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Dear Brethren and Friends,
Over the 36 years I knew him, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong 

stated a number of times, “There is no limit to what men or women 
can accomplish if they turn their lives completely over to God!”

Dear brethren, we are right now facing a number of severe 
trials involving extremely serious illnesses among dozens of our 
brethren and loved ones. In addition, it certainly 
appears that this may be a pivotal year—one in 
which prophetic events speed up, the impact 
of the Work increases and Satan the Devil is 
therefore stirred and attacks God’s people and His 
Work more than ever. We need to soberly realize 
this, and to do all we can to prepare ourselves 
physically, mentally and spiritually. As the end 
of this age draws near, we need God’s power in 
our lives more than ever. And, remembering the 
lessons of the Pentecost season that has just gone 
by, we need to continue focusing on the power of 
God’s Spirit in our lives.

Throughout the Bible, God’s leading servants 
were led to “seek” Him with all their hearts at 
special times of need. Describing how His own people would 
turn away and finally be taken into slavery at the end of the age, 
God tells us, “But from there you will seek the Lord your God, 
and you will find Him if you seek Him with all your heart and 
with all your soul. When you are in distress, and all these things 
come upon you in the latter days, when you turn to the Lord 
your God and obey His voice” (Deuteronomy 4:29–30).

So we are told to “seek” God with all our heart and with 
all our soul! In all honesty, how many of us really do this?

Again, describing what our Father in heaven knows we 
ought to do in times of trial, He told the people of Judah that 

they would finally “seek” Him at the end of their 70 years of 
captivity: “Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, 
and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when 
you search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:12–13).

It is not very complicated! If you and I—and all of us in 
the Living Church of God—are going to be used powerfully 

in the months and years ahead, we need 
to go “all out” in seeking the Eternal God 
through earnest Bible study, meditation, 
fervent prayer and fasting. These are all vital 
“tools” for drawing closer to the Creator. 
We often take them for granted. But we 
should not! For they are absolutely vital for 
any human being who really wants to get 
close to His Creator and have the awesome 
power of God’s Spirit flowing through Him 
and intervening, when necessary, even in 
the events around him.

Even Jesus Christ—who had existed 
with the Father from eternity—knew 
what to do when He was called upon to 

confront Satan directly in the temptation at the beginning of 
His ministry. For Jesus knew that since He was in the human 
flesh it would not be “easy,” humanly speaking, for Him to 
overcome the extremely intelligent, charismatic, persuasive 
and powerfully dominant personality of Satan the Devil in 
a personal encounter. The Bible tells us clearly what Jesus 
did to prepare for this battle: “And when He had fasted forty 
days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry” (Matthew 
4:2). As we all know, during this temptation, Satan twisted 
God’s word and tried to “use” scripture to convince Christ 
to do selfish things. For Satan is very clever at misguiding 
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us and perverting the genuine meaning of God’s word for 
those who are spiritually weak and still want to “hang on” 
to their vain human reasonings, the desire for self-exaltation, 
their desire for illicit sex, illegal drugs, and other such vices. 
In such circumstances, we all need a powerful force to help 
us overcome the master deceiver, Satan the Devil, and his 
demons.

When the man who became the 
Apostle Paul was struck down and 
completely blinded by the living Jesus 
Christ, he did the right thing! For he 
had, in fact, studied what we call the 
Old Testament and the laws and ways of 
God under Gamaliel, the great rabbinical 
teacher of that age. So Paul knew what to 
do: “He was three days without sight, and 
neither ate nor drank” (Acts 9:9). Paul 
completely devoted himself to fasting, 
and obviously to “seeking God” through 
meditation and prayer.

One of the great Bible heroes of all 
time, Moses, was also guided by God to 
fast when he was going to appear directly 
in the presence of Christ to receive the 
Ten Commandments. “When I went up 
into the mountain to receive the tablets of 
stone, the tablets of the covenant which 
the Lord made with you, then I stayed on 
the mountain forty days and forty nights. 
I neither ate bread nor drank water” (Deuteronomy 9:9). 
Then—after he found Israel in a sexual orgy when he came 
down from the mountain the first time and broke the tablets 
of stone, Moses once again went to see God and again receive 
the Ten Commandments. How did he approach God? “And 
I fell down before the Lord, as at the first, forty days and 
forty nights; I neither ate bread nor drank water, because of 
all your sin which you committed in doing wickedly in the 
sight of the Lord, to provoke Him to anger. For I was afraid 
of the anger and hot displeasure with which the Lord was 
angry with you, to destroy you. But the Lord listened to me 
at that time also” (vv. 18–19). Moses describes his attitude 
and approach before the great Creator of heaven and earth: 

“Thus I prostrated myself before the Lord; forty days and 
forty nights I kept prostrating myself, because the Lord had 
said He would destroy you. Therefore I prayed to the Lord, 
and said: ‘O Lord God, do not destroy Your people and 
Your inheritance whom You have redeemed through Your 
greatness, whom You have brought out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand’” (vv. 25–26).

When Jehoshaphat, the righteous 
king of Judah, was faced with absolutely 
overwhelming military forces arrayed 
against him, notice what he did: “And 
Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to 
seek the  Lord, and proclaimed a fast 
throughout all Judah. So Judah gathered 
together to ask help from the Lord; and 
from all the cities of Judah they came to 
seek the Lord” (2 Chronicles 20:3–4).

In answer to the earnest prayers and 
fasting of Jehoshaphat and the entire 
nation of Judah, the Eternal God nearly 
wiped out a whole group of armies that 
had been arrayed against them. It was 
remarkable! God turned these soldiers 
against each other until they were 
totally destroyed. “So when Judah came 
to a place overlooking the wilderness, 
they looked toward the multitude; and 
there were their dead bodies, fallen on 
the earth. No one had escaped” (v. 24). 

Brethren, the Bible’s record is very consistent in showing us 
that when we turn to God and seek Him with earnest prayer 
and fasting, the answer is sometimes awesome.

As we all know, the Bible tells us that God is always the 
same in the basic ways He approaches us and answers our 
prayers. He reveals to us, “Christ is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). There are some occasions in our 
lives when we may deeply need God to directly show us what 
to do and how to handle particular situations. Or we may need 
and deeply crave real understanding of His will or His purpose 
in key events in our nations or in our personal lives. The 
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Use the Power of Prayer!
By Roderick C. Meredith

When you are sick or in trouble, 
you probably pray about it. 
But do you have the faith 

and the understand ing to leave a matter 
completely in God’s hands—to absolutely 
know that He will deliver His children 
from sickness and trials of every kind? 
Very few people do. When we seem to 
lack the wisdom or the power to solve our 
problems, we often become frus trated 
and unhappy. We may completely forget 
and ignore the fact that we have the right 
to call on the Supreme Creator of Heaven 
and Earth for help with all our problems. 
The greatest wisdom and power in all the 
uni verse will be with every one of us—if 
we will only do our part. Jesus Christ set 
a perfect example that we “should follow 
His steps” (1 Peter 2:21).

