending on the judge—and on how
well you are able to demonstrate the
sincerity and depth of your beliefs—
you may be excused, or you may be
held in contempt of court, which
could result in a fine or even a brief
imprisonment.  This may be unpleas-
ant, but being willing to accept the
consequences of “obeying God rather
than men” is part of being a true
Christian. We are not to fear man, as
David wrote: “The LORD is on my
side; I will not fear. What can man do
to me?” Psalm 118:6).

Ambassadors or Soldiers?

Jesus Christ prophesied that the
end of the age would be filled with
“wars and rumors of wars” (Matthew
24:6). The 20th century was by far
the bloodiest in human history. Ca-
sualty estimates vary, but most histo-
rians agree that the cumulative
combatant and non-combatant casu-
alty count from wars, genocides, eth-
nic conflicts and political purges from

World War I to the present is around
241 million human beings!

We see Jesus’ prophecy unfolding
in our lifetime. We also know that
conflicts will increase prior to Christ’s
return, culminating in “World War III”
and the all-consuming Great Tribula-
tion (Matthew 24:7–9; Revelation
6:4)! The time may come, sooner than
many anticipate, when the U.S. will
feel pressed to reinstitute “the draft”—
conscription for military service.

The U.S. discontinued the draft in
1973, but all male U.S. citizens are re-
quired to register with the Selective
Service System within 30 days of their
18th birthday. Non-citizen males be-
tween ages 18 and 25 who are living
in the U.S. must also register, unless
they are legally recognized as non-im-
migrants (e.g. international students,
tourists or diplomatic personnel).
Failure to register can bring a penalty
of up to five years in jail or a fine of
up to $250,000.   At present, women
are not required to register, though
some in Congress have openly pro-
posed that women be included if a
draft were to be reinstituted. Several
bills to that effect have been proposed,
but have stalled before passage.

Christians understand that they
are not to volunteer for military serv-
ice, but what should be done if their
nation’s government tries to compel
them to serve in the armed forces?
Can a true Christian—a citizen of
heaven, acting as an ambassador here
on the earth—be a worldly soldier or
participate in military service? Christ
put it very plainly. He said, “My king-
dom is not of this world. If My king-
dom were of this world, My servants
would fight” (John 18:36). As His ser-
vants, we must not disobey or dishonor
Him by participating in war.

The Sixth Commandment is clear.
It states,  “Thou shalt not kill” (KJV).
The NKJV and some other transla-
tions render it, “You shall not mur-
der.”  Some have tried to argue as to
whether a soldier’s government-sanc-

tioned infliction of death is covered by
the biblical commandment, but the
Hebrew makes it clear.  The Hebrew
word ratsach found in Exodus 20:13
is a very comprehensive term that
prohibits “to kill, to slay, to assassi-
nate” or “to murder”—and it covers
both premeditated or accidental killing,
whether with or without cause.

Furthermore, under the New
Covenant, Jesus Christ expanded on
the Ten Commandments to forbid the
attitude of murder as well as the phys-
ical act (Matthew 5:21–22). Under
the New Covenant, to lust is to com-
mit adultery and to hate is to murder
(Matthew 5:28; 1 John 3:15).—and
murder is clearly sin (James 4:1–10).
Jesus even tells us to “bless those who
curse you,” and, if one cheek is
struck, to “offer the other” (Luke
6:27–29! The consistent teaching of
Scripture, as upheld by the Church of
God since the time of Christ, is that
true Christians must be peacemakers
(Matthew 5:9) and must abstain from
military service.

So, if you are conscripted into
military service someday, is it enough
to assert, “This is what the Church
teaches”?  Not at all!  Simply assert-
ing that you are a conscientious ob-
jector (CO) is no guarantee that the
Selective Service will grant you such
status. According to the Selective
Service, “In general, the man’s lifestyle
prior to making his claim must reflect
his current claims” (www.sss.gov,
“Conscientious Objection and Alter-
native Service”). In other words, if
you have not been living as a real
Christian and then try to claim CO
status, be warned that your sin will
find you out (see Numbers 32:23)! In
this matter, as with any matter of
Christian faith and obedience, “the
Church” can teach, but “the Church’s”
faith and understanding cannot be
substituted for the demonstrated faith
and understanding of the individual.

