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Dear Brethren and Friends,
As the day of Pentecost approaches, all of us should try to 

better understand the meaning of this Holy Day, and the profound 
need we all have for God’s Holy Spirit. For, unless we use God’s 
Spirit, we are left to our own devices—and 
we tend to flounder around and fail to learn 
the lessons that God wants to teach us. We 
need to realize deeply that our Father in 
heaven has made us in His image to be His 
full sons. He is now fashioning and molding 
us to make us like He is—to be full sons of the 
great God and full members of the Family of 
God. To accomplish His awesome purpose, 
we need to have His Spirit working within 
us—empowering and leading us day by day.

God’s inspired word tells us that when the day of Pentecost 
had fully come, Christ’s original disciples were suddenly “filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:1–4). During this 
period of time, Scripture shows us that Peter—who had doubted 
Christ in certain ways, and even denied Him three times before 
the crucifixion—was suddenly filled with strength, faith and 
power. Notice that even when the apostles were threatened, 
Peter immediately spoke up boldly—although he must have 
known it might cost him his very life. After the healing of the 
crippled man, the Jewish leaders decided to threaten the apostles 
severely, commanding them not to preach in Jesus’ name. “But 
Peter and John answered and said to them, ‘Whether it is right 
in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. 
For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and 
heard’” (Acts 4:19–20). Upon receiving the Holy Spirit, Peter 
was a changed man! For he had seen the resurrected Christ, and 

had seen Him ascend into heaven. Peter now knew—and knew 
that he knew—that God was real and that Jesus was the very Son 
of God, sitting at the right hand of God in heaven. Peter then had 
a type of conviction and boldness that he had never had before. 

No doubt, he had repented bitterly of denying 
Christ, and had prayed fervently, had thought 
things through, and had learned the lesson of 
putting his total trust in God as he had never 
done before.

Remember, before the day of Pentecost, 
the Holy Spirit had only been “with” the 
apostles—not yet “in” them. Near the end of 
His life, Jesus said, “I will pray the Father, and 
He will give you another Helper, that… may 
abide with you forever—the Spirit of truth” 

(John 14:16–17). Christ explained that the world neither sees 
nor knows the Holy Spirit, which it cannot now receive. For 
Christ’s disciples, however, that Spirit “dwells with you and will 
be in you” (v. 17).

With the Holy Spirit abiding within them, the apostles had 
greater conviction, faith and power than ever before. Why? 
Christ explained that the Holy Spirit would “teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to 
you” (John 14:26). 

What else did Christ reveal about the Holy Spirit? It would 
“guide you into all truth” and would reveal “things to come” 
(John 16:13). God’s Holy Spirit is part of His very nature—
His character. The Apostle Peter described the “exceedingly 
great and precious promises, that through these you may be 
partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4). Through the 
impregnation of God’s Holy Spirit, He imparts to us part of 
His very nature. Today, as begotten children, we are preparing 
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so that we can be “born again” at the resurrection and then 
become fully God—full members of His eternal Family. 

Why does God not just give it all to us right now? After 
Satan’s rebellion, it should be obvious why God is making 
sure that you and I will be fully tried and tested, and that 
we will not be given such awesome power before we have 
learned the lessons we need to learn to be ready to become 
full members of God’s Family. 

To help us learn what we need to learn, God gave us His 
word, “for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). He inspired the Apostle Paul 
to exhort Timothy, “Preach the word! Be ready in season and 
out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering 
and teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2). So, all of God’s true ministers 
need to be willing to exhort and even rebuke the brethren so 
they can overcome and grow in grace and in knowledge. Yet, 
most of us do not like to be corrected or rebuked. It goes against 
our “human nature.” This is where God’s Holy Spirit comes in. 
Each one of us—including all of us ministers—must be willing 
to be sensitive to God’s will, and must surrender ourselves to His 
teaching, to His guidance—to His correction.

For God does rebuke and chasten every son He loves 
(Hebrews 12:4–6). Correction is not usually pleasant. God’s word 
tells us, “Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, 
but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness to those who have been trained by it” (Hebrews 
12:11). Again, each of us needs to be willing to be corrected—
directly by God or through His inspired Scripture, or through 
His true ministry. We need to be willing to learn every lesson. 
For that is one key reason why we were born! It is a key reason 
why we are here on this earth—to learn, to grow and to be 
fashioned and molded to become full members of God’s Family. 
If we are not willing to do this, we will not be in God’s Kingdom!

Dear brethren, God’s word tells us, “Like a flitting sparrow, 
like a flying swallow, so a curse without cause shall not alight” 
(Proverbs 26:2). Whenever a severe trial comes upon us, we 
should carefully think through and meditate on why God 
allowed it to happen. Even the most severe trial can and 
should become a lesson that will draw us closer to our Savior. 
For—especially if we are God’s own begotten children—He is 
very concerned about the intimate details of our lives, of our 
thoughts, our attitudes and our actions. He is fashioning and 

molding us to become like He is. He is deeply concerned that 
we learn every lesson to prepare to become His full sons.

When my stroke came upon me, about three-and-a-half 
years ago, I did sincerely try to think through any lesson I could 
learn. I found out a number of things about myself—things that I 
need to improve, things that I needed to change in order to be the 
servant God wants me to be. Even though it was painful, it was 
helpful. I hope every one of us will learn to do this. One of the 
most profound statements God inspired to be placed in His word 
is Psalm 90—composed by Moses, who wrote: “The days of our 
lives are seventy years; and if by reason of strength they are eighty 
years, yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, 
and we fly away. Who knows the power of Your anger? For as the 
fear of You, so is Your wrath. So teach us to number our days, that 
we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:10–12).

Compared to eternity, the days of our lives are very, 
very short. As we grow older in our own physical age, each 
of us comes to realize this. So, we indeed need to heed God’s 
instruction to “number our days that we may gain a heart of 
wisdom.” We need to think through, carefully, what lessons God 
wants us to learn. And we need to ask God for His correction 
and guidance—and for the attitude of total surrender to Him, 
and to His will, so we can actually learn those lessons!

In Psalm 33, David was inspired to tell us, “The Lord looks 
from heaven; He sees all the sons of men. From the place of His 
dwelling He looks on all the inhabitants of the earth; He fashions 
their hearts individually; He considers all their works” (vv. 13–
15). Yes, God “fashions” each of our hearts individually. Our 
Father in heaven is working with us, teaching us and training 
us so we can be fit to live forever in His Spirit Family. He often 
“chastens us” through His word as we truly study it, meditate on 
it and try to drink in of the mind of God. He will teach us lessons 
through various circumstances, including upsets in our lives—
lost jobs, broken relationships and other such crises. And He 
will certainly humble us and teach us lessons when we face even 
terrible health trials. When we may be facing great sickness or 
even death, we need to think through and consider what lessons 
Almighty God wants us to learn.

Brethren, please do not be afraid to face these issues 
squarely! For they involve eternity!

Continued on page 21
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We Are “At WAr”!
By Roderick C. Meredith

Dear brethren, with prophetic 
events picking up speed, and 
with this Work on the very 

cusp of having far greater impact than 
ever before, Satan the Devil will not sit 
idly by! More than ever, Satan knows 
that his time is short. No doubt he 
will soon launch his final attack on the 
very throne of God (Revelation 12:7). 
Then, Satan will be cast down and will 
return to this already deceived world 
with a furious wrath  beyond anything 
humanity has ever experienced! 
When this happens, he will especially 
persecute the true Church of God.

So, we must be ready.
All of us must draw closer to our 

God through intense Bible study, deep 
meditation, fervent prayer and fasting. 
For, even now, I can sense that Satan 
is involved in hurting and discouraging 
God’s own people. Though Almighty 
God is allowing this to test us, certainly 
Satan may be involved in the unusual 
number of God’s people who are right 
now suffering from potentially terminal 
cancer and other very serious illnesses. 

Most of these dear brethren are 
already in their 60s or 70s—some past 
the “three score and ten” years that God 
has allotted for most human beings 
to live (Psalm 90:10). But cancer, 
suffering and death always bring 
discouragement. I know. I lost my first 
wife to cancer when she was only 40 
years old. And now, I have been blessed 
with a loving marriage with my second 
wife for more than 34 years. Yet, she is 
now in serious condition because of 
cancer—as are quite a number of other 
beloved brethren all up and down the 
east coast of America. And no doubt 
dozens of other brethren around the 
world are also suffering, many of whom 
I do not personally know. They all need 
our fervent prayers!

We must realize that our adversary, 
Satan, will use this human suffering to 
distract and discourage God’s people—
if we let him! God inspired the Apostle 

Paul to warn true Christians that we are, 
in fact, “wrestling” with wicked spirits! 
Paul wrote, “Finally, my brethren, be 
strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might. Put on the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual  hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:10–12).

Paul wrote about the “wiles” of 
Satan the devil (v. 11). The New Bible 
Commentary Revised points out that 
this word “wiles” is translated from 
the Greek word methedeia—which, in 
this context, describes the various evil 
machinations of Satan and his demons. 
So, as the prophesied droughts, famines, 
earthquakes, storms and disease epidemics 
begin to strike with greater intensity than 
ever before, we must not allow Satan and 
his demons to discourage us, or to turn 
us aside from God or from our mission 
to preach His message to the world—
while we still have the opportunity!

Remember, even though God 
protected and delivered our ancient 

forefathers in Egypt, He nevertheless 
allowed them to suffer through the first 
three plagues that He brought upon 
Egypt. Then, as God began to initiate 
the fourth plague, a swarm of flies 
throughout the entire land, He stated, 
“And in that day I will set apart the 
land of Goshen, in which My people 
dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be 
there, in order that you may know that 
I am the Lord in the midst of the land. 
I will  make a difference between My 
people and your people. Tomorrow this 
sign shall be” (Exodus 8:22–23).

the “Mind” of God

The Bible is certainly the “mind of 
God,” and by revealing His approach to 
His people in ancient Egyptian captivity, 
He also indicates how He will intervene 
in our day. God may indeed allow His 
people to suffer through a number 
of terrible sicknesses and diseases—
some even leading to death. However, 
at some point, He will intervene and 
supernaturally protect His own people. 
The word of God, of course, indicates 
that He will begin to empower His true 
ministers to perform miracles, more 
than ever, at the end—just as He will 
allow Satan’s ministers to perform false 
signs and lying wonders. “For false 
christs and false prophets will rise and 
show signs and wonders to deceive, if 
possible, even the elect” (Mark 13:22).

So, although we can look forward 
to a time—we hope it is soon—when 
God’s true ministers will have increased 
power to perform miracles and 
healings, we must nevertheless grow in 
faith and courage to fight and prevail in 
this “spiritual warfare” in which we are 
engaged against Satan and his demons. 
As British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill said, regarding the physical 
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battle of Britain, we must “never, never, 
never, never give up!”

Dear brethren, we must remember 
the Apostle James’ admonition, 
“Therefore submit to God. Resist the 
devil and he will flee from you. Draw 
near to God and He will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; 
and purify  your hearts,  you double-
minded. Lament and mourn and weep! 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning 
and  your joy to gloom.  Humble 
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and 
He will lift you up” (James 4:7–10). 
Our part is to “resist” Satan the devil, 
and his discouraging and distracting 
influences. Our part is also to “draw 
near to God”—to seek Him with all 
our heart, strength and mind. We must 
not do this in a half-hearted manner. 
We must realize that our very lives are 
at stake—not only our physical lives, 
but also our spiritual lives! And we 
must always remember the constant 
admonitions, from virtually every 
person God has inspired to warn us 
about Satan and his machinations—
that is, that we must humble ourselves, 
get rid of vanity and self-will, and truly 
seek God’s will above all else.

Dear brethren, I sense that many of us, 
perhaps in most cases without realizing it, 
think we are spiritual “supermen.” That 
is wrong! We must profoundly realize our 
own human weaknesses. We must realize 
that even Jesus Christ fasted—in His 
case, for 40 days and 40 nights—when 
He knew that He would have to confront 
Satan directly (Matthew 4:2). We must 
always remember the inspired account of 
how Jesus’ own disciples were absolutely 
unable to cast out a demon who caused 
a young man to be thrown down, gnash 
his teeth and become rigid. When Jesus 
was told about this, He said, “Oh faithless 
generation, how long shall I be with you? 
How long shall I bear with you? Bring 
him to Me” (Mark 9:19). The father of 
the young man cried out, with tears, 
“Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” (v. 
24). Jesus then directly commanded the 
unclean spirit to come out.