Jesus Christ lived a full and 
abundant life—a life filled with love 
and power from God. He knew how to 
keep in contact with, and draw upon, 
the Supreme Power of the Universe. Can 
you imagine Him act ing as if the Father 
had “gone way off somewhere”? 

Yet, that is the exact attitude displayed 
by most “Christians” today. Do they 
completely rely on God to heal them 
when they are sick, to rescue them from 
disaster, or to bless them in material as 
well as spiritual matters? Of course not! 
They do not have the same faith shown 
by Christ’s apostles, who saw firsthand 
that Christ, unlike most people, actu ally 
expected God to intervene and heal the 
sick, cast out demons, and even to quiet 
a storm on the sea. They, too, wanted 
that kind of intimate contact with God. 

By His fruits, they knew that 
Christ understood the correct way to 
draw close to the Eternal God, and to 
call upon His power to help in every 
pressing situation. 

That key, the correct way to call 
upon God’s power, is something you 

and I should be utilizing every day of 
our lives! Its use can put new meaning 
and power into our lives! 

But that “key” has been incor rectly 
employed by many people of many 
different religions—even many who call 
themselves “Christian.” Remember that 
Christ is our example. He knew how to use 
this “key” perfectly. His way brings results! 

Christ teaChes Us

In Luke 11:1–4, we read that the 
disciples came and asked Jesus the way 
to establish right contact with God. 
“Lord, teach us to pray,” they asked. 
People do not know how to pray until 
they are properly taught. So Christ gave 
them a “type”—or pattern— of a prayer 
that will get results. 

Let us analyze this perfect example. 
The prayer is addressed to “Our Father 
in heaven.” When you pray, think of God 
as your Father. Not your Father only, 
but “Our Father.” Remember that there 
are others who are trying to serve their 
Creator and Spiritual Father, and that 
God loves us all far more than a human 
Father would be capable of doing. 

Moreover, He has power to help 
you in ways that would be impossible 
for a human father. Would your earthly 
father let you rot away and die of 
disease if he could possibly help it? But 
God can help it, and He has promised to 
heal (Psalm 103:3; James 5:14). 

Claim God’s promises when you 
pray, and always think of Him as your 
Father. 

“In heaven,” reminds us that God 
is not an ordinary father, but One who 
has all power and should be worshiped. 
We must be humble and reverent when 
we pray to the true God. 

“Hallowed be your name,” shows 
us that God’s name—and all that it 

stands for—is to be held in reverence. 
God’s name will someday be our name, 
if we over come and are born of God. 
That name carries authority to rule. It 
must always be respected. 

what to ask 

“Your kingdom come,” is the first 
request of this perfect prayer. First of 
all, we should learn to pray for God’s 
kingdom—His government, His rule—
to come on this earth. How many so-
called “Christians” really want God to 
rule their lives? Most carnal-minded 
people use every imagin able device to 
avoid the truth that God is Supreme 
Ruler. Christians should pray that God 
will rule this earth. Only His rule will 
bring about the peace and happiness 
that this world is striving in vain to 
achieve (Isaiah 11). 

“Your will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven,” teaches us to surrender 
our wills to God as we pray—to 
acknowledge His rule—His authority. 
Remember that God knows what is best. 
You need to study God’s word, in order 
to learn the principles of God’s will, so 
you can pray accordingly. Paul wrote, 
“Therefore do not be unwise, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is” 
(Ephesians 5:17). 

Drink in of God’s word, so that 
you may begin to think as God thinks, 
and have His will made a part of your 
very character. “Let this mind be in 
you which was also in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 2:5). Then you will 
automatically pray according to God’s 
will, as revealed in the Bible—and your 
prayers will be answered. 

“Give us day by day our daily bread” 
certainly shows that God wants us to ask 
for our material needs. But notice that we 
are not to ask for great wealth, but rather 
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for our daily bread. God has promised to 
supply every need (Philippians 4:19). It 
is God’s will that we prosper and be in 
health (3 John 2), but great wealth might 
become a stumbling block to our faith. 
So, remember Christ’s example of asking 
only for our daily bread—not necessarily 
for several years of sustenance in advance. 

resist the Devil! 

“And forgive us our sins, for we 
also forgive everyone who is indebted 
to us.” You may ask God’s forgiveness 
only if you first forgive others. When you 
kneel before God in prayer, never come 
before Him with feelings of bit terness, 
resentfulness or hate. If you cannot first 
rid yourself of those feel ings, ask God 
to clean you up and replace the spirit of 
hate with His Spirit of love. That love is 
charitable and patient with others. 

It is a wonderful feeling to know 
that you hate no one, and that in your 
way, however clumsily, you are trying 
to show love to everyone. 

God hears and answers the prayers 
of those who are of this spirit. 

“And do not lead us into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from the evil one.” 
God himself tempts no man (James 
1:13). However, He does per mit us to be 
tempted by Satan and our own lusts. We 
should constantly pray that He would not 
permit us to be brought into, or partake of, 
any temptation—that He would give us 
the spiritual power to master any wrong 
desires. Ask God each day to give you the 
strength to “resist the devil, and he [the 
devil] will flee from you” (James 4:7). 

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil walks about like 
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Satan the devil 
will try his best to upset you day and 
night! Ask God for strength and faith. 

ask for what yoU NeeD 

Jesus continued teaching His disciples 
about prayer by giving them a parable 
(Luke 11:5–13). He showed that if we are 
in truly dire need, as was the man who had 
an unexpected guest, we can be sure that 

God will answer our prayer if we throw 
ourselves completely on His mercy. 

The disciples were still uncon verted, 
because the Holy Spirit had not yet been 
given. So Jesus told them, “If you then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your chil dren, how much more will 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask Him!” (v. 13). God is 
totally willing to give us His Spirit. 

Do you need wisdom, knowl edge, 
faith, and love? These are all gifts of the 
Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12; 13). Ask 

God for these gifts. He is more willing 
to give you these things than you are to 
feed your own hungry child. 

This is His will, so ask in faith! 

two Mistakes to avoiD 

During His “Sermon on the 
Mount,” Christ showed that He expects 
His true followers to pray (Matthew 
6:6–8). He did not say, “If you pray,” 
but rather “when you pray.” He knew 
that anyone who was truly serving God 
would be praying often. 

Are you? 
He cautioned the disciples never to 

pray “to be seen of men,” but instead 
to enter into a closet or “secret place,” 
and there commune with their Heavenly 
Father. Christ taught that it is wrong to 
make long prayers in front of others to 

“show off” (Matthew 23:14). Those who 
delight in this sort of showmanship are 
disobeying God. 

Also, you have probably heard 
members of some religions, and even 
some “Christian” denominations, 
repeating the same prayers over and 
over again. But Christ said, “And when 
you pray, do not use vain repeti tions as 
the heathen do. For they think that they 
will be heard for their many words” 
(Matthew 6:7). 

Memorized prayers—including 
the “Lord’s Prayer”—soon lose their 
meaning and sincerity. 