What, then, are some practical
steps that you can take if you adhere



to the doctrines of the Living Church
of God and want to prepare yourself
to receive CO status in the event of a
possible future draft?

First, be a true Christian. Put God
first. Pray. Do your Bible study. Keep
the commandments. Attend Sabbath
services and all of the Holy Days. Tithe.
Live lawfully and peaceably. Do not be
involved in violence or condone vio-
lence in any way, including violent en-
tertainment, violent movies or
television, or violent video games such
as “first-person-shooter” games or vi-
olent “real-time-strategy” war games
(Isaiah 33:15). Taking pleasure in vio-
lent pastimes of any sort is unbecom-
ing of a true Christian, and will be very
hard to explain to our High Priest and
Judge—just as it will be hard to explain
to the local draft board. True Christians
and faithful ambassadors live beyond
reproach (Colossians 1:22). They let
their light shine (Matthew 5:16), and
their faith is displayed in their life
through their works (James 2:18).

Be sure to request a “CO packet”
from the Church’s Legal Affairs Office
at legal@lcg.org (U.S. only). This will
include a “Military Service Exemption
Request (Pronouncement of Consci-
entious Objector Status)” form, along
with detailed information, instruc-
tions and support materials.

After sincere prayer and Bible
study on the subject, write down your
beliefs in a letter. Sign the letter and
have your signature notarized, then
send copies of it, along with the
Church’s “Military Service Exemption”
form, to trusted family friends.  Send
the letter return-receipt requested, and
ask recipients not to open the letters.
The letter will serve as evidence of
your beliefs as of the date it was writ-
ten—which could be very important
for documenting your sincerity in the
future if you are called before a draft
board.

Whether or not you live in the
U.S., the basic principle still ap-
plies—if you live by God’s law, and

do so in a way others can see for
themselves, you are not only demon-
strating the sincerity of your beliefs;
you are preparing yourself to defend
those beliefs before those who might
challenge your conscientious objec-
tion to military service.  If you pre-
pare in this way, then—just as when
summoned for jury service—you will
also be developing the deep confi-
dence, from personal experience,
that you can rely on Jesus Christ to
aid your defense in time of need
(Luke 21:14).

Citizens of Heaven and
Ambassadors of Christ!

We live in perilous times, and
should take somber warning from the
lessons of our spiritual predeces-
sors—citizens of heaven who, when
put to the test, chose death rather
than compromise. Many before us
have rejected the temptation to aban-
don their beliefs, and will receive
eternal life as a result (Hebrews
11:36 –39). Will we do the same?

As the end of this age ap-
proaches, Christians in every nation
will increasingly face such tests.  But
whether dealing with jury duty, mil-
itary service, or any test, we must
never forget that Christ is our ulti-
mate High Priest, Judge and Advo-
cate (Hebrews 4:14–16; 1 John 2:1).
He, not we, can ensure our safe pas-
sage through any trial (Psalm 23:4).
But, we must also remember—Christ
looks at our obedience, faithfulness
and good reputation (John 5:22; James
2:18). God hears the earnest prayers
of the righteous (Proverbs 15:29) that
we may escape all these things (Luke
21:36), and “that we may lead a quiet
and peaceable life in all godliness” (1
Timothy 2:1–2). By living in obedi-
ence to Him, by emulating Paul’s ex-
ample as an ambassador of Christ, we
show God that we are ready to re-
ceive our crown at Christ’s return
(Revelation 3:11).