But His disciples did not fully 
understand what was wrong. They 

asked, “Why could we not cast it out?” 
Jesus then answered, “This kind can 
come out by nothing but prayer and 
fasting” (vv. 28-–29). Do we somehow 
think that we are spiritually stronger 
than Jesus Christ? Do we dare go 
through these end times, when Satan is 
more and more often going to attack us 
directly—thinking that we can somehow 
“get by” without fervent prayer and 
fasting—two vital practices that Jesus 
even commanded to the disciples of His 
day?

What did Paul do when he was 
struck down and blinded by God? 
He cried out, “Who are you, Lord?” 
Hearing Christ speak to him, Paul 
was trembling and astonished, and 
asked, “Lord, what do you want me 
to do?” (Acts 9:5–6). Christ then 
gave Paul a command to go into the 
city, where he would be told what 
more to do. 

Awaiting God’s instruction, Paul 
then “was three days without sight, 
and neither ate nor drank” (v. 9). So, 
this humbled and blinded person—
who went on to become one of the 
greatest servants of God in history—
recognized that he needed to fast 
completely and to “seek God” for 
three solid days! He knew what God 
expected of him.

Peter’s AdMonition

Near the end of his life, the Apostle 
Peter gave a powerful exhortation 
calling upon Christians to resist Satan 
by drawing truly close to God. He 
wrote, “Likewise you younger people, 
submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, 
all of you be submissive to one another, 
and be clothed with humility, for ‘God 
resists the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble.’ Therefore humble yourselves 
under the mighty hand of God, that He 
may exalt you in due time, casting all 
your care upon Him, for He cares for 
you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil walks about like 
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour. Resist him, steadfast in the 
faith, knowing that the same sufferings 

are experienced by your brotherhood in 
the world” (1 Peter 5:5–9).

It is important to recognize that God 
resists people who are proud, arrogant, 
self-willed and self-satisfied. Brethren, 
please think about this! As Peter reminds 
us, God “gives grace” to the humble. 
And we are to remain “steadfast in the 
faith” in order to resist the devil. For 
Satan does indeed go about among God’s 
people like a “roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour.” Are you well 
prepared to resist him? Are you truly 
strengthening yourself spiritually, so 
you can better endure through the trials 
and tests that lie just ahead?

We know that the time is soon 
coming when we will be confronted 
with a “spirit war” after Satan is directly 
cast down to this earth and begins to 
attack God’s people with unmitigated 
fury! So, we must realize our need to 
become more spiritually oriented, to 
recognize the “war” we are involved 
in, and to seek God earnestly—above 
and beyond what we have ever done 
before. May God help each of us to 
take heed!

Let each of us think through, 
carefully and humbly, how Satan may 
use the trials and tests in our lives to 
distract and discourage us. Let us think 
through how we can all do better in truly 
seeking our Father in heaven, and let 
us meditate on the reality of His power 
and His purpose, as we genuinely study 
His word—“feeding” on Jesus Christ in 
this way (John 6:57), and so having 
far more of the mind and power of the 
living God within us, as we fight the 
spiritual battles that are sure to come. 
Our great God is now guiding world 
events, and is guiding this very Work 
toward a powerful conclusion. May 
each of us prepare with all of our hearts 
to do battle against our adversary, 
to overcome and to be successful 
warriors—humble Christians fully 
prepared to totally surrender our lives 
in faith to the great God who made us, 
who gives us life and breath, who is 
fashioning and molding us—and who, 
as we read in Hebrews 13:5, will never 
leave us nor forsake us.
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We all want our prayers to be heard. There is certainly 
no shortage of important matters to be praying 
about. We want more healings in the Church, and 

we all want to draw closer to God. So, what should we  be 
doing to ensure the effectiveness of our prayers?

Our prayers are effective to the degree that we use the 
spiritual power that is available to us. If we possess more 
of God’s Spirit, our prayers will be greatly energized—
and consequently will be more effective. The Apostle Paul 
admonished the young evangelist, Timothy: “Therefore I 
remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through 
the laying on of my hands” (2 Timothy 1:6).

This gift from God is not the “spirit of fear.” Rather, it is 
the Spirit of “power and of love and of a sound mind” (v. 7). 
Having more of God’s Spirit will also lead to greater faith and 
belief (Ephesians 2:8).

All converted Christians possess the Holy Spirit, which 
was received upon the laying on of hands at the time of 
baptism. God’s power is infinite, but we—though finite—may 
access some of that power to use in harmony with God’s will 
and purpose. However, this power is something we have to stir 
up in order to have more of it and reap its benefits. How do we 
do this? One key is to understand the meaning of “stir up.”

The Amplified Version helpfully translates 2 Timothy 
1:6 as follows: “That is why I would remind you to stir up 
(rekindle the embers of, fan the flame of, and keep burning) 
the [gracious] gift of God, [the inner fire] that is in you by 
means of the laying on of my hands.”

Many of us are familiar with fire as a fascinating and 
evocative image of the Holy Spirit.  At one time or another, 
perhaps you have made a fire—or lit, tended or built one up so 
that it would burn more strongly and brightly. Paul in his letter 
to Timothy likens God’s gift of the Holy Spirit to an inner fire 
that ought to burn strongly and powerfully within each of us.

But how do we get all this sense from the simple English 
word “stir”? The answer, of course, is that the Greek word 
actually means more than is seen by the simple translation.  
The Greek word Paul uses metaphorically for “stir” is 
anazopureo (from ana = up or again; zoos = alive; pur = fire) 
and means “to kindle afresh” or “keep in full flame.” In Vine’s 
Expository Dictionary, we read, “The gift of God is regarded as 
a fire capable of dying out through neglect or lack of attention” 
(see article “Stir”). Put simply, the purpose of a physical fire is 
to provide light and heat; it imparts these characteristics to its 
immediate surroundings.

This analogy helps us better understand how to increase 
the amount or the flow of God’s Spirit—His supply of divine 
power and energy—to each of us. Consider that in order to 
have a strongly burning fire, we need several things: 

•  A source of fuel—something flammable like wood, coal, 
gas or oil.

•  A spark to get the fire going—a match, a flint, a lighter. 
•  Kindling—something that burns easily, to start the fire, 

such as tinder-dry twigs, wood shavings or paper. 
There are two other elements that we may take for 

granted, but that are vital:
•  The environment. A fire needs oxygen to burn strongly. 

Surround it with carbon dioxide, and it will rapidly go out. 
•  Time and effort to tend the fire. Once started, the fire 

requires attention, as we must rake out the ash, add new 
fuel and regulate the flow of oxygen.
How does all this apply spiritually? Well, for our personal 

spiritual fire, God calls us and opens our minds to His truth; 
He feeds us “the milk of the word” (1 Peter 2:2)—a kind of 
spiritual kindling. He provides the vital spark by His Spirit. 
Then, He trusts us with the job of fanning this divine spark 
into a flame. If we “bear fruits worthy of repentance” (Matthew 
3:8), God brings us to conversion and gives His Spirit to dwell 
in us permanently and provide that “inner fire.”

God’s Spirit then imparts its characteristics to each of 
us. With it comes a sound mind, love and strength—and 
especially faith, or belief. The fire must be continually fed, 
tended and nurtured, or it will go out. Sin is the great enemy 
of this fire—it creates the wrong kind of environment, in 
which our spiritual strength will fail (Psalm 31:10) and God’s 
Spirit will be quenched (1 Thessalonians 5:19). So, we have 
to be prepared to spend the time and the energy necessary to 
keep our inner fire burning strongly.

for WhAt PurPose?

Why should we care about this inner fire? If we do not 
understand the reason and purpose for having it in our lives, 
we will not put forth the effort to keep it burning strongly, or 
even to keep it alive.  

God’s Spirit is a projection of His will and purpose. It is 
the Spirit of great power and strength (Ephesians 6:10). It is 
the power to live a godly life in words, deeds and by personal 
example (Titus 2:12). It is the power to preach the gospel of 
“the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 
8:12). It is the power that enables the ministry to preach wisely 
and with strength (Ephesians 6:19). It is the power by which 
God fulfills His promises. This includes His promise of divine 
healing (James 5:15–16). By the working of God’s all-powerful 
Spirit, any and all challenges, problems and crises can be met 
and resolved (Philippians 4:19).

So, how can we have more of the amazing power of God’s 
Spirit? Jesus Christ Himself provides the answer: “So I say to you, 

Stir Up God’S Gift!
By John Meakin
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ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 
it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he 
who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened” (Luke 
11:9–10). In verse 13, Christ makes it plain that He is speaking 
about making the Holy Spirit available to those who ask for it!

If, through prayer, we diligently ask, seek and knock—
asking God to make the power of His Spirit available to us—
He promises to hear us. God’s Spirit is fuel for our spiritual 
fire. Its power will then go to work to accomplish God’s will 
and purpose in our lives. Our prayers will be energized. Our 
spiritual growth will speed up. Our spiritual accomplishments 
will increase. There is nothing too small—and nothing too 
big—that God cannot accomplish through the power of His 
Spirit (Genesis 18:14; Jeremiah 32:27). God is all-powerful, 
and we all need to learn how to tap into that power source 
more effectively. God is able “to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works in us” (Ephesians 3:20).

Faith is the key. When the disciples failed to heal the 
epileptic possessed by a demon, Christ explained that their 
failure came about because of their unbelief (Matthew 17:15–
21). Without the power of faith, they could not heal. Notice 
that, when Christ gave this instruction, the disciples had not 
yet been converted—they had not yet received the Holy Spirit. 
Yet Christ did not tell them, in the first instance, to become 
converted. He told them that they needed to pray and fast. Doing 
so would bring them closer to God, and would connect them 
more effectively to the power of God that they needed. 

Of course, conversion is still vitally necessary for us 
as Christians. The disciples went on to become powerful 
instruments in God’s service after they were converted. But 
Christ’s words here make it plain that even as converted 
Christians, they would still need to pray and fast regularly in 
order to heap more fuel on their spiritual inner fires.

An “enerGy CirCuit”

The energy and power of fire can be enhanced greatly by 
establishing an energy circuit. A fire in a grate will heat one 
room, and you in that room. However, if you place a boiler 
behind the fire, and you put some radiators and a pump in 
a circuit throughout the house, the heat from the fire can 
be transferred to all the other rooms of the house, and even 
provide hot water for washing. Energy can be transferred 
around a circuit—in this example, through the agency of 
water moving through a radiator and pump.

Think of how an old steam locomotive functions. Coal 
is burned under a boiler that heats water into steam, which 
drives a piston, which turns the wheels and provides motion. 
This transfer of energy from the original coal allows much 
valuable work to be performed.

Next, think on an even larger scale. Consider a fire 
many miles away, in a power station. The burning fuel now 
heats water into steam, which powers an electrical turbine, 

which generates electricity. Now, the prospects for energy 
transfer become far greater. Connect this power station to an 
electrical grid, and thousands of homes and businesses can 
be heated and lit, and many electrical devices in those homes 
and businesses can be powered. Although you cannot see the 
electricity directly, you can see the work it accomplishes. 

Now, consider this analogy spiritually. God possesses an 
infinite degree of divine energy, and thus is an infinite source 
of power. That supremely powerful God, for those of us who 
have His Holy Spirit, is our “power station.” Each Christian is 
connected to this source of spiritual power and is part of the 
“power grid” comprised of members of God’s Church, who 
are to be one with each other and with God (John 17:20–
23). Because of our connection, we can tap into this source 
of energy.  When God’s word goes forth, it is a fruitful and 
marvelous extension of His power. “For as the rain comes 
down, and the snow from heaven, and do not return there, 
but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My 
word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return 
to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:10–11).

What Isaiah is describing can be thought of, in our 
analogy, as a remarkable power circuit—a projection of divine 
power to accomplish God’s purpose and will. You and I, as 
Christians with the Holy Spirit, can tap into this source of 
power, whenever we “plug in” to it.  