Nowhere in the entire New 
Testament is the “Lord’s Prayer” 
repeated. The Apostles did not repeat it 
over and over again. Jesus gave it as a 
pattern or example after which we could 
fashion our own prayers. 

The world’s churches are in error 
when they practice repeating any prayer 
over and over again each week. Avoid 
this error. Also, try not to offer thanks in 
the same way at the table every meal. 

When you pray, do not just “rat tle 
off” so many words. Think about your 
blessings and your needs, and pray 
from the heart. 

Never Be ashaMeD 

We should be careful not to pray 
“to be seen of men.” But does this mean 
that we should be overly secre tive—as 
if we were ashamed—when we pray? 

Absolutely not! 
Many “babes in Christ” are faced with 

this problem. Some are afraid to pray as 
often as they should because they are afraid 
other people will know about it! Have no 
such fear! Should the nearness of your 
wife, husband or children prevent you 
from maintaining an intimate contact with 
your Creator and God? Of course not! 

In Luke’s gospel, we find two examples 
where Christ—our perfect example—
prayed a short distance from His disciples 
and they knew where He was and what He 
was doing (Luke 9:18, 28). 

So do not be ashamed if anyone 
knows you are praying! Just be care ful 
not to pray “to be seen of men,” and try 
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hard to find a closet or “pri vate place” 
where you will not be dis turbed. 

When Jesus was staying at Peter’s 
home with His disciples, “having risen 
a long while before daylight, He went 
out and departed to a solitary place; 
and there He prayed” (Mark 1:35). 

You can be alone with God if you will 
follow Christ’s example and make a way! 

PositioN for Prayer 

The Bible records many different 
positions for prayer. But it always 
shows that in private, personal prayer, 
you should kneel on both knees. It has 
always been a custom to kneel on one 
knee to a king or other ruler as a sign of 
respect and esteem. Yet the Bible always 
records that we should bow both knees 
to God in rev erence and worship. 

1 Kings 8:54 and Ezra 9:5 show an 
example of a very suitable posi tion in 
prayer. Notice that Solomon and Ezra 
kneeled upon both knees and spread out 
their hands— upward—toward God. This 
is a position of humility and supplica-
tion. You will come more nearly praying 
fervently if you are in such a position. 

God may not answer “sleepytime 
prayers” that you mumble to yourself 
in bed just before dropping off to sleep. 
If you truly want an answer, you should 
be willing to get out of that bed and kneel 
to pray fervently before your Creator. 

In private Jesus “knelt down, and 
prayed” (Luke 22:41). In your per sonal 
prayers, you should often kneel before 
God and pray fervently (James 5:16). 

how ofteN to Pray? 

In Acts 13:22, we read that David 
was a man after God’s own heart. Many 
of the Psalms are simply David’s prayers. 
He prayed to God in time of trouble, for 
guidance and in thanksgiving. In every 
circumstance, David went to God in prayer. 

Never think you are “bothering” 
God by sharing your joys and your 
problems with Him. Talk to God often—in 
every circumstance. That is undoubtedly 
one of the main rea sons why David was 
a man after God’s own heart. 

If you want to be a child of God, 
then “become acquainted” with your 
Heavenly Father. Talk to Him often. 
Share your life with God. David wrote, 
“Evening and morning and at noon I will 
pray, and cry aloud, and He shall hear 
my voice” (Psalm 55:17). David went 
to God in prayer three times a day. 

We read that God’s prophet Daniel 
“knelt down on his knees three times that 
day, and prayed and gave thanks before 
his God, as was his custom since early 
days” (Daniel 6:10). These examples are 
not com mands, but they certainly show 
that to kneel in prayer three times a day is 
a good way to bring God into our lives. 
“He that has an ear, let him hear.” 

The Apostle Paul was inspired 
to instruct the Thessalonians, “Pray 
without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). 
This means we are never to discontinue 
our prayer life. It also— along with 
many other scriptures— shows that we 
should be constantly in an attitude or 
spirit of prayer. Talk to God as you go 
about your work or play. Ask Him to 
direct your every thought and action. 

When you seem to be losing your 
temper—or when you are in doubt 
about a certain course of action—stop 
and think, “Would Jesus do that?” Ask 
God to show you the answer, and study 
your Bible so you will know what God 
would have you do. Then ask God for 
the wisdom, the faith and the power to 
carry out what you know is right. 

This simple process will change 
your life! Your life will then have more 
meaning, and more real happi ness, than 
you have ever before expe rienced. 

how loNg to Pray? 

Prayer should be one of the most 
important and most enjoyable activi-
ties of your life. If you really love God 
as your Father, you will want to spend 
a great deal of time talking to Him. Your 
spiritual food is obtained by contact with 
God through Bible study and prayer. 
Preparing and eat ing your material food 
takes most people at least two hours 
each day. Is your “spiritual food” any less 
impor tant? Spend more time acquiring it! 

Time is precious. Use your time 
where it counts. It is better to miss a 
few physical meals— to fast once in 
a while—than to grow “too busy” to 
drink in the spiritual things of God. 

That is the very purpose of your 
life! 

Sometimes you will need to 
spend a long session with God. Christ 
prayed all night before choos ing His 
twelve disciples. When you have a 
tremendous decision to make, or when 
facing serious trou ble, remember that 
example. In such a crisis, spend a long 
time in God’s presence. Pray with all 
your might. God will hear, and it will 
be an experience that you will never 
forget. 

what to Pray? 

Do you have trouble knowing what 
to pray about? First of all, “count your 
blessings” and thank God for “every 
good and perfect gift.” How little most 
appreciate God’s boundless love! 

Then study your Bible and find 
what God’s true servants prayed about. 
Get your mind away from self once in a 
while. Paul asked the Ephesians to pray 
for the saints and for him, God’s servant 
(Ephesians 6:18–20). He wrote that he 
remem bered the Philippian church in 
every prayer (Philippians 1:4). Apply 
these principles to God’s true minis ters, 
His Work and His true Church. 

Each of us has a part in God’s great 
Work by contributing what we should 
in tithes and offerings, but also in cry ing 
out to God day and night to guide and 
protect His servants. God’s minis ters are 
only human, but we have a job beyond 
our human power to per form. We need 
your prayers! 

Finally, when a crisis comes, when 
you are sick or afflicted, know that 
God is a God of power! You can tap 
the supreme source of all power just by 
getting down on your knees in a private 
place and fervently beseeching God to 
intervene and help you. 

Learn to expect an answer. God 
reveals Himself as real—a living, act ing 
God. Take Him at His word! 

Living Church News July–August 2012
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the GreAtest love
By Gerald Weston

The words of a famous song composed by Burt 
Bacharach tell us, “What the world needs now 
is love sweet love, it’s the only thing that there’s 

just too little of.” As trite as those words may appear, no 
truer words could be spoken. The world had far too little 
love back in 1965 when the song was first sung, and the 
world has even less today. No matter where we look, there 
seems to be a lack of this precious commodity—with one 
extraordinarily important exception.