Doing all this requires faith, un-
derstanding and courage. Times are
soon coming when we will need more
courage. As long-time evangelist Mr.
Dibar Apartian wrote in the July-Au-
gust 2007 Living Church News:

“The prophets of old were
men of courage. When God told
Joshua to begin the battle to enter
the Promised Land, He com-
manded, “Be strong and of good
courage” (Joshua 1:6).

The apostles were also men of
courage, particularly after they re-
ceived God’s Holy Spirit. It was not
easy for them to preach the Gospel
amid continuous threats and per-
secutions. They had to choose be-
tween obeying God and obeying
man—between entering the broad
gate or the narrow one. The au-
thorities told them, “Did we not
strictly command you not to teach
in this name? And look, you have
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine,
and intend to bring this Man’s
blood on us!” (Acts 5:28). The an-
swer Peter and the other apostles
gave was one of faith and courage:
“We ought to obey God rather than
men” (v. 29). Do you realize that
someday you may have to give the
same answer to those who perse-
cute you? (“It Takes Courage To Be
a True Christian!”, p. 6).

Christians today are not called to
be worldly jurors or worldly soldiers
as we await the opportunity to assist
our King in ruling His Kingdom (1
Corinthians 15:50–54). Rather, we
are called to be “found by Him in
peace, without spot and blameless” (2
Peter 3:14).  Let us look forward to
that soon-coming day when we will
become glorified kings and priests
under our Savior (Revelation 5:10)!
Until that day, let us all strive to ex-
ercise our heavenly citizenship and
live as worthy ambassadors here on
earth!
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mand His people, “You shall not lie with a male as with a
woman. It is an abomination” (Leviticus 18:22)?

Would our Savior—who is “the same yesterday, today
and forever” (Hebrews 13:8)—condemn disobedient peo-
ple if He had made them unable to obey Him? That charge
is ridiculous and outrageous! Yet it is the constant “mantra”
of the homosexual activists, who are stridently promoting
their lifestyle to undermine the understanding and gain the
sympathies of people all around the world—an assault
with which our young people are particularly bombarded.

Remember, too, that the Apostle Paul was inspired to
write, “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow
you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the
temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may
be able to bear  it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). So, although
many people may—for various reasons—feel that they
have a “tendency” toward alcoholism, drug abuse, homo-
sexuality and other sins, they are not bound to commit
those sins. God will always provide a way of escape by giv-
ing those who truly seek Him the understanding and the
spiritual strength to overcome sinful tendencies.

My daughter quoted Granny Crotzer as saying, “If you
don’t think Jesus Christ can run His Church, then you
don’t know Jesus Christ!” Regrettably, many of the “splits”
from the Worldwide Church of God have come up with all
kinds of democratic and worldly ways of governing their
organizations. They seem willingly to have forgotten how
God’s apostle, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, constantly re-
minded us how vitally important it is to have the right kind
of government. For carrying out the true government of God
is exactly what God is training us to do, right now! Still,
these various groups decide to go their “own way”—losing
faith in the fact that Christ is alive, and that He is entirely
capable of “running His Church” as “Granny” Crotzer said.
Remember, Christ reveals in Scripture that He always—
with no exception whatever—led His Church through a hi-
erarchy, and never by the voting, politicking or
popularity-seeking methods of the modern democratic sys-
tem. There is simply no exception to this. This is the
“mind of God” in regard to Church government.

In the book of Proverbs, God tells us, “Evil men do not
understand justice, but those who seek the LORD under-
stand all” (Proverbs 28:5). Indeed, God has always led His
faithful servants to truly understand the basic issues of life
from His point of view. So, as each of us proves where
Christ is working—where the “fruits” of that understand-
ing of Christ’s Truth are being taught, His Work is being
done and His Government is being followed—there should

be genuine faith that Christ is in charge, and that His peo-
ple should follow the decisions of those Spirit-led leaders
whom Christ is using!