We “plug in” when we ask, seek and knock for more of God’s 
Holy Spirit to accomplish a godly purpose. Our tools for doing 
this include prayer, Bible study, meditation and fasting. And we 
know God will provide His power, as He says so—repeatedly—
in Scripture. We just need to “complete the circuit.”

Using this analogy, our faith is like a switch that closes a 
divine power circuit. Without faith, the switch is off, and the 
power simply cannot flow. However, if you believe, the switch 
is on and the power can flow. And once the power is flowing, 
it can be “turned up” to higher levels—just as we can increase 
our faith! Amazingly, God promises that whenever we ask for 
something, according to His will, He will answer and provide 
(Mark 11:22–24). This is the faith that proverbially moves 
mountains (v. 23)!

Prayer, Bible study, meditation and fasting are vital 
spiritual tools—the “weapons of our warfare” (2 Corinthians 
10:4). They bring us closer to God, and connect us to more of 
His power. They activate and increase our faith by adding fuel 
to our inner spiritual fire. Put enough fuel on that fire, and 
it can become a raging inferno to accomplish God’s will. But 
we cannot kindle a great fire within unless we pay continuing 
attention to doing those things that fan the flames of God’s 
Spirit within us.

So, be sure to “stir up God’s Spirit.” You may be astounded 
at the result in your life, in the lives of those for whom you 
ardently pray, and in the Work to which God has called you 
to do your part.
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We have all seen the sign. 
Sometimes it is along a 
highway. Or sometimes we 

see it painted on a rock surface along 
the road. Certainly, if you have seen a 
baseball game, there it is in the stands—
right behind home plate. And if you 
have watched an American football 
game, there it is, in the background, 
when a field goal is attempted.

What am I referring to? The 
verse that is perhaps the most widely 
displayed verse from the entire Bible—
John 3:16. “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.”

Yet, for all the advertisement of this 
verse, and even though it is perhaps 
the most memorized verse of the entire 
Bible, how many people really know 
what it means?

Many professing Christians think 
they know, but mostly what they 
understand about this special verse is 
simply that God loves us and Christ died 
for us. Of course, that much is true, and 
should be a great source of inspiration 
and encouragement. However, there is 
much more meaning behind this “golden 
verse” than most people—even most 
professing Christians—understand. For 
example, who and what is God? And 
who is the Son? Why did God give His 
Son for us? And what does it mean to 
perish or to have everlasting life? These 
are all very important questions, which 
could be answered at length in several 
articles. For now, consider just the first 
two words of that verse: “For God…”

the Greek Version

It is easy to pass over these opening 
words without challenging our thinking 
about who God is. Sadly, most people 
do not know the true God—not even 
most professing Christians! Many 
assume without ever proving it that 
the God of the Bible is a Trinity—three 

persons (hypostases) in one—but where 
did this concept come from? Eerdman’s 
highly regarded Handbook to the History 
of Christianity tells us that: “In Against 
Praxeas, Tertullian developed the 
doctrine of the Trinity” (p. 111).

But who was Tertullian, and from 
where did he get his ideas about God? 
Tertullian was born around 160ad and 
“received the typical education of the 
late second century.… But his well-
known question, ‘What has Athens to do 
with Jerusalem?’ expressed a rejection 
of philosophy that was not true of his 
own work, since he demonstrated how 
pagan intellectual achievements could 
be made to serve Christianity” (ibid.).

Clearly, Tertullian and others 
were products of their educations 
which were heavily influenced by the 
philosophical and pagan ideas of their 
time and location. In contrasting the 
thinking of various church scholars of 
the late second century ad, Eerdman 
compares the two primary North 
African cities that influenced such men 
as Tertullian and Origen:

“The differences between the 
orthodoxy of, for instance Alexandria 
and Carthage, arose out of the different 
ways of thinking of their theologians. 
Tertullian used the language and 
thought-forms of law, rhetoric and 
Stoicism—and Montanism; Clement 
and Origen used the concepts of 
Platonism and Pythagoreanism—and 
Christian Gnosticism. Origen, and 
even Tertullian, may at times have been 
so heavily influenced by them as to 
cross the narrow frontier that separates 
orthodoxy from heresy” (ibid., p. 109).

These theologians read the Bible 
through the lenses of their non-biblical 
biases, and one of the great debates of 
the day involved the nature of God:

“Tertullian gave the Latin West 
a theological vocabulary that has 

hardly yet been bettered. He drew 
upon Stoicism and Roman law for his 
language, and taught that God was one 
being (substantia) but three concrete 
individuals (personae).… 

Origen’s teaching dominated the 
East in the third and fourth centuries.… 
he insisted that Father, Son and Spirit 
were three eternally distinct persons 
(Greek hypostaseis–roughly the same 
as personae).… Origen’s ideas were 
deeply coloured by Middle Platonism, 
which graded existence into different 
levels” (ibid., p. 112).

In addition to the problem of pre-
conceived perceptions about God 
based on heathen influences, it is 
important to understand the arrogance 
that accompanied these prejudices. 
For example, the Bible affirms that the 
apostles were part of the foundation of 
the Church: “having been built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:20). Further, 
Jude—who was the brother of Christ—
admonishes us to return to the faith 
that the apostles once delivered (Jude 
3). There was no sense of a progressive 
theology with Jude, but not so with 
Origen who came along much later. 
Origen felt quite superior to the Apostles 
Peter, John, James and the other men 
Christ had personally chosen: “The 
speculative Origen not only includes 
paragraphs on the soul, free will, devils 
and angels, but also claims that the 
apostles left much else ‘to be investigated 
by those who were fit for the higher 
gifts of the Spirit’” (ibid., p. 115).

How many people realize the 
questionable sources from which their 
ideas arise? And how many realize 
that the concept of the Trinity is just 
as controversial today as it ever was? 
Any student of the subject realizes 
that there are different schools of 
thought about the nature of the 
Trinity. Without belaboring the point, 

God, Who Loved the WorLd
By Gerald Weston
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notice these headings from the online 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
regarding the Trinity: “Modalism, 
Latin Trinitarianism, (Divine Life 
Stream Theories, Relative Identity 
Theories), Social Trinitarianism 
(Functional Monotheist Social 
Trinitarianism, Trinity Monotheist 
Social Trinitarianism, Perichoretic 
Monotheist Social Trinitarianism, 
Group Mind Monotheist Social 
Trinitarianism, Mysterianism), 
Negative Mysterianism and Positive 
Mysterianism.” You obviously have 
plenty of company if you do not 
understand the Trinity!

the BiBliCAl Version

How refreshing are Jude’s words 
when we simply go back to the Bible 
and read what it says about the nature 
of God. “Beloved, while I was very 
diligent to write to you concerning our 
common salvation, I found it necessary 
to write to you exhorting you to contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once 
for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).

The first place the term “God” 
is used in scripture (Genesis 1:1), 
it comes from the Hebrew Elohim, 
a plural word. The plurality of God 
is affirmed in verse 26: “Then God 
[Elohim] said, ‘Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness.… ’” 
The terms Us and Our indicate more 
than one member in the God family, 
but how can one reconcile humankind 
being made in the image and likeness 
of a Trinitarian god? Think about it. If 
God is a Trinity, with all that this means 
and implies, how could we human 
beings truthfully be said to have been 
made in His image and likeness?

The Apostle John gives us great 
insight into the nature of God: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God” (John 
1:1–2). Setting aside any preconceived 
notions, the clarity with which John 
writes is refreshing. We see here two 
beings: one is called God and the other 
the Word. Yet the Word is also called 

God and He was in the beginning with 
God. A simple analogy is that of a man 
and a woman who are married. Both are 
named Smith. The husband is Smith and 
the wife is Smith. Interestingly, God tells 
us that the man and his wife are to be 
one (Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:5).

John further reveals that the one 
known as the Word is He who became 
known as Jesus the Christ (John 1:14), 
and it was through Jesus that everything 

was made that was made (John 1:3, 
Colossians 1:15–18). There is no 
mention here of the Holy Spirit being a 
part of this family or of being a separate 
personae or hypostasis. In fact, if the 
Holy Spirit were a person, we would be 
confronted with several problems.

Matthew 1:20 tells us: “But while he 
thought about these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take to you Mary your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her 
is of the Holy Spirit.’” Now, consider—
if the Holy Spirit is a person, then who 
would Jesus’ Father be?  The Holy Spirit 
would be Jesus’ Father! But we know 
this cannot be. Thus, we can see the 
fallacy of the Trinity teaching.  Of course, 
when Trinity-believers are confronted 
with this passage, one will often hear 
the response, “You don’t understand the 

doctrine of the Trinity.” But that is okay, 
because neither does the person who 
responds this way. The doctrine of 
the Trinity is known as a strict mystery, 
which is defined as: “A revealed truth 
that so far exceeds the capacity of a 
created intellect that its full meaning 
cannot be comprehended except by 
God alone. Yet strict mysteries, such 
as the Trinity and the Incarnation, can 
be partially understood, with varying 
degrees of insight, depending on God’s 
grace or the believer’s own effort and 
experience” (CatholicReference.net).

Another problem for Trinitarians is 
found in the language Paul and Peter 
used in Scripture to greet their readers. 
Near the beginning in twelve of Paul’s 
epistles—always within the first seven 
verses—we find the following: “Grace 
to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 1:7; 
Ephesians 1:3). Why is there no mention 
of the Holy Spirit? Peter writes a similar 
greeting: “Grace and peace be multiplied 
to you in the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord” (2 Peter 1:2).

the lord is one!

Most Jews look to Deuteronomy 
6:4 as the most important verse in 
the Bible: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord 
our God, the Lord is one!” Jesus, too, 
confirms the oneness of God: “I and 
My Father are one” (John 10:30). So, 
this brings us to the question, “In what 
way is God ‘one’?”

Origen defined God’s oneness 
through the lens of Greek philosophical 
concepts. “The issue of the Trinity (a 
later term) became an unavoidable 
problem. It was particularly difficult 
to resolve because of the influence of 
the Greek concept of unity, as perfect 
oneness, excluding any internal 
distinctions (Eerdman’s, p. 110). But is 
this the biblical definition of oneness?

Thankfully, we are not left in doubt 
concerning this question. Jesus Christ 
answers this most important question 
for us and it has no relationship to 
“the Greek concept of unity, as perfect 
oneness, excluding any internal 

the ApoStLe John GiveS US 
GreAt inSiGht into the nAtUre of 
God: “in the beGinninG WAS the 
Word, And the Word WAS With 
God, And the Word WAS God. 
he WAS in the beGinninG With 
God” (John 1:1–2). SettinG 

ASide Any preconceived notionS, 
the cLArity With Which John 
WriteS iS refreShinG. We See 

here tWo beinGS: one iS cALLed 
God And the other the Word. 
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distinctions.” On the night in which 
He was betrayed, Jesus was on earth 
and He prayed to His Father in heaven. 
He prayed not only for His disciples of 
that day, but also for those who would 
believe through them. In effect, He was 
also praying for us. Note these clear 
words about oneness found in this 
prayer: “I do not pray for these alone, 
but also for those who will believe in 
Me through their word; that they all 
may be one” (John 17:20–21). So we 
see that He wants us all to be one, but 
in what way? So “that they all may be 
one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I 
in You; that they also may be one in 
Us, that the world may believe that You 
sent Me. And the glory which You gave 
Me I have given them, that they may 
be one just as We are one; I in them, 
and You in Me; that they may be made 
perfect in one” (vv. 21–23).

Could anything be more plain? The 
oneness God is describing is not the 
Trinitarian concept of a three-in-one 
closed godhead. We human members 
of God’s family are to be one, “just as” 
God the Father and Jesus Christ are one. 
Now we all know that true Christians 
today are not absorbed into a single 
entity with no internal distinctions. We 
all have separate physical bodies. We are 
not in the same space at the same time. 
In fact, we are not normally all in the 
same room, city, or country at the same 
time. Yet, Jesus prayed that we would 
all be one, just as He and the Father are 
one! Is it not evident that this biblical 
oneness is referring to being at one in 
mind and purpose?