The Apostle John penned in a 
very few words the story 
of the greatest act of love 
in all the known history 
of the universe: “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

But what is love?
The New Testament primarily uses two 

different Greek words that are translated into 
English as love. Agape or agapao (found in John 
3:16 and 1 John 4:9) describes the kind of love 
God has for man, and that is also the kind of love we 
are commanded to show toward God and our neighbor 
(Matthew 22:37, 39). Phileo refers to tender affection or, as 
it is more popularly rendered, brotherly love.

A famous and classic example of the difference 
between the two types of love is found in Jesus’ question 
to Peter, “Do you love (agapao) Me?” Peter replies, “Yes, 
Lord; You know that I love (phileo) You” (John 21:15–17).

Though agape implies a deeper level of love than 
phileo, both words imply caring for the well-being of 
another.

John wrote in his first epistle that “God is love”—a 
statement he made twice in the same chapter (1 John 4:8, 
16). And he stated in the most unambiguous terms that 
we, though human, must grow to love as God does: “He 
who does not love does not know God, for God is love” 
(v. 8) and “God is love, and he who abides in love abides 
in God, and God in him” (v. 16).

Many professing Christians today make the mistake 
of pitting love against obedience to God’s law, as if these 
were conflicting ideals. No doubt this is partly because 
people often view love simply as an emotion. Yet, although 
most people think of love as how they feel, the fact is that 
godly love requires action. “Love is very patient and kind, 
never jealous or envious, never boastful or proud, never 
haughty or selfish or rude. Love does not demand its own 
way. It is not irritable or touchy. It does not hold grudges 

and will hardly even notice when others do it wrong. It 
is never glad about injustice, but rejoices whenever truth 
wins out. If you love someone you will be loyal to him no 
matter what the cost” (1 Corinthians 13:4–7, The Living 
Bible).

Note that the word used for love in this passage is 
agapao. While emotion may accompany some aspects 
of love, here we see that love is defined by the way we 
treat others and the way we react to others. Love requires 

action on the part of the one showing love. Love is not 
how we feel, but rather what we do to serve the 

other person. Love is never self-centered. Love 
is outgoing concern.

love aND the law

John is often described as “the 
Apostle of love” because love—
especially the love of God—is a key 

theme in his writings. Considering what 
he wrote, it may seem odd that so few readers 

recognize the connection John makes between God’s 
love and His law. For example, it is John who records 
Jesus’ explanation of how we show love to Him. On the 
night He was betrayed, Christ said: “If you love Me, keep 
My commandments.… He who has My commandments 
and keeps them, it is he who loves Me” (John 14:15, 21). 
John also recorded these comments of Jesus: “If you keep 
My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I 
have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His 
love” (John 15:10).

Some professing Christians sincerely believe that 
Christ did away with His Father’s laws, including the Ten 
Commandments, and substituted a new set of laws that 
are sometimes referred to as “the Law of Christ.” What 
does this change amount to?  When you boil down all the 
mental gymnastics, it is basically another way of saying: 
“Throw out the Ten Commandments, and resurrect nine 
of them.”

Few professing Christians are willing to argue that it 
is acceptable to have other gods before the true God, that 
it is fine to bow down to images and idols, and that it does 
not matter if you take God’s name and run it through the 
gutter, or dishonor your parents, kill, commit adultery, 
steal, lie or covet. Only if you insist on treating the Fourth 
Commandment like the other nine, and assert that we 
must observe the seventh-day Sabbath as instructed in 
Scripture, then you are accused of “legalism.”

Opponents of the seventh-day Sabbath reason that if 
you try to keep the Sabbath, you are trying to save yourself 
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by your works. But do they honestly use the same logic 
regarding any of the other commandments? If you honor 
your parents, are you trying to save yourself by works? What 
if you do not commit murder?  If you refrain from adultery 
or stealing, are you trying to save yourself apart from God’s 
grace?  If one insists that keeping one commandment is an 
attempt at “salvation by works,” then how can one avoid 
applying the same reasoning to the other nine?

Very clearly in his writing, John disagrees with those 
who would try to reason around God’s law. In his first 
epistle, he writes plainly about the connection between law-
keeping and love, and he shows that we cannot separate the 
two: “Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep 
His commandments. He who says, ‘I know Him,’ and does 
not keep His commandments, is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him. 
But whoever keeps His word, 
truly the love of God is perfected 
in him. By this we know that 
we are in Him. He who says he 
abides in Him ought himself also 
to walk just as He walked” (1 
John 2:3–6).

So, how did Jesus walk? 
What commandments did He 
keep? The New Bible Commentary 
Revised (Third Edition) makes 
these interesting comments about 
1 John 2:3–6: “3 Next comes 
a test by which men can know whether, in spite of their 
failures, they are in right relationship with God, and walking 
in fellowship with Him. The test is whether they keep his 
commandments. It is impossible for men who really know God 
to be unaffected in their daily living by this knowledge.… 
For John the knowledge of God is not some mystic vision or 
intellectual insight. It is shown if we keep his commandments. 
Obedience is not a spectacular virtue, but it is at the basis 
of all true Christian service. 4 The man who claims to have 
this knowledge but disobeys his commandments, John says 
forthrightly, is a liar. He underlines this with the addition, the 
truth is not in him. 5 By contrast, love for God is perfected in the 
man who keeps his word. Word signifies God’s commandments 
in general.”

In two short verses, the Apostle of love defines the 
love of God, explains how we can know that we love the 
children of God, and refutes the fallacy that the law of 
God is burdensome. “By this we know that we love 
the children of God, when we love God and keep His 
commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep 
His commandments. And His commandments are not 
burdensome” (1 John 5:2–3).

Has someone told you that God’s laws are burdensome? 
If so, which laws are such a burden? The ones against 
idolatry, murder and adultery? Or is it that one about 

remembering the day God sanctified and blessed at creation 
(Genesis 2:1–3)? If you have not already done so, please 
read our booklet, Which Day Is the Christian Sabbath? to 
learn more about this vital commandment. John makes 
no distinctions between the commandments when he 
declares: “And His commandments are not burdensome.” 
So, whom should we believe: the Apostle John or some 
modern cleric?

love, law aND siN

It is only in understanding sin and its relationship to 
God’s law that we can fully understand John 3:16. John 
wrote: “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the 

law: for sin is the transgression of 
the law” (1 John 3:4, KJV). Consider 
a powerful comment on this verse 
from The New Bible Commentary 
Revised: “The false teachers seem 
to have held that knowledge is all-
important, and that conduct does 
not matter. So John insists that sin 
is evidence of wrong relationship to 
God. Sin, he tells us, is lawlessness, 
the Greek construction implying 
that the two are interchangeable. 
The law in question is, of course, 
the law of God. The essence of sin, 
then, is disregard for God’s law. It is 

the assertion of oneself against God’s revealed way for man.”
What do love, law, and sin have to do with John 3:16? 