Certainly, in periods of great trial throughout the his-
tory of God’s Church, Jesus Christ has guided events to show
His people clearly—by the “fruits”—where He is working,
where His Truth is being most powerfully taught and His
government most effectively practiced. But what does this
mean for us? As God’s people, we must have genuine faith
in His government, as we see His will being done, albeit im-
perfectly, by the human leadership of the Church under
Jesus Christ. But, what must one do if leaders have com-
pletely departed from the Truth, rejected God’s form of gov-
ernment or minimized Christ’s commission to His Church to
preach the true gospel to the world? Then—in such serious
circumstances—one would need to find out where Christ is
truly working, and then become a part of that Work! Indeed,
this is what many of you readers have had to do—and is why
you are now part of the Living Church of God.

As major prophetic events increasingly come to pass, we
all need to “get our balance” in order to remain fully Chris-
tian and close to God. We may be tempted to hate our ene-
mies if we are severely mistreated. We may be tempted to
“revile” our national leaders, on occasion, if we see that they
are making increasingly unwise and unchristian decisions.
But, if we truly study the Bible, we will understand that al-
though God allows us to disagree in our hearts with worldly
leaders who are evil, we should never “revile” them (Acts
23:5). And we will see that, although we may be severely
hurt or upset by persecution or harassment, we should be
more than willing to forgive even as God forgave us!

Remember, Jesus said, “But I say to you, love your en-
emies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who
hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and
persecute you” (Matthew 5:44).

All of these examples, dear brethren, should make us
want to get down on our knees and “cry out” to God for
full understanding, wisdom and love, and to follow what
Christ inspired John to record, “He who eats My flesh and
drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. As the living
Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who
feeds on Me will live because of Me” (John 6:56–57).

May God help all of us to truly “feed” on Christ, to
heartfeltly drink in of His word, to cry out to Him for un-
derstanding and to “walk with God.” And we must be sure
that—as we walk—we will be correctly guided, because we
are truly developing the mind of Jesus Christ.

With Christian love, 

Walk With God and Think Like God!
(Continued from page 2)
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Mr. Lawdi Ferreira was ordained a deacon on February 20 by Re-
gional Director Mr. Rod King, pastor Mr. Pieter Van der Byl and
elders Mr. Louis Bouwer and Mr. Mansie Bouwer.  Mr. Ferreira ca-
pably, faithfully, and diligently serves the congregation in Pretoria,
South Africa.

Mr. Thomas Gossett was ordained an elder on March 20 by Pastor
Mr. Martin Fannin.  Mr. Gossett serves the congregation in
Knoxville, Tennessee.

Mr. Barry Pierson was ordained a deacon on the First Day of Un-
leavened Bread by pastor Mr. Martin Fannin.  Mr. Pierson serves
the congregation in Asheville, North Carolina.

Mr. Scott Lyonswas ordained an elder on the First Day of Unleavened
Bread by pastor Mr. Bill Whitaker, Dr. Scott Winnail and elders Mr.
Lehman Lyons, Sr., and Mr. Frank Frye.  He serves the congregation
in Walterboro, South Carolina.

Mr. Richard Ferguson was ordained a deacon on the First Day of Un-
leavened Bread by pastor Mr. Bill Whitaker, Dr. Scott Winnail and
elders Mr. Lehman Lyons, Sr., and Mr. Frank Frye.  He serves the
congregation in Walterboro, South Carolina.

Messrs. Wade Brown, Daniel Dever, Shawn Dumas and John
Robinson were ordained deacons on the First Day of Unleavened
Bread by Presiding Evangelist Dr. Roderick Meredith, pastor Mr.
Phil Sena and elders Mr. Ron McGowen and Mr. Bob Parker.  Mr.

Brown, Mr. Dumas and Mr. Robinson serve in the Austin, Texas,
congregation and Mr. Dever in the Houston, Texas, congregation.

Mr. James Ginn was ordained as an elder on the First Day of Un-
leavened Bread by pastor Mr. Joseph Brown and elder Mr. Gil Baust.