Note also that human beings are 
to “be one in Us [God the Father and 
Jesus Christ]” (v. 21). This oneness 
certainly does not fit with the idea of 
a closed godhead, an idea the Trinity 
doctrine requires. On the contrary, we 
are called to be a part of the very God 
family. (For further information, if you 
have not already done so, please request 
our booklet, Your Ultimate Destiny, by 
contacting the Regional Office nearest 
you, listed on page 23 of this issue, or 
going online to TomorrowsWorld.org to 
read the booklet).

sinCere Questions

Many professing Christians simply 
assume that the Bible shows the Holy 
Spirit as a person. There are several 
passages that might on the surface 
appear that way, so let us take a closer 
look at one of them. John 14:16–17 
tells us: “And I will pray the Father, 
and He will give you another Helper, 
that He may abide with you forever—
the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees 
Him nor knows Him, but you know 
Him, for He dwells with you and will be 
in you.” The word translated “Helper” 
(“Comforter” in the KJV) comes from 
the Greek parakletos. As is the case in 
numerous languages, nouns in Greek 
are gendered—they are usually either 
masculine or feminine, but in some 
cases they can be neuter. The gender 
of a noun does not impute actual 
gender to the object—many nouns 
carry a masculine or feminine gender 
that has nothing to do with the actual 
gender of the object. Is a table male or 
female simply because of its noun and 
pronoun? Of course not! In this case, 
the noun parakletos is masculine, so it 
requires a masculine pronoun. Most 
English translations therefore translate 
the pronoun as the masculine “He”—
but “It” would be both grammatically 
and doctrinally acceptable, as it is 
rendered in some Bible translations 
such as the French Geneva Bible. 
However, even if one translates “He” as 
“It,” this does not remove the problem 
entirely. Even with “It,” some readers 
are tempted to construe the passage 
as if it is talking about a person. The 
answer is found in understanding a 
literary term called personification. 
The Oxford University Press online 
dictionary defines personify this way: to 
“attribute a personal nature or human 
characteristics to [something non-
human].” Now, does the Bible ever do 
this? The answer is an emphatic, yes! 
See Proverbs 8:1–3: “Does not wisdom 
cry out, and understanding lift up her 
voice? She takes her stand on the top of 
the high hill, beside the way, where the 

paths meet. She cries out by the gates, 
at the entry of the city, at the entrance 
of the doors.… ” Chapter 9 of Proverbs 
also personifies wisdom: “Wisdom has 
built her house, she has hewn out her 
seven pillars; she has slaughtered her 
meat, she has mixed her wine, she has 
also furnished her table” (vv. 1–2).

Now, does anyone think wisdom 
is a person? Of course not, unless 
“Wisdom” is someone’s name. Does 
personification by itself prove that the 
Holy Spirit is not a person? Perhaps 
not if that were the only reason for 
such belief, but there are many other 
reasons not to ascribe personhood to 
the Holy Spirit. As we have already 
seen, if the Holy Spirit were a person, 
it would be the Father of Jesus; and 
Paul and Peter would have been very 
insensitive in leaving that person out 
of their greetings to the various groups 
of Christians to whom they wrote. 
Additionally, we must note that the 
Holy Spirit is seen as being poured out 
(Acts 10:45) and as the power of God 
(Luke 1:35; Romans 15:13). It is also 
described metaphorically as wind (Acts 
2:2; John 20:22) and water (John 7:37–
39).

When Jesus said He would 
send the Helper (John 14:16–17), 
He finished the thought in the next 
verse: “I will not leave you orphans; 
I will come to you.” The Holy Spirit 
is the power that flows out from God 
the Father and Jesus Christ. It is the 
agent through which Christ would 
come to them, and through which 
Paul could proclaim: “Christ lives in 
me” (Galatians 2:20). It is the Spirit 
of Truth that will guide us into truth 
(John 16:13–14), just as wisdom 
instructs us (Proverbs 9:4–6).

Yes indeed. God—the one and only 
true God of the Bible—did so love the 
world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting 
life! And He gave Christians His Spirit—
not a person, but rather the very power 
of God Himself—through which they 
could live His way in preparation for 
that everlasting life to come.
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More than 2.1 billion people today identify 
themselves as Christian. That is nearly one-
third of those living today on the earth! But 

there is a scripture that presents a different picture 
of the Church that Jesus Christ founded. “Enter by 
the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leads to destruction, and 
there are many who go in by it. 
Because narrow is the gate and 
difficult is the way which leads to 
life, and there are few who find it” 
(Matthew 7:13–14).

So, are there “few who find it,” 
or are there more than 2.1 billion 
who have found it? 

Hard as it may be for some to 
accept, only a small portion of the 
vast human population is being 
called into God’s Church today. The 
majority of those who have lived 
in this present age will be called 
later, at the Great White Throne 
Judgment, when they will have 
their opportunity for salvation. 

It was easier for the first century 
Church to understand this, since 
Christians then were a persecuted, 
“little flock,” gathered together in small, scattered 
congregations. Today, by contrast, we see billions of 
people claiming to follow Christ, even while denying 
the beliefs and practices He observed and taught. 

Most of those who identify themselves as 
Christians today believe that the world is a spiritual 
battleground in a titanic struggle between God and 
Satan. They assume that people who are not saved now 
are eternally lost to Satan’s clutches. They think that 
if you die without being “saved,” the devil will have 
gotten you, and an eternity of horrible suffering will be 
your future. It is commonly believed that all those who 
lived before the time of Jesus, even those who died as 
young children, are right now burning in eternal agony. 

To many observers, such a horrifying belief makes 
God appear unjust. Thankfully, the Bible does not teach 
what so many believe. True Christians, who follow the 
original, first-century faith and practice of the Church, 
have always been a different few with a different view. 
Jesus called His Church a “little flock,” because He 
knew that it would always be such in this age. He said, 

“Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to 
Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father” 
(John 6:65). The time will come when the world will 
“be full of the knowledge of the Lord” and all can be 
drawn to the Father, but for as long as “Satan, who 
deceives the whole world” is “the god of this age” this 

cannot happen (Revelation 12:9; 
2 Corinthians 4:4).

One of the great meanings of 
Pentecost is that the whole world 
is not being called now, but God’s 
Church is called out of it as the 
firstfruits of God. Pentecost is the 
Feast of Firstfruits, teaching us 
some great truths.

Some preach that if you will 
simply call Jesus your Lord, you 
can reject God’s divine law and 
say that it has been “done away.” 
However, Jesus disagreed with 
this idea. “Not everyone who says 
to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of My Father 
in heaven. Many will say to Me in 
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in Your name, cast out 

demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 
name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” 
(Matthew 7:21–24).

So, who rejects God’s divine law today? Not the 
“little flock” of the true Church—not in the first 
century, and not now. The wide, broad way of rejecting 
God’s law is the way of most professing Christians 
today, not the way of the biblical few in the little flock.

True Christians understand that God is not in a 
battle with Satan for the souls of mankind, and that Jesus 
Christ is not trying to save the whole world now. What 
are the implications of this? A good understanding of 
the Holy Day of Pentecost lets us recognize what God 
is doing in this age.

A deCeiVed World

What the world imagines about Satan and what the 
Bible teaches are not the same thing. What the Bible 
reveals about the role of Satan is very different from the 

the little floCk
By Dexter B. Wakefield
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mythology that has grown up around the subject of the devil. 
Note that the name “Satan” means “adversary,” and the word 
“devil” means “accuser.”

Satan, as our adversary, wants everyone to think that he 
is the equal and opposite of God. He certainly is not, although 
he aspires to be so. God has no opposite and certainly no 
equal. It was Satan, our adversary, who said, “I will ascend 
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; 
I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the 
farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights 
of the clouds, I will be like the Most High” (Isaiah 14:13–14). 
An ambitious spirit, that Satan! But the Bible reveals he 
is just a corrupted archangel and a loser (and a sore loser 
at that). He lost it all while trying to tempt Christ in the 
wilderness, and now he is just playing out his endgame as 
bitterly and destructively as possible. God is sovereign, and 
Jesus has been given all power in heaven and earth. Satan’s 
only real power is to deceive and tempt—and such other 
power that God may allow him from time to time. But God 
is not struggling with Satan. The world’s deceived mythology 
presents Satan and God in a cosmic struggle. In movies, we 
see the “dark side of the force” struggling against its “light 
side.” Various philosophies suggest that good and evil need 
to be “in balance” so there can be order in the world. This 
is an easy mistake to make, because we, as mortal human 
beings, struggle with evil in our own lives, and we often seek 
to justify it. In the Bible, Satan is not “Yin” to God’s “Yang.” 
However, Satan would love for us to think so.

sAVe the World?

God is not trying to save the whole world now. Rather, 
all whom He does not call in this present age will have their 
opportunity for salvation in the future. That is the wonderful 
meaning of the Last Great Day, one of God’s seven annual 
Holy Days. But the true Church of God has always been a 
small group, often persecuted.  Over the centuries, powerful 
church-state alliances have severely persecuted the little 
flock that kept God’s Sabbath holy. Christ warned of this. 
“Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will 
also persecute you…” (John 15:20). This little flock—these 
firstfruits—are being judged now. “For the time has come 
for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins 
with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey 
the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17). The rest of the world is 
not being judged now. “Because He has appointed a day on 
which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man 
[Jesus Christ] whom He has ordained” (Acts 17:31).

Who Are these firstfruits?

They are those who have the Holy Spirit of God dwelling 
in them now. “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 

indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does 
not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His” (Romans 8:9).

The Kingdom of God starts small, beginning with the first 
of the firstfruits—Jesus Christ, the  “Chief Cornerstone”—
and then it grows. “You watched while a stone was cut out 
without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and 
clay, and broke them in pieces… And the stone that struck 
the image became a great mountain and filled the whole 
earth” (Daniel 2:34–35).

Christ, as first of the firstfruits, is preeminent in all things. 
The Church comes afterward. “For since by man came death, 
by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. But each one 
in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are 
Christ’s at His coming” (1 Corinthians 15:20–23).

The New Testament Church, the firstfruits of God, began 
on Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was given. “Of His own 
will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might 
be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures” (James 1:18). Both 
Christ and His Church are called “firstfruits”—but Christ 
was and will always be the first of the firstfruits.

Pentecost is one of the seven annual Holy Days, and 
is sometimes called the Feast of Firstfruits or the Feast of 
Weeks. “Also on the day of the firstfruits, when you bring a 
new grain offering to the Lord at your Feast of Weeks, you 
shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no customary 
work” (Numbers 28:26).

There is always one weekly Sabbath as part of the Days 
of Unleavened Bread. The day of Pentecost is counted from 
that Sabbath. “And you shall count for yourselves from 
the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought 
the sheaf of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be 
completed. Count fifty days to the day after the seventh 
Sabbath; then you shall offer a new grain offering to the 
Lord. You shall bring from your dwellings two wave loaves 
of two-tenths of an ephah. They shall be of fine flour; they 
shall be baked with leaven. They are the firstfruits to the 
Lord” (Leviticus 23:15–17). The Day of Pentecost pictures 
the firstfruits harvest that comes in the spring before the 
larger fall harvest—pictured by the Feast of Tabernacles 
(sometimes called the Feast of Ingathering). Pentecost 
pictures the smaller harvest of the Church in this age—
those whom God calls as firstfruits. 

This scripture also mentions “the sheaf of the wave 
offering” in which the High Priest also made an offering of 
firstfruits before the Lord in the Holy Place. Christ is the first 
of the firstfruits, and His resurrection and acceptance by the 
Father is pictured by that Wave Sheaf offering. 

 “sPirituAlly sPeCiAl?”

Upon learning all this, some have succumbed to the 
temptation to become exclusivist. They think, “If I’m to be 
among the firstfruits, then I must be a spiritually special 
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person.” Herbert W. Armstrong used to deflate that notion. 
He said, “You weren’t called to ‘get in first.’ You were called to 
do the Work.” God called the poor and meek in this age—so 
that “no flesh should glory.” It is God the Father who does 
the calling—and our calling is certainly not a result of our 
own merit.