Everything! Love is defined by the way we live, and the law 
defines how we are to live. Sin is the transgression of the law, 
and its transgression brings about a penalty: death. Christ 
paid that death penalty on our behalf. Now, consider: if Christ 
died to pay the death penalty for you—a penalty imposed for 
transgressing His law—could He apply that sacrifice to you if 
He knew you would continue disregarding that law? When 
we understand what sin is, this comment on 1 John 3:5–6 
makes perfect sense: “5… Christ came to take away sins, which 
indicates complete hostility to evil. In Him there is no sin. 6 This 
has effects in the Christian, for no one who abides in Him sins. 
We must not water down statements like this. The Christian 
has no business with sin and he must never be complacent 
about it, even about occasional sin” (NBCR).

Our sins have cut us off from God, who told mankind 
from the very beginning that death would be the penalty for 
those who might choose to live according to the dictates of 
the heart (symbolized by partaking of a tree that represented 
both good and evil), apart from God’s holy and righteous law 
(Genesis 2:17). Romans 6:23 confirms this: “For the wages 
of sin is death.”

For a law to be effective, there must be a penalty for its 
violation.  The penalty for breaking God’s laws is death.  Sin 
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also cuts us off from God: “But your iniquities have separated 
you from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from 
you, so that He will not hear” (Isaiah 59:2).

Christ’s sacrifice resolves both problems. First, He 
willingly gave His life in exchange for ours. He paid the 
penalty that we had earned through sin. “For I delivered to 
you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 
15:3). And, “For when we were still without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 5:6). Christ 
paying the penalty for us is what we call justification. 
Second, through Christ’s sacrifice, the 
breach between man and God has been 
repaired. We are reconciled to God 
through Jesus’ sacrifice. “And you, who 
once were alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet now 
He has reconciled in the body of His 
flesh through death, to present you holy, 
and blameless, and above reproach in 
His sight” (Colossians 1:21–22; 1 Peter 
3:18).

saveD By his life

The words justification and recon-
ciliation are widely misunderstood. 
Justification is the forgiveness of our 
sins, and is the result of our faith in 
Jesus’ having given His life in exchange 
for ours. One easy way to understand 
justification is to see how it is used in 
word processing. The margins on this 
page, for example are lined up on both 
the right and left sides. This is called 
full justification. In the theological sense, justification 
involves being “lined up” with God. Our sins took us 
out of line with Him, but we are brought back into line 
through faith in Christ’s shed blood.

Because our sins are forgiven, we are now reconciled 
with God. But what does this mean? The blood of Christ 
is essential for us, yet salvation is not just a past event. 
Salvation is past, present and future! You can read it for 
yourself in your own Bible: “But God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. Much more then, having now been justified 
by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 
For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having been 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Romans 5:8–
10).

We shall be saved by His life! Consider again Colossians 
1:21–22, but complete the thought with verse 23: “And 
you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind 

by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of 
His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, 
and above reproach in His sight—if indeed you continue in 
the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel.”

Yes, we must “continue in the faith.” We are reconciled 
to God by the death of His Son, by faith in His shed blood. 
We can never earn that reconciliation. It is God’s free gift, 
which we often describe as grace. Yet that reconciliation is 
not the final matter, as “much more, having been reconciled, 
we shall be saved by His life” (Romans 5:10).

So, what does this mean? In what 
way are we saved by His life? Romans 
6:1–7 shows us that through baptism 
we enter into a covenant with God, to 
put to death the old ways and begin 
living a new way of life, thinking 
like Christ (Philippians 2:4–5), and 
walking as He walked (1 John 2:6). 
The Apostle Paul explains how we 
are given help in this, through Christ 
dwelling in us by the power of the Holy 
Spirit: “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me” (Galatians 2:20, KJV).

Ask yourself, then, what kind 
of a life would Christ live in us? 
Would it be a life rejecting the very 
life He said He lived (John 15:10)?  
Or will Christ live in Christians 
today the way He lived on this 
earth, developing in them the same 

character, based on God’s law, which the Apostle Paul 
calls spiritual, holy, just, and good (Romans 7:12, 14, 16)?

God gave His Son on our behalf because He loved us. 
There is nothing we can do to earn that love or repay God for 
that precious sacrifice (1 Peter 1:17–19). Yet we should not 
despise that sacrifice by failing to take seriously the law that 
brought the penalty upon us in the first place. To do so would 
be like walking out of the courthouse, after being pardoned, 
and thinking you were now free to commit the same crime 
that put you in the courthouse! 

John records these words of Jesus on the night in which 
He was betrayed: “Greater love has no one than this, than 
to lay down one’s life for his friends” (John 15:12–14). John 
3:16 reminds us that God the Father loved us so much that 
He voluntarily gave His Son to be our Friend—to empty 
Himself of His divine privileges that we might escape death 
and have eternal life. Could there be any greater love in all 
the universe than what was expressed on that Passover Day 
nearly 2,000 years ago?

God GAve his son on our  
BehAlf BecAuse he loved us. 
there is nothinG we cAn do  
to eArn thAt love or repAy  
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(1 peter 1:17–19). yet we 
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sAcrifice By fAilinG to tAke 
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plAce. to do so would Be like 
wAlkinG out of the courthouse, 
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When the late Senator Hubert 
Humphrey (D-MN) was told 
by his doctors that he had 

terminal cancer, he said it was the worst 
day of his life.  He wrote an article in the 
Reader’s Digest, in which 
he made two profound 
statements that I have not 
forgotten. He said, “In life it 
isn’t what you’ve lost, it’s what 
you’ve got left that counts.”  
He also observed, “How long 
should a person live? I don’t 
know. What’s more important 
is how you live and what you 
live for.” Senator Humphrey 
was taking stock of his life.

However true this 
may have been for Senator 
Humphrey, it is all the more true for 
Christians today. Some of us have a lot, 
and others relatively little. Yet we all have 
been given the most precious, stupendous 
and awesome gifts from God. We have 
the gift of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice. We have 
God’s way of life. We have knowledge of 
God’s plan.  And we have a purpose that 
gives our lives meaning that the world 
cannot even begin to understand. 

As a Church, we practice the 
“way of give” on a large scale, 
through television, the Internet, 
booklets, magazines, DVDs and other 
educational materials, all given away 
free of cost or obligation. To the world, 
this may look like foolishness. But we 
understand that it is God’s way. Instead 
of focusing on present gain, we know 
that by preaching the Gospel of the 
Kingdom of God we are sowing seeds 
for the future—not just our future 
as individuals supporting the Work, 
but the future of the world, which is 
receiving our warning message and 
bringing to repentance a few whom 
God is calling.

Like the patriarchs of old, God’s 
people today are called to sacrifice the 
present for the future. We are future-
oriented people, and our first priority 
is to seek God’s Kingdom and His 

righteousness (Matthew 
6:33). Why? We did not 
“choose to join” God’s 
Church. As Mr. Herbert 
Armstrong put it, “We 
have been drafted.” We 
did not volunteer, but it 
is our voluntary choice 
to accept God’s calling 
and be living sacrifices for 
others, just as Christ was 
for each of us.