Mr. David Moore and Mr. James Brandon were ordained deacons
on the Sabbath of April 3 by Director of Church Administration
Dr. Douglas Winnail, pastor Mr. Wyatt Ciesielka and elder Mr.
David Stiffler.  These dedicated men serve the Memphis, Ten-
nessee, congregation.

Mr. Ruben Lujan was ordained an elder on the Sabbath of
April 3 by pastor Mr. Rodger Bardo and elders Messrs. James
Nork, Gerald Shoquist and Joseph Lozano.  Mr. Lujan serves
in the Phoenix, Arizona, congregation.

Mr. Richard Sedliacik was ordained as a deacon on the Sabbath of
April 3 by pastor Mr. Rodger Bardo and elders Messrs. Nork,
Shoquist, Lozano and Lujan.  He serves the congregation in
Phoenix, Arizona.

Mrs. Sharon Staggs was ordained a deaconess on the Last Day of
Unleavened Bread by pastor Mr. Wyatt Ciesielka and elder Mr.
David Stiffler.  Mrs. Staggs faithfully serves the Little Rock,
Arkansas, congregation.

Mr. & Mrs. Michael (Linda) Riley were ordained as deacon and
deaconess on the Last Day of Unleavened Bread by Regional Pas-
tor Mr. Rod King and pastor Mr. John Meakin.  Mr. and Mrs. Riley
serve the congregation in Taunton, Somerset, United Kingdom.

ocalChurchNewsL

Mr. and Mrs. Vernon (Betty) Damron of the Russellville, Arkansas,
congregation, celebrated 60 years of marriage this year.  They were
married February 23, 1950, and had four children—Deborah, Dusty,
Madonna and David—seven grandchildren and nine great grand-
children.  Mr. and Mrs. Damron were baptized in the early 1970s
and have served God’s Church faithfully through the years.  Mr.
Damron is an elder in the Russellville, Arkansas, congregation.
They truly are a wonderful example of loyalty to God’s Truth.

Mr. and Mrs. Kerwin (Karola) Hiltz celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on March 25.  They are members of the Chatham, On-
tario, Canada, congregation.  Congratulations to both of them for
their wonderful example of commitment.

Anniversaries

Ordinations

Mr. Scott Bashus and Miss Brittany Danielle Vaux were
joined in marriage under live oak trees in a millennial set-
ting at Lange Farm in Dade City, Florida, on December
20, 2009.  The ceremony was performed by Mr. Dexter
Wakefield, pastor of the Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, congre-
gation and a reception for many family members and
friends was held in the Garden House.  The bride’s parents
are James and Judy Vaux of the Ft. Lauderdale congrega-
tion; the groom’s parents are Mark and Laura Bashus of
the Omaha, Nebraska, congregation.  The happy couple
now resides in Plattsmouth, Nebraska.

Wedding



Births
Brian and Bethany McKenzie of the Adelaide congregation are
happy to announce the birth of their daughter, Danah Janine
McKenzie on October 29, 2009.  She weighed 7 pounds, 9 ounces,
and was 19 inches long.  Big brother Benjamin (4) is thrilled to
have a baby sister.  It is the seventh grandchild for Mr. and Mrs.
Bruce Tyler and also for Mrs. Barry McKenzie, of Australia, and
the eighth great-grandchild for Mr. and Mrs. Harry Schaer, of West
Richland, Washington, in the United States.

Craig and Elizabeth Jeschke of the St. Joseph, Missouri, congre-
gation, were blessed with a son, Luke Craig Jeschke on January
21.  He weighed 9 pounds, 4 ounces, and was 20 inches long.  He
was welcomed home by his big sisters, Annaliese (7) and Faith
(4).  Maternal grandparents Carl and Barbara Mueller and Great-

grandmother Alvera Glenn also attend the St. Joseph, Missouri,
congregation.