The following scripture can be humbling: “For you see 
your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But God 
has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame 
the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world 
to put to shame the things which 
are mighty; and the base things of 
the world and the things which are 
despised God has chosen, and the 
things which are not, to bring to 
nothing the things that are, that no 
flesh should glory in His presence. 
But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, 
who became for us wisdom from 
God—and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption—
that, as it is written, “He who 
glories, let him glory in the Lord’” 
(1 Corinthians 1:26–31).

Why were we called in this age? One reason is to do the 
Work of God. Another is to “put to shame the wise” that “no 
flesh should glory in His presence.” We are called because 
we are “the foolish things,” “the weak things,” “the base 
things,” “the things which are despised” and “the things 
which are not.” God chose those who would seem to the 
world to be the least likely candidates to be kings and priests 
in tomorrow’s world. That revelation should be humbling 
to us all. But in our weakness His strength is perfected (2 
Corinthians 12:9).

“Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our 
Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the 
sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, who 
has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according 
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which 
was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began” (2 Timothy 
1:8–9).

It is God who both calls and chooses in this age, and the 
Feast of Firstfruits reminds us that the number for which He 
does this is not large. “But when the king came in to see the 
guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding 
garment. So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in 
here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 
Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, 
take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few 
are chosen” (Matthew 22:11–14).

Those who are called and chosen are also faithful to the 
end, battling those who “will make war with the Lamb, and 

the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and 
King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, 
and faithful” (Revelation 17:14).

WhAt ABout the others?

So, how do you know who is “in the Church”? Who would 
you exclude or include? That can be a touchy question! Some 
might easily exclude the great villains of history such as Hitler, 
Attila the Hun or Judas Iscariot. But making such judgments 
can be difficult, although the Bible says that we may need 

to do so at times. And it is easy to 
be wrong about the conversion of 
individuals—both whether they are 
or whether they are not converted.

For instance, there have been, 
and will continue to be, “savage 
wolves” in “sheep’s clothing”—
and we need to know who they 
are. Such individuals appear to 
be converted, but in fact, they 
are far from it. “For I know this, 
that after my departure savage 
wolves will come in among you, 
not sparing the flock. Also from 

among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away the disciples after themselves” (Acts 
20:29–30). Sincere Christians do not become followers of a 
“savage wolf” unless they think he is a converted follower 
of Christ. God also warned His Church about false ministers 
who seem to be ministers of righteousness. “For such are 
false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves 
into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For Satan himself 
transforms himself into an angel of light. Therefore it is no 
great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into 
ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to 
their works” (2 Corinthians 11:13–15). Clearly, it is possible 
to be deceived about someone’s conversion. But Christ 
assured us, “You will know them by their fruits” (Matthew 
7:15–16).

We can look for “fruits of the Spirit” in someone’s life, 
but there are loving, kind people who later prove to be 
unconverted. What about all the “nice people” of the world? 
On the other hand, there have been some individuals who, 
for a time, seemed to be “lost sheep,” but whom the Good 
Shepherd retrieved. Having seemingly gone out from among 
us, they later repented and returned to serve God faithfully. 
People can repent! Only God knows a person’s true spiritual 
state. 

The Apostle Paul told the brethren in Corinth, “But now I 
have written to you not to keep company with anyone named 
a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, 
or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to 
eat with such a person” (1 Corinthians 5:11). Although the 
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Holy Spirit is invisible, Scripture gives us a visible, objective 
standard for Christian conduct, based on specific actions that 
we can observe.

After the Apostle Peter preached a stirring sermon about 
the Gospel, the people believed and asked an important 
question. “Now when they heard this, they were cut to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?” Then Peter said to them, “Repent, 
and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children, 
and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will 
call” (Acts 2:37–39).

A true Christian has been baptized for the remission of 
sins, and has received the Holy Spirit by the laying on of 
hands, believing in the true Gospel of the Kingdom of God—
not the variety of false gospels. True Christians “contend 
for the faith once delivered.” One with the Spirit of Christ 
has truly repented of sins, is overcoming sins and growing 
spiritually. A true Christian is not deceived about what sin 
is (1 John 3:4)—we cannot repent of sin and break God’s 
commandments at the same time! God’s people keep the Ten 
Commandments, not the Nine Suggestions!

The Apostle Paul added something of great importance 
when he wrote to the Hebrews: “For we have become partakers 
of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast 
to the end” (Hebrews 3:14). For instance, we must not sin 
willfully. “For if we sin willfully after we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for 
sins” (Hebrews 10:26).

It is not for us to condemn anyone in whom we do not 
discern the fruits of the Spirit—it is God who judges those 
in His Church. But if we do not see in people the attributes 
mentioned above, it does not matter how “spiritual” they 
present themselves to be—we cannot assume they have God’s 
Spirit, and we may be required to adjust our fellowship with 
them accordingly.

the “Medfly PrinCiPle”

Why do so many churches teach other gospels, reject 
God’s commandments, advocate lawlessness, deny the 
Kingdom of God, present a non-biblical Christ, disdain 
prophecy, reject the authority of the Bible—and still say that 
they are Christian? We can expect this because our world 
today is Satan’s world. For now, Satan is the god of this 
world.

To understand Satan’s deceptive strategy, a helpful 
analogy can be found in agriculture. In the orange groves 
of Florida and California, the growers are always worried 
about the possibility of an outbreak of medflies, whose 
larvae can devastate a crop. When farmers begin to see a 
few medflies, they often release thousands of male medflies 
that have been sterilized and cannot produce offspring. 

Thus, when a female medfly encounters a male, it is most 
likely to be one of the sterile males, so their union is without 
effect. By deceiving female medflies with an abundance of 
sterile males, the medfly population is thereby kept to a 
manageable minimum.

We can see how Satan follows a similar strategy. Consider 
someone who wants to find the true Church of God today. 
By providing such an abundance of “sterile” messages—the 
myriad false doctrines, preachers with contradictory ideas, 
and the multitudes of religious teachings in the media—Satan 
makes finding the Truth humanly difficult. Without God’s 
call and guidance, how difficult would it be to find the Truth 
today? Of course, since you are reading this article, you are 
blessed indeed! “Because narrow is the gate and difficult is 
the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it” 
(Matthew 7:14).

the Work MAtters!

What Work is Christ doing? Why should we labor in 
that Work, if it is God who does the calling? Some teach that 
the Work has been finished. As “proof,” they often point out 
that not as many are being called today as were in the past. 
However, this perspective neglects one of the great themes of 
Pentecost. The Church of God in this age is necessarily a little 
flock, and God is not trying to convert the whole world now. 
Indeed, we cannot. While every new member is extremely 
important and cherished, the measure of the success of the 
Work is not how many converts God calls at any given time. 
“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the 
world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will 
come” (Matthew 24:14). This is what God’s Church is doing 
today.

We greatly desire for more people to repent and be 
baptized, and we pray that God will call many in these last 
days. And, when we are sincerely asked, we are happy to give 
reason for the hope that is within us. But God calls whom 
He will, and we then serve the ones He calls. Certainly, we 
do everything we can to facilitate those conversions, and 
we are grateful for the many baptisms God is adding to His 
Church each year. But, even if there were no new conversions, 
God would still expect us to do the Work of announcing the 
Kingdom of God as a witness to the world.

The Bible teaches us that God is not trying to save the 
whole would now. After a thousand years of Jesus Christ’s 
millennial rule in the Kingdom of God, here on the earth, 
there will be a resurrection in which all those not previously 
called will be given a full opportunity for salvation. God has 
in this age called out a Church and is preparing its members 
to serve under Jesus Christ in that Kingdom when He 
returns. We have never been many. Yet, for these few, Christ 
has a message for us on this day of Pentecost: “Do not fear, 
little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom” (Luke 12:32).
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While the world is hurling 
itself into a “civilized” form 
of nuclear suicide, Living 

University stands out as an oasis in a 
desert of human misery and confusion.

It especially represents an amazing 
and wonderful opportunity for young 
men and women of college age! If you 
want to be a part of a growing learning 
community where our collective quest 
is to recapture permanent values in an 
ever-changing world, and apply them 
in laying the foundation for a better 
life, then we encourage you to become 
part of Living University.

The University seeks those 
who aspire to make a difference in 
tomorrow’s world and who are willing 
to commit to that effort today. The 
University’s motto of “Recapture True 
Values” demonstrates its dedication to 
its core values of leadership, service, 
commitment, integrity, excellence, 
culture and creativity.

When we take an objective look 
at this world, its “civilization” and its 
education, we can more intelligently 
appreciate the great need for such a 
motto and its attainment.

MisdireCted eduCAtion

Over the last century, the colleges 
and universities of the Western world 
have become incredibly secular. With 
few exceptions, they have not retained 
God in their knowledge. Their focus is 
on expanding students’ knowledge of 
the material world through application 
of the scientific method, and on 
preparing them to live and work in 
the pluralism of a global society. 
Teachers in these institutions infuse 
young men and women with in-depth 
secular understanding, goals and ideals. 
Students in these institutions may learn 

how to earn a living and to navigate the 
political realities of the world, but do 
not learn how to live in a godly sense.

This brings us to the root cause of 
crime, violence and confusion among 

so many young people today. It is 
misdirected education.

As the Apostle Paul said, the 
intellectuals of the ancient world “did 
not like to retain God in their knowledge.” 
Neither do their counterparts today. 
They are quite intent on learning how to 
make a living, or how to build weapons 
to destroy human life, or, at best, how to 
green the planet, save trees and animals, 
and stop global warming. They are far 
too busy with these “important” matters 
to take time to learn: (1) how the earth 
and all life came into being, (2) what 
mankind is, (3) the great purpose of 
human existence, (4) the immutable 
laws of life which—if understood and 
obeyed—produce health, happiness and 
continuing peace with other people, 
and (5) the spiritual truths which bring 
people into an intimate relationship with 
the Creator and open the way to eternal 
life as children of the Almighty God.

To the world, these are 
“inconsequential!” They are not worthy 
of the “educated” man’s attention and 
study! Or are they?

What do you think?
The Western world’s formal system 

of education has completely missed 

the mark! It has rejected the very 
beginning —the starting point of all true 
knowledge. It is built on a foundation of 
sand—the God-denying synthetic theory 
of biological evolution. Both it and its 
product, our “civilization,” are coming 
apart at the seams. They are on their way 
down and out, even though most of the 
world is not yet awake to this fact.

But there is one institution of higher 
learning that is awake to the evils 
underlying this world’s approach. This 
is Living University. And the spirit and 
vision of its educational policy is unique.

hoW the uniVersity BeGAn

Living University is a coed-
ucational institution committed to 
the development of the whole person 
by educating men and women in the 
skills, concepts and values that lead 
to success in life, while helping them 
prepare for leadership and worthwhile 
service to God and humanity. 

The University seeks to provide 
an educational setting that furthers 
personality and character development 
by directing all aspects of student 
life toward a student’s intellectual, 
physical, social, spiritual and emotional 
development. Believing that the most 
effective development of character, 
personality, poise and true culture is 
achieved by social contact of both sexes, 
Living University is co-educational.

The Living Church of God founded 
Living University on February 27, 
2007, in response to the church’s 
growing need for university-educated 
personnel and to further edify its 
membership and their families all 
around the world. From the beginning, 
it has operated with a competent faculty 
and has maintained a very high ratio of 
instructors per student. Over the course 

By Roderick C. Meredith and Michael P. Germano

Exciting News About Living University!

Here is the answer for those who would be truly educated! It is the enthralling story of a unique university blazing new trails―
recapturing true values―from the Chancellor and the President of Living University!
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of the last five years, Living University 
has provided educational opportunities 
through online coursework to more 
than 400 students worldwide.

During this time, about 20 
students have also had the opportunity 

to study and experience a wealth of 
other opportunities, while studying 
online and working at the Church’s 
regional office in Clarendon, South 
Australia, or on-site here in Charlotte, 
North Carolina.

Realizing the dangerous drift 
toward materialism and collectivism 
in higher education, the University’s 
Board of Regents, administration 
and faculty determined that Living 
University would be uniquely 
different. From the beginning, we have 
encouraged students to deepen and 
sharpen their critical thinking skills 
by thinking deeply on any and every 
subject while looking for real facts and 
truth.