It is a high calling, 
and awesome in what it 

demands of us. The great God of the 
entire universe, who created all that 
is, was or ever will be—the ever-living 
Almighty God—has a plan for each of 
us. He wants us to become full members 
of His Family. But what must we do 
in response to His calling? “I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that you present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable service” 
(Romans 12:1). God is calling us to 
total obedience!

Jesus Christ set the example and the 
standard. “If anyone desires to come after 
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow Me.  For whoever 
desires to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for My sake will 
save it.  For what profit is it to a man if 
he gains the whole world, and is himself 
destroyed or lost?” (Luke 9:23–25).

CoUNt the Cost

When I counsel people for baptism, 
I remind them, “You are making a 

covenant with God, and that covenant 
has terms and conditions, laid out in the 
Bible.  Before you become a Christian, 
God wants you to understand what it 
will cost you.  You must be willing to 
obey God at all costs.”  I ask them to 
consider these powerful instructions 
from Scripture: “Now great multitudes 
went with Him. And He turned and said 
to them,  ‘If anyone comes to Me and 
does not hate his father and mother, 
wife and children, brothers and sisters, 
yes, and his own life also, he cannot be 
My disciple’” (Luke 14:25–26).

As we know, the word translated 
“hate” in this passage is a relative 
term; it means that we must love our 
physical family less than we love God. 
We must have our eyes on eternity—
on our incredible future destiny. When 
there is a conflict, we must be willing 
to sacrifice present comfort—it may be 
family, friends or social acceptance—
for the future. It is easy to rejoice when 
we learn the Truth, but counting the 
cost can be very difficult, because we 
come to understand that the Christian 
life requires us to sacrifice the present 
for the future. 

I experienced this firsthand when 
I came into God’s Church. In 1963, 
my wife and I and our three children 
lived in Huntsville, Alabama, where 
I worked for the United States space 
program.  I was also a well-known 
athlete in the region.  We had been 
involved in a mainstream religion, 
and any non-mainstream religion was 
derided as a “cult.” So, you can imagine 
what we went through when we came 
into the Truth, leaving behind not 
just our mainstream church but also 
the practice of Sunday worship and 
false holidays such as Christmas and 
Easter. It was especially difficult for our 
children. We were persecuted by family 
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members, schoolteachers, neighbors, friends, coworkers 
and others. But we were committed to our calling; we had 
counted the cost. We endured the trials. We sacrificed the 
present for the future. 

Many of you reading this article have had similar 
experiences. To follow Christ, we must take up our cross 
daily (Luke 9:23). Whatever difficulties we face in the 
present, we must look to the future, loving God and putting 
Him first always.

What does Satan’s world offer in the long run? Nothing 
of value. On the surface it may seem enticing, but there is 
ultimately little more than heartache and misery. Yet people 
today are being conditioned to accept the prophesied “mark” 
of the Beast. If we are not careful, we can find ourselves 
softened, swayed and eventually 
conditioned by the prince of the power of 
the air (Ephesians 2:2) to go along with 
the crowd and accept sinful practices. 
Eventually, as we have even seen from 
the example of former brethren who were 
drawn away into apostasy, people can be 
tempted to go along with the world until 
they “can’t see anything wrong” with the 
sinful practices they once knew were 
against God’s way.

the Book of life

What about you? Will your name be 
found written in the Book of Life? Or are you letting yourself 
become conditioned to accept the “mark” of the Beast? “All 
who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have 
not been written in the Book of Life” (Revelation 13:8).  
Unless your name is written in the Book of Life, you will be 
deceived into worship of the Beast power. 

This is a serious matter.  “And anyone not found 
written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire” 
(Revelation 20:15). This means eternal death. Or will you be 
an overcomer? “He who overcomes shall be clothed in white 
garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of 
Life” (Revelation 3:5). 

Notice that a name can be “blotted out” from the Book 
of Life. We cannot assume “once saved, always saved.” 
Overcoming is a life-long process. But it is not some 
insurmountable ordeal that we must face alone. Jesus Christ 
reminds us, “For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light” 
(Matthew 11:30). When we wear the yoke of Christ, He will 
give us the wisdom and strength to persist in overcoming. 
We can take comfort in the words of Daniel, “At that time 
Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch 
over the sons of your people; and there shall be a time of 
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even to 
that time.  And at that time your people shall be delivered, 
every one who is found written in the book” (Daniel 12:1).

So, how can we be sure that our names will remain 
written in the Book of Life?  “Let this mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5).  Christ was a 
living sacrifice. “By this we know love, because He laid down 
His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren” (1 John 3:16). 

With Christian love, we can serve one another. “And 
let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season 
we shall reap if we do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are 
of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:9–10).

We are being tested now to see whether or not we are 
obeying and inculcating into our minds the mind of Christ (1 
Peter 4:17; 1 Corinthians 2:15–16).  Christ had the Father’s 

mind. And what did He do? How did He 
act?  How did He treat people?  Christ 
showed compassion to the educated and 
the uneducated, the rich and the poor. 
Consider His response to the thief who 
was crucified beside Him (Luke 23:42–
43).  Even while suffering excruciating 
pain, Christ was compassionate to 
others.

Christ’s exaMPle

Christ is not just our ideal; He 
must be our example.  “But whosoever 
keeps His word, truly the love of God 

is perfected in him.  By this we know that we are in Him [if 
we keep His word].  He who says he abides in Him ought 
himself also to walk just as He walked” (1 John 2:5–6). 

For three-and-a-half years of His ministry, Christ showed 
what it meant to be a living sacrifice. He did not try to please 
Himself. He did not mope about and think, “Oh, woe is Me.” 
He was always thinking about the Father, and about the job 
He was given to do—the divine mission He was carrying out. 
He did not worry about having a comfortable present; He 
sacrificed His present for the future—for our future!

Again, “By this we know love, because He laid down his 
life for us.  And we also ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren” (1 John 3:16).  We must have that same attitude 
that Christ had. So, are we really willing to lay our lives 
down by acts of kindness, good deeds—even just a pat on the 
back and a word of encouragement when needed? When we 
display that Christ-like attitude, we help those around us see 
the Church as the source of refuge and uplift that it should 
be.  It should be a place of rest.

Christ said,  “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28, KJV).  
Each week, at Sabbath services, God’s people should be able 
to find rest and encouragement in the house of God among 

Continued on page 32
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Throughout the Bible, we find 
certain activities and practices 
condemned as “abomination” in 

the eyes of our Creator. But what does 
this word mean, and why should we 
avoid at all costs the activities to which 
God gives this label? 

We can begin by looking at 
the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 
definitions of those words translated 
into our English-language Bible as 
“abomination.”
H887: to smell bad; figuratively to 

be offensive morally: to be 
abhorred, had in abomination, 
loathsome, odious, cause to 
utterly stink.

H8262: to be intensively filthy, to 
loathe, pollute: abhor, 
make abominable, have in 
abomination, utterly detest.

H8441: properly something disgusting 
(morally), that is, (as noun) 
an abhorrence; especially 
idolatry or an idol. 

G946: a detestation, that is, 
(specifically) idolatry. 