Mr. and Mrs. Fitzroy Greeman (Doreen) have the pleasure to an-
nounce the birth of their grandson, Theodore Nikolai Weekes,
born to Damian and Yonnette (Greeman) Weekes on March 9.
The baby weighed 6.5 pounds and was 19 inches long.  All the
family are delighted.

David and Alison Poole of Barrie, Ontario, Canada, are very happy
to announce the birth of their first child, Mya Alison Poole, born
April 7.  Mya’s grandparents are Ken and Colleen Frank of Fred-
ericksburg, Virginia, and Roger and Tricia Poole of Barrie, Ontario,
Canada.

Mr. Ronald Harrod died Sunday, January 17,
in Orville, Ohio, at the age of 76 years.  He
is survived by his wife of 37 years, Joan
Swerens Harrod, also of the Akron, Ohio,
congregation, as well as a brother and a sis-
ter.  Mr. Harrod enjoyed farming and was a
graduate of Penn State University with a de-
gree in Agriculture.  He was baptized in
1962 and enjoyed serving in God’s Church.
He will be missed by the Akron brethren
and all who knew his dedication to God’s
way of life.

Mr. Herman Kesner, a Church deacon who
had been baptized in 1964, died February
17, at the age of 77 years.  He was born in
Dawson, Maryland, in 1932, and married to
his first wife, Ann Llewellyn from 1950
until her death in 1994.  They had five chil-
dren.  He married Darlene Wells in 1996.
They attended the Winchester, Virginia,
congregation during the summer months
and the Tampa, Florida, congregation dur-
ing the winter months.  Mr. Kesner was
glad to serve in any way that was needed
and loved working with the Church’s youth.
His life could be summed up by Colossians
3:23-24 – “And whatever you do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord and not to men,
knowing that from the Lord you will receive
the reward of the inheritance; for you serve
the Lord Christ.”  Besides his wife Darlene
and his five children, he is survived by
seven grandchildren and 3 great-grandchil-
dren.  He was buried in Dawson, Maryland,
on February 28.

Rosemary Nash Wood of El Dorado,
Arkansas, died Wednesday, March 3, at her
home following a lengthy illness.  Mrs.
Wood was born in El Dorado in 1937 to Mr.
Needham Albert Nash and his wife Opal
Hall Nash.  She was a member of the
Church of God for 40 years.  Mrs. Wood
was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother
and great-grandmother, an excellent home-
maker and hostess, and an active member
of the Union County Extension Club for
many years.  She also enjoyed reading and
loved working in her flower garden.  Be-
sides her husband of 53 years, elder Mr.
Donald E. Wood, Mrs. Wood is survived by
a son, Steve, and his wife Ramona, of El Do-
rado, a daughter Jennifer Parnell and hus-
band Mike of Jasper, Alabama, a sister
Shirley Apartian and husband Dibar of
Charlotte, North Carolina, four grandchil-
dren, and two great-grandchildren.  She is
also survived by several cousins from the
Nash, Hall and Wood families.  Mr. Rod
Reynolds and Mr. Steve Wood conducted
her funeral on March 5.

Mrs. Irene Whiddon of the Laurel, Missis-
sippi, congregation, died March 8, at the age
of 85 years.  Mrs. Whiddon was born Irene
Elizabeth Lancaster in Kemper county, Mis-
sissippi, to Louis Alfonso Lancaster and Alice
Johnson Lancaster.  She was baptized in
1964.  At the time of her death she was liv-
ing in Meridian, Mississippi.  She was pre-
deceased by her parents,  her brother and her
two sisters.  Mrs. Jacque Hay of the
Thomasville, Georgia, congregation is her
niece, and she remembers her warmly as a
person who “was so full of life.”  A memorial

service was conducted on April 17 by Mr.
Evo Walker.