At LU we continually challenge 
students, whether on-site or online, to 
prove to themselves the existence of God 
and the inspiration of the Bible as His 
direct revelation to mankind. And without 
being hindered by human traditions, 
LU students are able to learn previously 
hidden truths on many subjects.

our ColleGe AtMosPhere

Perhaps the most important 
educational advantage at Living 
University is that students are taught the 
real purpose of human life. This enables 
them to properly orient themselves 
in any other subject they may ever 
study—and to properly evaluate its true 
merits as related to the great purpose 

being worked out here below. LU 
students gain amazing insight as our 
faculty members encourage a vigorous 
intellectual curiosity in all our students.

At LU students gain many advantages, 
whether on-site or online, as our student 

enrollment is relatively small and our 
student/faculty ratio low. This permits 
a personalized type of instruction, 
which is almost non-existent in the 
typical university or college.

This atmosphere of learning to 
live, this spirit of true intellectual 
freedom unshackled from tradition—
these things distinguish Living 
University from all others. Living 
University has a dedicated faculty of 

professors and instructors with strong 
academic credentials and advanced 
degrees, including senior evangelists who 
have committed to the LU program and 
seek to inspire in the students the desire 
to recapture true values and to obtain a 
broad and well-rounded education.

loCAtion And fACilities

Living University’s location in 
beautiful Charlotte, North Carolina, 
is a most desirable one. Charlotte is 
one of the capitals of the New South. 
From here, the University is within 
one day’s drive of 55 percent of the 
U.S. population. On-site students will 
find recreational areas lie in every 
direction. By automobile, Charlotte is 
just a few hours from the beach to the 
east and the Blue Ridge Mountains to 
the west.

Charlotte is the largest city within 
the nation’s sixth-largest urban region, 
offering convenient access to major 
national and international markets, 
and is the center of the nation’s fourth 
largest manufacturing region. Because 
it services a regional population of 
more than 7.1 million within a 100-
mile radius, Charlotte has emerged as a 
financial, manufacturing, distribution, 
transportation and cultural hub of the 
southeast. 

Charlotte is known for its strong 
entrepreneurial spirit, and it is home 
to some of the largest corporations in 

North America. It is the second-largest 
banking center in the nation, with over 
$940 billion in financial assets and serves 
as headquarters for Bank of America. 
Eight Fortune 500 companies are 
headquartered in Mecklenburg County. 
This ranks Charlotte eighth nationally 
in number of Fortune 500 companies 
headquartered within the county. Of 
the top 20 industrialized states, North 
Carolina ranks as the fourth most 
productive.

The U.S.A. National Whitewater 
Center, the official U.S. Olympic Training 
Site and the training center for the U.S.A. 
Canoe and Kayak teams, is 10 minutes 
west of the city. Charlotte is home of the 
new zMAX Dragway and the NASCAR 
Hall of Fame. Professional sports in 
Charlotte include NFL Football (the 
Carolina Panthers), NBA Basketball 
(the Charlotte Bobcats), minor league 
baseball (the Charlotte Knights), WNBA 
Basketball (the Charlotte Sting) and Stock 
Car Racing at Lowe’s Motor Speedway.

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg cultural 
community is alive and thriving with arts, 
science and history. Cultural resources 

include the Afro-American Cultural 
Center, Billy Graham Library, the North 
Carolina Blumenthal Performing Arts 
Center, Charlotte Museum of History 
and Hezekiah Alexander Homesite, 
Charlotte Trolley Museum, Historic Latta 
Plantation, Historic Rosedale Plantation, 
Levine Museum of the New South, Mint 
Museum of Art and Second Ward High 
School National Alumni Foundation.

A PriCeless oPPortunity

The chance to study on-site at 
Living University should take on 
new meaning to any young person of 
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college age. When you understand it, 
the opportunity is simply priceless!

Here you will study 
and learn those things 
that really count in life. 
In no other place on earth 
can you so fully learn 
the real purpose of life—
and with God’s guidance 
develop your whole being 
to fulfill that purpose. You 
will learn how to really 
live the full, vigorous, 
productive, and abundant 
life that God intended.

The realization of 
Living University’s goals 
and standards fills its on-site students 
with zeal, with drive, with purpose! This 
makes their assignments more than just 
assigned study, their work more than just a 
means to room and board, their recreation 
more than just a passing good time. All 
these activities take on new meaning and 
purpose. They become vital steps toward the 
development of the whole personality—
the whole being—as a sharp and effective 
instrument in the hands of Almighty God 
the supreme Ruler of heaven and earth.

This realization, this goal, this great 
purpose makes Living University truly 
different. It is God’s own university—
and there is no other like it!

A ChAllenGe

Here is a challenge to any young 
person.

If you have successfully completed 
high school or plan to do so in the near 
future, if you appreciate the opportunity 
to acquire a college education and to 
achieve it the sound way, and if you are 
not afraid of “bucking the crowd”—of 
blazing new trails—then by all means 
write immediately for the Living University 
catalog, go online to the university website 
at www.livinguniv.com and receive full 
particulars about entering the university 
this fall, or as soon as you are able.

If you take up our challenge to 
become an on-site student at LU 
there are several things you need to 
understand about life at the University. 

First of all, an underlying spiritual 
purpose permeates every activity. Every 

student who comes should 
have a genuine desire to find 
spiritual truth and to live it—
and is encouraged to study 
with an open mind to find 
God’s will and then to obey it.

Secondly, Living University 
maintains high scholastic 
standards, and any prospective 
on-site student should be fully 
prepared to do college-level 
work before he or she enrolls. 
Sadly, we have found that 
some incoming students have 
not had adequate preparation 

in English, spelling, history, geography 
and other basic subjects to prepare 
for high-level college and university 
work. Such students would do well to 
take developmental courses and drill 
themselves on these subjects before trying 
to enroll,whether for on-site or online 
study.

And any of you 
younger high school 
students who read 
this should take heed 
in time and really 
apply yourselves 
in mastering these 
subjects if you plan to 
attend LU someday. 
Put forth real effort 
in preparing yourself to attend. It will be 
worth it!

it reQuires effort

A third factor every prospective 
student should consider is his 
financial situation. Before entering, 
you should try to save at least a few 
hundred dollars, if at all possible, 
to aid in paying your college bills. 
Nearly every on-site student works 
his or her own way through Living 
University—at least in part. And, in 
most cases, students should be able 
to find part-time employment right 
here at Headquarters. Yet there is no 
certainty that all the students may 
be employed by the University in its 

student work program, so a number 
may have to find work off-site.

If you are employed in the 
University student work program—
and this principle also applies to your 
studies—you will be expected to work 
and work diligently. So be prepared to 
put your whole heart into whatever you 
plan to do here.

You may have academic, financial, 
or even family problems in coming to 
Living University. If so, you may need 
to “take the bull by the horns” and 
overcome opposition of every kind to 
attend Living University, because it 
truly is different.

But if you have the kind of 
determination we want to see in Living 
University students, you will find a way 
to come! And you will always be glad you 
did, for Living University will not only fit 
you to a happy, useful life with real purpose 
now—perhaps including an opportunity 
to serve in the most important Work 
on earth, but it will prepare you as no 

other college or 
university can for 
a joyful, abundant 
and eternal life in 
tomorrow’s world.

And you who 
are of college age 
and realize the 
meaning of this 
Work and of the 

times in which you are living, think 
carefully and pray earnestly as to whether 
you should attend Living University.

All of you in the United States who 
wish to see the college catalog, with full 
particulars about the University and 
enrollment, go online to the university 
website at www.livinguniv.com or write 
immediately to Admissions Office, 2301 
Crown Centre Drive, Charlotte, North 
Carolina 28227-7705. You may speak 
to an admissions counselor at (704) 
708-2294.

Attending Living University, 
whether as an on-site or an online 
student, will require extra effort on 
your part. But good things do not 
come easily. Truly, this may be your 
opportunity of a lifetime.
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When God gives His Holy Spirit to someone, how 
do you think He intends it to be used?

In several places in your Bible, the Spirit 
of God is likened to a sword. And a sheathed sword is 
going unused. The sharp edge of a knife may be used 
for peaceful purposes, but the cutting blade of a sword 
is designed for just one purpose—war! As Dr. Meredith 
mentions elsewhere in this issue (see page 3), Christians 
today are “at war”—we are Christian “soldiers” wielding 
the “sword of the Spirit” against spiritual wickedness all 
around us.

In military circles, there is an old 
saying:  “You can’t sit on a bayonet.”  
Nor can a begotten child of God “sit” 
idly on the Spirit received from God 
the Father. A sword is also a defensive 
weapon. Are we using the sword of 
the Spirit to protect ourselves from the 
enemy’s attacks? If not, our adversary 
will easily overrun our position and 
conquer us!

Satan—the “adversary”—wants 
desperately to defeat the plan of God, 
and to ruin as many of God’s begotten 
children as he can. Because of vanity, he rebelled against 
his Creator, and now he is deeply angry at the prospect 
of mere mortal human beings being destined to enter the 
God-plane of existence, above him. As the Apostle Paul 
asked, “For to which of the angels did He ever say: ‘You 
are My Son, today I have begotten You’? And again: ‘I will 
be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a Son’? But when 
He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: ‘Let 
all the angels of God worship Him.’ And of the angels He 
says: ‘Who makes His angels spirits and His ministers a 
flame of fire.’ But to the Son He says: ‘Your throne, O God, 
is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter 
of Your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated 
lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You 
with the oil of gladness more than Your companions’” 
(Hebrews 1:5–9). 

The devil hates the truth that today’s Christians are 
destined to inherit all things with Jesus Christ, if they 
overcome self, society, and Satan. “He who overcomes 
shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall 
be My son” (Revelation 21:7).  Satan knows that if he can 
convince a Christian to put down his sword of the Spirit, and 
to practice the ways of sin instead of righteousness, he can 
keep that begotten child of God from being born into God’s 
very Family at the resurrection. This prospect should be very 

sobering to us, but we should not be afraid. By using the 
sword of the Spirit—the powerful weapon our Creator has 
given us—we can prevail against our enemy!

keeP the sWord shArP!

For some, well aware that Christians are not called to 
fight in this world’s battles, the metaphor of the “sword” can 
be unsettling at first. Indeed, “Christian soldiers” are not 
to take up arms in battles between warring factions of this 

world. We are, however, called into 
a spiritual battle against a powerful 
unseen enemy. Though unseen, this 
foe is more dangerous than the most 
powerful earthly army, but we have 
the most powerful weapon available 
to us.

Decades ago, there was a man 
in God’s Church who could be seen 
at services, each Sabbath, with his 
briefcase on his lap and his Bible 
open on top of it. After each service, 
he would put the Bible into the 
briefcase, carry it to the parking lot, 

and place it in the trunk of his car. 
You can imagine the shock that was felt when, one 

day, he suddenly abandoned his family and ran off with his 
secretary. When the local minister asked his wife what had 
gone wrong, she revealed that his Bible stayed in the trunk of 
the car all week, and only came out on the Sabbath.

“Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone 
fall according to the same example of disobedience. For the 
word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 
spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no creature 
hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to 
the eyes of Him to whom we must give account” (Hebrews 
4:11–13). 

God’s word is powerful, but it will only guard us if we 
use it continually. We hone the edges of our Spirit sword 
with prayer throughout the day (Daniel 6:13), and through 
daily Bible study, meditation and occasional fasting.  Unless 
we practice using our sword, we will become spiritually 
weak, dull, and ineffective in our ability to resist Satan’s 
temptations. 

If we neglect the Spirit, we will fall away, just like the 
man who only opened his Bible on the Sabbath. But if we stir 
up the Spirit of God within us, Satan has no power over us—

Wielding the Sword of the Spirit
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just as he could not influence Jesus Christ when the devil 
tried to tempt him. Consider Jesus’ example:

“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty 
days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. Now when 
the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the Son of 
God, command that these stones become bread.’ But He 
answered and said, ‘It is written, “Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God.”’ Then the devil took Him up into the holy 
city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, 
‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is 
written: “He shall give His angels charge over you,” and, 
“In their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash your 
foot against a stone.”’ Jesus said to him, ‘It is written again, 
“You shall not tempt the Lord your God.”’ Again, the devil 
took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed 
Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he 
said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You if You will fall 
down and worship me.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Away with 
you, Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord 
your God, and Him only you shall serve.”’ Then the devil 
left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him” 
(Matthew 4:1–11). 