Clearly, those who are truly seeking 
to follow Jesus Christ will not want 
to involve themselves in situations 
or activities 
that God calls 
“abominat ions .” 
Yet, the fact remains 
that in the course 
of our lives, many 
if not all of us have 
engaged in some 
practices that God 
has labeled an “abomination”—and 
that greatly displease our Father in 
heaven.

we are what we eat

The eleventh chapter of Leviticus 
gives us clear instructions about the 
food that is fit to take into our human 

bodies.  It is plain common sense 
that not everything we could put in 
our mouths is actually good for us or 
appropriate to be eaten. Would we put 
arsenic on our food instead of salt? 
Would we eat berries we knew were 
poisonous? Of course not! And since 
God is our Creator, 
He knows even 
better than we do 
what is actually 
good and right for 
us to eat.

Not every 
creature that lives 
in the seas and 
rivers was meant 
to be food for 
mankind: “These 
you may eat of 
all that are in the 
water: whatever 
in the water has 
fins and scales, whether in the seas or 
in the rivers—that you may eat. But all 
in the seas or in the rivers that do not 
have fins and scales, all that move in 
the water or any living thing which is 
in the water, they are an abomination 
to you. They shall be an abomination 
to you; you shall not eat their flesh, 

but you shall regard 
their carcasses as 
an abomination. 
Whatever in the 
water does not have 
fins or scales—
that shall be an 
abomination to you” 
(Leviticus 11:9–12).

Human activity on the land 
generates a great deal of pollution 
that finds its way into the rivers and 
eventually the oceans. So, it is no 
surprise that God made many creatures 
whose purpose is to feed on the after-
effects of man’s activity, allowing the 
ecosystem to flourish.

Just as there are various kinds of 

sea life that serve as a “cleanup crew” 
for our rivers, lakes and oceans, so too 
are there various birds that feed on 
dead animals whose carcasses would 
otherwise carry diseases that could 
imperil human society. Regarding these, 
God tells us: “And these you shall regard 

as an abomination 
among the birds; 
they shall not be 
eaten, they are an 
abomination: the 
eagle, the vulture, 
the buzzard, the 
kite, and the 
falcon after its 
kind; every raven 
after its kind, the 
ostrich, the short-
eared owl, the sea 
gull, and the hawk 
after its kind; 
the little owl, the 

fisher owl, and the screech owl; the 
white owl, the jackdaw, and the carrion 
vulture; the stork, the heron after its 
kind, the hoopoe, and the bat” (vv. 
13–19).

Even if you live in a developed part 
of the world, you may occasionally see 
vultures circling overhead, awaiting the 
imminent death of a creature below. 
You may have seen a flock of buzzards 
feeding on the carcass of a deer or other 
animal at the side of the road, or crows 
picking at “road kill” in the middle of a 
busy street.  It is easy to see why birds 
that eat the flesh of animals are unfit 
for human consumption, and fall under 
the proscription of God’s law regarding 
unclean meats.

What about insects? God tells us: 
“All flying insects that creep on all 
fours shall be an abomination to you. 
Yet these you may eat of every flying 
insect that creeps on all fours: those 
which have jointed legs above their 
feet with which to leap on the earth. 
These you may eat: the locust after 

An Abomination to God?
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its kind, the destroying locust after its 
kind, the cricket after its kind, and the 
grasshopper after its kind. But all other 
flying insects which have four feet shall 
be an abomination to you” (vv. 20–23).

You may have watched a television 
show in which contestants were 
challenged to consume a large number 
of very unappealing bugs. It may be 
hard to believe that insects are used as a 
major source of protein in some cultures 
around the globe. Flies and mosquitos 
are among the many insects that can 
carry and transmit diseases. A colony 
of ants can reduce a dead animal to a 
picked-clean skeleton in a surprisingly 
short span of time. Yet there are a few 
insects, like those described in the 
above scripture, that feed strictly on 
vegetation and can be healthful food for 
human beings.

UNCleaN Meat

Verses 24–47 of Leviticus 11 go on 
to describe animals that God intended 
to be used for human food, and others 
that were not.  Around the world, pork 
is one of the most popular meats, as 
pig farming is relatively inexpensive 
and does not require a high standard 
of cleanliness. Yet, even the prestigious 
New England Journal of Medicine has 
reported that this meat which God has 
prohibited can be very dangerous to 
consume (“Clinical Features of Nipah 
Virus Encephalitis among Pig Farmers 
in Malaysia,” April 27, 2000). Not only 
does its high fat content bring risks 
of heart and artery problems; it can 
be contaminated with nematodes, a 
parasitical worm that causes the disease 
trichinosis. Other carnivores’ meat 
can also be contaminated with this 
organism, and even potentially “clean” 
meats can be rendered dangerous 
when greedy farmers change their 
livestock’s diet for the worse. Cows are 
normally herbivores, but can contract 
a disease known as bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE) when they 
are fed a diet that includes the flesh 
of dead cattle.  A related syndrome, 
Creutzfeldt–Jakob Disease, can then 

occur in human beings who eat the 
flesh of cows afflicted with BSE.

God made human beings in His 
image (Genesis 1:27).  Our Creator 
knows which foods He designed for our 
nourishment and the maintenance of 
our health.  If “we are what we eat,” we 
can appreciate that when we consume 
the flesh of unclean mammals, birds, 
insects and sea creatures, we are 

ingesting not only meats that God 
did not intend for us, but indirectly 
all the poisons and garbage that those 
creatures had taken into themselves. 

Indeed, much human illness and 
disease is a direct result of people 
failing to live by God’s clear instruction 
to avoid the abomination of unclean 
foods.  For a more in-depth study on 
this subject, request our free reprint 
article, Don’t Eat the Cleanup Crew!

sexUal aBoMiNatioNs

God gave men and women a natural 
physical attraction to one another, and 
when a husband and wife join together 
as “one flesh” (Genesis 2:24), their 
union is a God-ordained blessing—not 
only for the two of them, but for the 
family they will create and nurture. We 
read: “But did He not make them one, 
having a remnant of the Spirit? And 
why one? He seeks godly offspring. 
Therefore take heed to your spirit, and 
let none deal treacherously with the 
wife of his youth” (Malachi 2:15).

Sadly, in our present day, the 
bond between husband and wife 
is increasingly belittled. Men and 
women often expect to be “sexually 
active” before marriage, and society is 
becoming more and more accepting 
of same-gender sexual relations, even 
though God calls it an abomination 
(Leviticus 18:22).

How widespread are these 
attitudes?  An April 2011 CNN poll 
disclosed, “A majority of Americans 
now believe that same-sex marriages 
should be legal…. the first time that a 
CNN poll has found majority support 
for same-sex marriage.… Sixty percent 
of Americans under 50 support same-
sex marriage, but only four in ten of 
those over 50 feel the same” (“More 
Americans Favor Same-Sex Marriage,” 
April 19, 2011). Politicians are aware 
of this change in attitude, and same-
sex marriage is becoming a contentious 
issue fought at the ballot box and in the 
courts.