Mr. Abraham David Miller, 77, died Wednes-
day, April 14, at his home in Robert Lee,
Texas.  Born in 1932 to Harold Joseph and
Mary Lee Miller in Indiana, he was baptized
into God’s Church in 1971.  He served in the
United States army during WW II and after-
ward returned to Indiana.  After his retire-
ment he traveled around the United States
and eventually settled in West Texas, where
he attended the Abilene congregation.  Mr.
Miller loved studying the Bible and looked
forward to the time of restoration in the
Kingdom of God.  He was an avid gardener,
photographer, traveler and camper, spe-
lunker, a carpenter and mechanic, and in
younger days, a motorcycle and saddle club
enthusiast.  Mr. Miller is survived by a
daughter, Tammera (James) Wine, a grand-
daughter, five brothers and three sisters.  He
was buried in Texas on Sunday, April 18.  

Mrs. Ethel Crotzer, of Jacksonville,
Arkansas, died Saturday, April 3, at the age
of 86 years.  Mrs. Crotzer, known by many
as “Granny,” was a long time Church mem-
ber, baptized in the early 1970s, who loved
the Church and was faithful to the end. Mrs.
Crotzer was the matriarch of a large clan and
is survived by eight children, twenty-seven
grandchildren, forty-five great-grandchil-
dren, and seven great-great-grandchildren.
Her strength of character and sense of
humor will be missed by all who knew her.
Funeral services were conducted in North
Little Rock by Mr. Davy Crockett and pastor
Mr. Wyatt Ciesielka on April 7.
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Commentary

By Adam J. West

A Game of Chance?

Millions of people spend untold hours in glitzy main halls of casinos, while many others play “friendly” games of
“nickel” poker, gathered around octagon tables. Still others indulge in office sports pools, all the while hoping to cash in
on the losses of others.

What about those who set aside a small amount of money for the occasional trip to the casino “just for entertainment?”
What principles does God’s word contain in regard to gambling? Is gambling a sin?

By 1994, every American state except Utah and Hawaii had allowed some form of legal commercial gambling. But
where did gambling in the United States come from? The original 13 colonies took differing approaches to gambling, based
on two opposing views. The English view was open and supportive of gambling in its various forms. The Puritan view,
by contrast, was staunchly opposed to gambling.

In evaluating these two opposing world views, we should remember the only view that truly matters. A number of
verses in Scripture shed light on whether this ancient activity is, indeed, a sin. Jesus Christ stated, “But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). But what is God’s
righteousness? How do we seek it?

King David of Israel plainly stated, “My tongue shall speak of Your word, for all Your commandments are righteous-
ness” (Psalm 119:172). What commandment most aptly applies, then, to this subject of gambling? “You shall not covet…”
(Exodus 20:17) comes readily to mind. What does it mean to covet? Unger’s Bible Dictionary defines covetousness as “in-
ordinate desire for what one has not, which has its basis in discontentment with what one has… eager[ness] to obtain
money.” This attitude is at the root of gambling. 

Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong once stated that there were only two honest ways that a person could gain anything:
through hard, honest labor, or through a gift given by another. People who are truly seeking to keep the law of God—to
seek after righteousness—will not be trying to get something for nothing. They will not be trying to “get rich quick” at
all. It is just that simple.

Those who set aside a certain amount of money to spend at the casino for occasional entertainment should consider
whether this kind of activity demonstrates seeking the Kingdom of God. Are the places that offer gambling really places
Christians should be supporting with their inevitable financial losses? Is this what Christ showed as the example in His
life? Is it how He spent His time? Or, rather, did He seek to serve others with His whole being?

Those who indulge in gambling, regardless of the degree, may simply be taste-testing the fruit of this world. Are we
willing to recognize covetousness in our human nature—and to root it out from our lives? The Apostle Paul taught plainly
that Christians “should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind” (Ephesians 4:17). So
should those who seek righteousness avoid playing a dangerous game of chance.

The above is adapted from one of the many commentaries, discussing vital topics facing our world, available at the
www.lcg.org and www.tomorrowsworld.org Web sites.