Christ did not dispute Satan’s right to offer Him the rule 
of this world; He knew that Satan is the god of this present 
age (John 14:30; 2 Corinthians 4:4). But He also knew that 
Satan’s offer was worthless compared to what God the Father 
has in store for His sons. Satan is a loser, and his offers are 
not attractive to those who are close to God. We stay near 
to our Creator by stirring up the Spirit that He has given to 
us, which allows us to love Him, obey Him and keep His 
commandments (1 John 5:2–3).

We can have confidence, knowing that our sword of 
the Spirit will protect us against Satan’s temptations. If you 
keep yours sharp, and you wield it as Christ wielded His, the 
devil cannot stand before you, but rather must flee from your 
presence, because you are a begotten son of the Almighty 
God! We do not depend on our own power in fighting evil; 
we trust in God. Even the angels call on God’s power, rather 
than their own, against Satan. “Yet Michael the archangel, in 
contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body 
of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, 
but said, ‘The Lord rebuke you!’” (Jude 9). 

Again, it is not our power but rather our humility before 
God that allows us to wield the sword of the Spirit effectively. 
When we submit obediently to God’s word, He gives us all 
the power we need to resist temptations. “Therefore submit 
to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near 
to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, 
you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned 
to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in 
the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up” (James 4:7–10). 

Do not be fearful when an evil, tempting thought comes 
to your mind. Christians can, in faith, simply ask God to 
rebuke the author of that temptation—and He will do it for 
us! This is how we wield the sword of the Spirit.

neVer forGet the ArMor!

Paul asked, “Who ever goes to war at his own expense?” 
(1 Corinthians 9:7). Left to ourselves, we would easily be 
overwhelmed by Satan’s far greater intelligence and power. 
But just as God has given us a powerful weapon—the sword 
of the Spirit—He has also given us the most effective armor 
available.  

“Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, 
having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having 
shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And 
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer 
and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end 
with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints — 
and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may 
open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the 
gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I 
may speak boldly, as I ought to speak” (Ephesians 6:14–20).

Yes, a vital part of our spiritual defense against Satan 
is the armor God provides. With it, we can withstand even 
surprise attacks from those closest to us.  Christ warned us, 
“you will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives 
and friends; and they will put some of you to death. And 
you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But not a hair of 
your head shall be lost. By your patience possess your souls” 
(Luke 21:16–19). 

Paul in his ministry faced such attacks, but knew how to 
maintain an effective defense.  Here is how he described his 
tactics: “We give no offense in anything, that our ministry 
may not be blamed. But in all things we commend ourselves 
as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, 
in needs, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in 
tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings; by purity, by 
knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, 
by sincere love, by the word of truth, by the power of God, 
by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the 
left” (2 Corinthians 6:3–7).

Soldiers in the armies of this world, encamped on the 
battlefield, sleep in their bullet-proof vests, with their helmets 
on and their weapons at hand. Christian soldiers, too, must 
remain alert at all times, as our enemy is lurking, just around 
the corner. “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the 
same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the 
world” (1 Peter 5:8–9). 



19

Living Church News May–June 2012

Are you spiritually prepared and ready for the next attack 
Satan is surely planning against you? If not, you may not 
survive the shock of his onslaught. But, if you use the tools 
God has so mercifully provided, your defense will be sure. 
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power 
of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do 
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand” (Ephesians 6:10–13).

The whole armor of God is available 
to every Christian. Are you keeping 
yours in good condition, cleaning and 
shining it through daily prayer and Bible 
study, meditation and occasional fasting? 
If you wait until you see an attack on 
the horizon, it may be harder to put 
on the armor at the last minute. Grow 
comfortable wearing that armor now, and 
you will be ready when trials come.

GoinG on the offense

Soldiers rarely if ever win a war just 
by holding a defensive position. At some 
point, the enemy must be put to rout 
and defeated. Otherwise, the war drags 
on and on, leading either to a stalemate 
or eventual defeat. Christians, too, are 
called to fight—but our fight is the fight of faith. Satan would 
like to distract us with foolish lusts (1 Timothy 6:9–10). We 
are called, however, to resist. “But you, O man of God, flee 
these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
patience, gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on 
eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed 
the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. I urge 
you in the sight of God who gives life to all things, and before 
Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before 
Pontius Pilate, that you keep this commandment without 
spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing” (vv. 
11–14).

Today, as we see the end of this age rapidly approaching, 
we must recognize that Christians are at war! Now is the 
time, as never before, to gird on our armor and unsheathe 
the sword of the Spirit of God! Christ, our commanding 
King, has given us our marching orders: “Go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who 
believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not 
believe will be condemned. And these signs will follow those 
who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they 
will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; 

and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt 
them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover” 
(Mark 16:15–18). 

The “battle plan” ahead of us is awesome in its scope. 
But we can have confidence that it will be accomplished, 
knowing that our King is at the head of His army, to lead us 
personally in the final prophesied battle of this age. “Now I 
saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who 
sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness 
He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 
and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written 
that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe 

dipped in blood, and His name is called 
The Word of God. And the armies in 
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean, followed Him on white horses. 
Now out of His mouth goes a sharp 
sword, that with it He should strike the 
nations. And He Himself will rule them 
with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the 
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. And He has on His robe 
and on His thigh a name written: KING 
OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS” 
(Revelation 19:11–16).

Just over 2,000 years ago, Jesus 
Christ came to the earth as a humble 
carpenter, bringing a warning message, 
a call for repentance, and the good 
news of the coming Kingdom of God. 
Since His coming, only a very few have 
heeded His words and accepted His 

calling. Soon, He will return—but this time, He will come 
as a conquering King, with an army at His back (Revelation 
19:14), and a sword and a rod to put down all opposition.

When that day comes, those Christians who have learned 
to wield the sword of the Spirit will, as resurrected Spirit-
beings, be fit to serve in Christ’s own army—serving under 
Him in subduing the rebellious nations and bringing to 
planet Earth the peace that can only come from living God’s 
way. “Let the saints be joyful in glory; let them sing aloud on 
their beds. Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and 
a two-edged sword in their hand, to execute vengeance on 
the nations, and punishments on the peoples; to bind their 
kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; to 
execute on them the written judgment—This honor have all 
His saints. Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 149:5–9).

The sword of the Spirit that we are learning to wield 
today is the vital tool that will help us defend against Satan, 
overcome his temptations, and prepare to become firstfruits 
serving under Christ in the Kingdom of God. Let us all 
resolve to be diligent in learning how to wield that sword 
effectively!

—LCG Editorial Staff
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Young women, having grown up in this world’s society, 
are faced with many decisions that their forebears were 
spared. Large numbers of women in today’s world, not 

knowing the truth about their role in life, tend to make wrong 
choices and decisions, especially when it comes to morals. 
Often they make their bad decisions under the influence of 
false education and poor role models.

When one famous editor of a popular feminist magazine 
was being interviewed on television, she was asked what 
advice she would give to a young woman, seeking a compatible 
husband, who had, after much searching, found no one to her 
liking in the “singles scene.” This famous editor advised, “If she 
has exhausted all possibilities with no success, I would tell her 
to pursue a married man—but not my Harry” (her husband). 

Sadly, some naïve women have followed such bad advice—
coveting, lusting and even stealing a husband from another 
woman, and breaking up families as a result of doing so.

Other women have fallen for the false idea that women can 
and should act as “tough, crude and rough” as any of their male 
counterparts. In the name of “equality” or “liberation” these 
women go on to develop a loud, vulgar and contentious spirit 
and personality—which is not becoming to anyone!

At birth, many baby girls receive biblical names of righteous 
women. How ironic, then, when one grows up to exhibit an 
example more like that of Jezebel, the infamous, immoral, wicked 
woman who influenced her husband, King Ahab, to commit 
almost every kind of evil imaginable. “But there was no one like 
Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in the sight of the Lord, 
because Jezebel his wife stirred him up” (1 Kings 21:25). Later 
on, Jezebel’s life came to an ignominious and bloody end, as was 
foretold by Elijah the prophet (2 Kings 9:30–37).

tWo PositiVe exAMPles

In contrast to these negative examples, the Apostle Peter 
instructs us, “Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own 
husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, 
without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, 
when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear” 
(1 Peter 3:1–2). A lady’s chaste conduct in the fear of God does 
not go unnoticed—and can even win a husband to the truth!

Peter further states, “Do not let your adornment be merely 
outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine 
apparel—rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with 
the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is 
very precious in the sight of God” (vv. 3–4).

We live today in an age of celebrity-worship and body-
worship. A woman can spend hours at the salon, gym or even 
at home working on her outward appearance to beautify the 
self. It is certainly not wrong to have a nice appearance—in 
fact, we should—but it should be to honor and glorify God, 
not self. Peter was emphasizing that a woman’s main focus 
should be on developing her inner character, not her outward 
appearance. Godly character will endure, but the flesh will not.

We are told in verses 5 –6 to emulate the holy women from 
former times, who adorned themselves with a gentle and quiet 
spirit—women such as Sarah, who obeyed Abraham, even 
calling him her lord. Yet Sarah, though gentle in spirit, was no 
“doormat.” She knew how to “stand her ground” when necessary. 

Scripture recounts that Abraham made a great feast on 
the day when Isaac was weaned.  “And Sarah saw the son of 
Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, scoffing.  
Therefore she said to Abraham, ‘Cast out this bondwoman and 
her son; for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my 
son, namely with Isaac.’  And the matter was very displeasing in 
Abraham’s sight because of his son” (Genesis 21:8 –11).

Yet God did not hold this bold action against Sarah, nor 
even call her into question about it. Rather, God encouraged 
Abraham. “But God said to Abraham, ‘Do not let it be displeasing 
in your sight because of the lad or because of your bondwoman. 
Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; for in Isaac 
your seed shall be called’” (v. 12).  “Yet I will also make a nation 
of the son of the bondwoman, because he is your seed” (v. 13).

The example of Ruth also comes to mind. She took 
Naomi’s advice, and humbled herself to follow the Israelite 
custom of lying down at the feet of Boaz, showing that she 
desired to be his wife. One special aspect of Ruth’s life is 
that, after she became Boaz’s wife and bore him a son, she 
then entered into the lineage of David, and thus of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. “So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; 
and when he went in to her, the Lord gave her conception, 
and she bore a son” (Ruth 4:13). “Salmon begot Boaz, and 
Boaz begot Obed” (v. 21). “Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot 
David” (v. 22).

Of course, we could go on to mention many other holy 
women, including Esther, Abigail and Rahab.

Gentle, outGoinG And friendly

Having a gentle and quiet spirit does not mean that a 
woman cannot have an outgoing, friendly and interesting 
personality. She can even be a leader in her own right, using 

By Faye League

 “A Gentle and Quiet Spirit”
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King David—the “man after God’s 
heart”—had many sicknesses, battle 
wounds and other afflictions come upon 
him. Yet he sincerely tried to learn from 
each trial. God inspired David to write, 
“Before I was afflicted I went astray, but 
now I keep Your word. You are good, and 
do good; teach me Your statutes.  The 
proud have forged a lie against me, but 
I will keep Your precepts with my whole 
heart. Their heart is as fat as grease, but I 
delight in Your law. It is good for me that 
I have been afflicted, that I may learn 
Your statutes” (Psalm 119:67–71). So, 
like King David, we can learn from our 

sicknesses, our afflictions and other trials 
that God permits to come upon us. He 
wants us to do this!

As His Holy Spirit convicts you and 
me, let us each be humbly willing to let 
God’s Spirit guide us into all Truth—
and into a more full understanding of 
our own nature, and the lessons we 
need to learn. For our Father in heaven 
is, indeed, fashioning and preparing us 
for eternal life in His Family. Let us take 
it in this way. Even when correction 
may come from ministers, or others, in 
a way that may sometimes seem to be 
given imperfectly, perhaps not always 
in perfect love and humility from the 
giver, we should still make it our goal 
to learn the lesson. We should not let an 

imperfect teacher keep us from learning 
the lessons our Father in heaven wants 
us to learn. We should strive with all of 
our being to learn every lesson, so we can 
become full sons of the great God who 
has made us in His image—the God 
who gives us the sunshine and the rain, 
the food we eat, the clothes we wear 
and the air we breathe. For God truly 
loves us, and gives us loving correction 
to teach lessons that are meant to last 
for all eternity. Let us strive with all our 
being to learn those lessons!

    With Christian love,

Prepare for Pentecost
Continued from page 2

her God-given talents and abilities, much like the ideal 
virtuous woman of Proverbs 31:10–31.

Many times, over the years, I have studied the example of this 
virtuous Proverbs 31 woman. By all indications, this wonderful 
lady conducted herself with a gentle and quiet spirit. We read in 
verse 11 that she was very trustworthy. Further into the chapter, we 
see that she was industrious and creative. She not only took good 
care of her household and family; she had business savvy as well. 
Evidently, she had her own career as a seamstress, working from 
home to supply garments for merchants. She also had expertise 
in real estate and agriculture—“she considers a field and buys it; 
from her profits she plants a vineyard” (v. 16). Talk about multi-
tasking—could she ever! And she did not even have a computer!

Apparently, this virtuous woman was very influential in 
her husband’s success: “Her husband is known in the gates 
[where important governmental decisions were made], when 
he sits among the elders of the land” (v. 23). 

Busy as she was, she was never too busy to reach out to the poor 
and needy (v. 20). Her husband and children were well pleased 
with her (v. 28). She was known for her wisdom and kindness (v. 
26), and she was respected as a God-fearing woman (v. 30).

Today, when we as Christian woman strive to emulate the 
holy women of old, it is we ourselves who must adorn the 
self with a gentle and quiet spirit. To do this takes hard work, 
study and prayer. It is an ongoing process, which we must 
cultivate carefully until it becomes a godly habit. It does not 
“just happen,” and it often means going against the worldly 
society around us. We must work diligently to maintain and 
enhance such godly character in ourselves.

Points to Consider

What can we as Christian women do to advance along 
this journey? A few areas we can address are:

Speech. Even though we may be very careful to not 
gossip or slander, we can sometimes fall into the habit 
of talking too much or being too loud (Ecclesiastes 3:7). 
Stimulating conversation can be uplifting and fun, when 
shared in a giving way. A good habit to build is to watch 
what we say, as well as the tone, manner and approach of 
how we say it.

Modest attire. A good rule of thumb when buying 
clothing is to stay with the classics. Good quality clothes with 
classic lines are always in style. They are more expensive, but 
last longer. The good news is that they always go on sale at 
the end of a season. Avoid outlandish and gaudy styles. Skip 
the mini-skirts, low-cut blouses/dresses and skin-tight jeans. 
They detract from female dignity. We can teach our daughters 
this.

Proper hair care. Since a woman’s hair is her glory, 
she should treat it as such. Beautiful, clean, shining hair 
with a becoming hair style can enhance her other natural 
attributes—especially since she is the glory of the man (1 
Corinthians 11:7, 15).

Stature and bearing. In order to conduct ourselves with 
grace and dignity, good posture is a must, as befits us as 
followers of Christ.

Social graces. We can study material on the social graces 
in order to keep up to date on proper etiquette, which changes 
from time to time over the years. Our education can then 
benefit the whole family.

When we understand these five points and their proper 
spiritual intent in conjunction with the sterling examples 
of the holy women, we can recognize them as vital tools in 
cultivating, maintaining and enhancing a gentle and quiet 
spirit, for a woman’s godly example in speech, demeanor, 
modest appearance, conduct and good works reflects her 
inner character, which glorifies God.



22

Living Church News May–June 2012

CHURCH NEWS
Births
Mr. and Mrs. T.J.  (Amanda) Powers of the Charlotte, North Carolina, congregation 
are happy to announce the birth of their son, Daniel Joseph Powers. Born August 6, 
2011, he weighed 10 pounds, 4 ounces and was 23 inches long. 

Mr. and Mrs. Garrett (Autumn) Steagall of the Tucson, Arizona, congregation 
joyfully announce the birth of their firstborn son, Beau Carl Steagall.  Beau was 
born November 19, 2011, weighed 4½ pounds and was 17½ inches long. He 
is the first grandchild of Mr. and Mrs. Phil (Karla) Steagall, the second for Mr. 
and Mrs. Lowell (Dianne) Ziech, and the first great-grandchild of Mrs. Dorothy 
McNair.  Beau is named after his late great-grandfather, Mr. Carl E. McNair.

Mr. and Mrs. Ezekiel Way of the Seattle-Tacoma, Washington, congregation are 
happy to announce the birth of their daughter, Savannah Elizabeth Way.  She 
was born on December 5, 2011, weighed 9 pounds, 4 ounces and was 21½ inches 
long.

Mr. and Mrs. Chris (Amber) Leonard of the Charlotte, North Carolina, congregation 
are excited to announce the birth of their daughter, Eliana Jane Leonard. Born 
January 29, she weighed 8 pounds, 2 ounces and was 19 inches long.

Mr. Jim Burson was ordained an 
elder on Sabbath, February 4, by 
Area Pastor Ed Breaux and elder 
Evo Walker.  Mr. Burson serves 
in the Columbus, Mississippi, 
congregation.

Mr. Benjamin Jacob Andrew 
Altevers and Miss Jordan Cameo-
Lynn Hill, both of the Duluth, 
Minnesota, congregation, were 
joined in marriage on January 
29.  The ceremony was conducted 
by Mr. Adam West in the town of 
Cotton, Minnesota.  Family and 
friends gathered to witness the 
ceremony and enjoy the reception 
afterward.

WeddinG

Ordination

New Feast of Tabernacles 
Web Site!

If you have not yet registered for the Feast 
of Tabernacles, please visit the new Living 
Church of God Feast of Tabernacles Web site, at  
www.lcg.org/fot2012 , where you can find a wealth 
of information about the dozens of Feast sites 
available this year. New this year, the site includes 
video introductions from many sites, as well 
as detailed site information and links to useful 
resources for Feast travel. 
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In Loving Memory
Mr. J. Bob Howington, age 75, of 
Gainesville, Georgia, died peacefully 
at his home on February 3, following 
an aggressive case of melanoma, after 
enjoying exemplary health for most of 
his life. Funeral services were held on 
Monday, February 6, at Memorial Park 
North Riverside Chapel with interment 
following at Alta Vista Cemetery. 
Evangelist Richard Ames officiated. The 
Gainesville community lost a prominent 

citizen with his death. He had served for 
a number of years as Vice President for 
Business at Gainesville State College; 
when he retired in 2004, he had served at 
the college for 36 years, longer than any 
other GSC employee. Mr. Howington 
was born in Tennille, Georgia, to the 
late James Howington and Estelle 
(Hooks) Howington. A favorite among 
his classmates, Bob was voted Best 
Personality in his graduating class. He 

earned a bachelor’s degree at North 
Georgia College in 1965. A long-time 
dedicated servant of the brethren, he was 
just last year ordained as a deacon in the 
Living Church of God.  He is survived 
by his wife, Margaret, and a daughter, 
Triessa, of Boca Raton, Florida; and two 
grandchildren, Alexandra Elizabeth and 
Benjamin Blake—as well as brother, Don 
Howington and sisters, Dorothy Garner 
and Nadine Thacker.
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New Congregation in Haiti! 
The first official Living Church of God Sabbath service in 

the city of Gonäives was held on January 21, with 118 people 
in attendance.  The entire group was once part of a Baptist 
congregation, and never had contact with the Worldwide 
Church of God or any other Church of God group.  Dr. and 
Mrs. Wilner Pierre from Headquarters, and Messrs. Jean Jove 
Pierre and Gary Blanc from the Port-au-Prince congregation, 
were there to conduct the service.   

Mr. Obed Cadestin, the leader of the Gonäives group, 
had become the congregation’s leader upon the death of 
his uncle.  While attending a Baptist seminary, he came 
across information about the Living Church of God on the 
Internet and began to study.  He became convicted about 
the Sabbath, decided that he could no longer keep Sunday 
and dropped out of the seminary.  He began to teach the 
local congregation the importance of observing the true 
Sabbath.

Dr. and Mrs. Pierre met with Mr. Cadestin during a trip 
to Haiti in August 2010.  In November 2011 Dr. Pierre held 
a Tomorrow’s World Special Presentation in the area, and 120 
members from that congregation, along with 75 other people 
from the area, attended.  Afterward, the Baptist congregation 
asked Dr. Pierre to come back and help them learn more about 
God’s way of life.

The new group is very positive about learning and 
changing.  Dr. Pierre, along with Mr. Jean Jove Pierre from the 
Port-au-Prince congregation, explained the correct format for 
Sabbath services and taught the leading men a song-leading 

workshop so they could practice leading hymns.  The French 
Department at Headquarters had earlier sent a few French 
hymnals, and Dr. Pierre gave the group a CD/DVD player and 
a CD of The Bible Hymnal music.  The leading men agreed to 
help everyone get a French Bible so that they can begin to 
study.  A majority of the members speak Creole, the language 
in which Dr. Pierre gave his sermon, but they are able to read 
French.  Now that they have a CD player, the group can listen 
to sermon tapes and have regular Bible studies.  Everyone was 
given a copy of the Living Church of God Official Statement 
of Fundamental Beliefs in French.  Dr. Pierre was asked to 
explain the differences between the Living Church of God 
and Seventh-Day Adventist beliefs.  Mr. Cadestin and some of 
the other leading men plan to travel to Port-au-Prince at least 
once a month to meet with the Gonäives congregation.  The 
faithful little flock there will be a great support in helping the 
new attendees learn and practice the Sabbath service format 
and learn the hymns.
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The above is adapted from one of the many commentaries, discussing vital topics facing our world, available at the 
www.lcg.org and www.tomorrowsworld.org Web sites.

Promises

www.lcg.org

My grandfather once promised to buy me a new bicycle.  
He made that promise many years ago, right after a politician 
had promised him that all elderly Americans would soon be 
given a bonus. Neither of us saw those promises come true. 
For many generations, promises have been a mainstay of hope 
for people seeking a better life. Even today, we are bombarded 
by promises of better jobs, better living, a better economy, and 
so on. So, are there any promises in which we can take hope?

The value of a promise is in the giver being able to deliver 
what is promised. A promise is a pledge in advance to provide 
some reward or benefit. When the one making the promise is 
not able to fulfill the promise, it is of little value—or even of 
negative value in that it may dash the hopes of the innocent 
or naïve recipient of the promise.

So, where can we look to find promises that are sure and 
true? Over the centuries, men have set their signatures on 
documents promising the hope of a better world.  From the 
Magna Carta to the Mayflower Compact, and from the League 
of Nations to the United Nations, many well-intentioned 
promises have been made. Yet these promises, every time, 
have fallen short of delivering the utopia they promised.

Is there any hope, then, that we can find promises that 
will truly change our lives and bring about the betterment of 
humanity? Can someone promise that children will be fed and 
the elderly protected? Can someone promise that families can 
stay together and earn a good living? Can someone promise 
safety from war, crime and disease?

Thankfully, the answer is “yes”—but we need to look 
to a source other than man. We find in God’s word—the 
Holy Bible—unshakable promises made to mankind by 
God. The Apostle Paul was inspired to tell us, “And being 
fully convinced that what He had promised He was able to 
perform” (Romans 4:21).

Long ago, God promised to the ancestors of the modern 
peoples of the United States and British-descended nations, 
“I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make 
your name great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless 
those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; 
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” 
(Genesis 12:2–3).

In verse 3, God promised that someone in Abraham’s 
lineage would be used to free all humanity from the death-
dealing consequence of sin.  That “someone” was Jesus 
Christ. When Adam and Eve ate from the forbidden tree, they 
brought sin to all mankind. But God sent Jesus Christ with 
a promise.  As the Apostle John reminds us, “And this is the 
promise that He has promised us—eternal life” (1 John 2:25).  
This promise is reliable. “The Lord is not slack concerning 
His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering 
toward us, not willing that any should perish but that 
all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). Those who 
genuinely repent, are baptized, and receive the Holy Spirit 
are the recipients of a wonderful promise.

—Charles Knowlton