How far we have drifted from the 
simplicity of God’s word, which reveals 
to us: “And Adam said: ‘This is now 
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of Man.’  Therefore 
a man shall leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, and they shall 
become one flesh. And they were both 
naked, the man and his wife, and were 
not ashamed” (Genesis 2:23–25).

God flooded the entire earth in 
Noah’s day, and His displeasure with 
Sodom and Gomorrah led to their 
destruction. How much longer can 
society continue on its present course 
without God’s intervention? God the 
Father and His Son are not “asleep at 
the wheel.” Scripture attests to God’s 
resolve in the face of evil. “‘But as for 
those whose hearts follow the desire 
for their detestable things and their 
abominations, I will recompense their 
deeds on their own heads,’ says the 
Lord God” (Ezekiel 11:21).

the aBoMiNatioN of iDolatry

False religion is, of course, an 
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abomination in the eyes of God. “Then 
He said to me, ‘Have you seen this, O 
son of man? Turn again, you will see 
greater abominations than these.’ So 
He brought me into the inner court 
of the Lord‘s house; and there, at 
the door of the temple of the Lord, 
between the porch and the altar, were 
about twenty-five men with their backs 
toward the temple of the Lord and 
their faces toward the east, and they 
were worshiping the sun toward the 
east. And He said to me, ‘Have you 
seen this, O son of man? Is it a trivial 
thing to the house of Judah to commit 
the abominations which they commit 
here? For they have filled the land with 
violence; then they have returned to 
provoke Me to anger. Indeed they put 
the branch to their nose. Therefore I 
also will act in fury. My eye will not 
spare nor will I have pity; and though 
they cry in My ears with a loud voice, I 
will not hear them’” (Ezekiel 8:15–18).

No one who calls himself a Christian 
would dare even to think of bowing 
down before an idol. But how many of 
us, even after baptism, are holding on to 
“idols” that we maintain in our hearts 
(Ezekiel 14:3–7)? Are we allowing the 
pursuit of wealth to come between us 
and our Creator? Are we loving God 
less than we love our family, our work 
or our leisure time? God is real, and His 
power is real, and we need to put Him 
first in our lives in order to receive what 
He wants to give us.  If you have not 
already done so, read our booklet, The 
Real God: Proofs and Promises to learn 
more about the true God and how He 
wants to intervene in your life.

aBoMiNatioNs of the MiND

If, physically, we are what we eat, 
then mentally we are what we allow 
into our minds.  The Apostle Peter told 
Christians to “gird up the loins of your 
mind” (1 Peter 1:13).  Our thoughts 
lead to actions.  As Jesus Christ warned, 
“out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, thefts, covetousness, 
wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil 

eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All 
these evil things come from within and 
defile a man” (Mark 7:20–23).

We may make a great effort to 
deceive others about the condition of 
our heart.  But Scripture admonishes us: 
“He who hates, disguises it with his lips, 
and lays up deceit within himself; when 
he speaks kindly, do not believe him, 
for there are seven abominations in his 
heart; though his hatred is covered by 
deceit, his wickedness will be revealed 
before the assembly” (Proverbs 26:24–
26). And, long before our wicked 
thoughts have become known to those 
around us, God will have seen them 
for what they are.  “But Jesus, knowing 
their thoughts, said, ‘Why do you think 
evil in your hearts’”? (Matthew 9:4).

There came a time, earlier in the 
history of mankind, when human hearts 
had become so wicked that God felt He 
had no other choice than to intervene 
and stop the wickedness.  God inundated 
the earth with water, and “started over” 
with Noah and his immediate family. 
“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness 
of man was great in the earth, and that 
every intent of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually. And the Lord 
was sorry that He had made man on the 
earth, and He was grieved in His heart” 
(Genesis 6:5–6).

Jesus Christ warned that, at the 
end of this age, mankind will again 
be full of wickedness “as the days of 
Noah were” (Matthew 24:37). Are we 
doing all we can to keep our minds 
free of the abominations God hates? 
Or are we going along with a world 
rushing headlong into such evil that 
only Christ’s return will be able to put 
an end to it?

the eND is Near!

Is society reaching a point of 
collapse? How long will it be until these 
words of the prophet Ezekiel come to 
pass:  “Moreover the word of the Lord 
came to me, saying, ‘And you, son of 
man, thus says the Lord God to the land 
of Israel: “An end! The end has come 
upon the four corners of the land. Now 

the end has come upon you, and I will 
send My anger against you; I will judge 
you according to your ways, and I will 
repay you for all your abominations. 
My eye will not spare you, nor will I 
have pity; but I will repay your ways, 
and your abominations will be in your 
midst; then you shall know that I am 
the Lord!”’ Thus says the Lord God” 
(Ezekiel 7:1–5).

The world’s society, under the 
sway of Satan, the “god of this age” (2 
Corinthians 4:4), has given itself over 
to false anti-God values. Our world is so 
upside down that, as Christ described, 
“what is highly esteemed among men 
is an abomination in the sight of God” 
(Luke 16:15).

Scripture records the prophecy 
that, at the end of this age, a great 
false religious system will expand its 
power over the earth.  That power is 
described as “Mystery, Babylon the 
Great, the mother of harlots and of the 
abominations of the earth” (Revelation 
17:5). That power will be the force 
behind a great desecration known 
as the “abomination of desolation” 
(Daniel 11:31; Matthew 24:15).

Thankfully, there is hope! Even 
if society continues to decline and 
decay, we as Christians must resist 
this downward slide. But do we have 
the power to resist? By ourselves, our 
strength would not be sufficient, but as 
Christians we have the power of God’s 
Holy Spirit within us. Even as society 
becomes more and more satanic, we 
can individually (and as a Church) 
become more Christ-like. 

A time is coming when God the 
Father will descend to the earth with 
the New Jerusalem. Who will be able 
to inhabit that glorious city? God tells 
us that “there shall by no means enter 
it anything that defiles, or causes an 
abomination or a lie, but only those 
who are written in the Lamb’s Book 
of Life” (Revelation 21:27). Let us 
all strive to avoid abominations in 
our lives, and remain obedient to our 
Savior, that we may have a part in that 
glorious future!

—LCG Editorial Staff
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A quarry is a place where stone is 
mined for construction purposes. 
For instance, in the United 

States, South Carolina, North Carolina 
and Georgia are known for their high 
quality granite quarries. Many other 
places have high quality stone as well. 
A fine home may have a granite counter 
top from Brazil or travertine floors from 
Italy or Turkey. Stone is quarried for 
construction purposes all over the world.

Most residents of Anderson, 
South Carolina are not aware of it, but 
downtown, there is a different kind of 
quarry under one of the office buildings. 
The Living Church of God meets in a 
basement hall there every Sabbath, and 
the members of that congregation call 
their hall, “The Quarry.”

What do the members mean 
when they call their meeting hall “The 
Quarry”? To understand, let us consider 
some of the history of God’s quarry 
work, and see what it means for us as we 
progress on our Christian journey.

QUiet CoNstrUCtioN

The first Temple—the one Solomon 
built—was very unusual in how it was 
constructed. “Then King Solomon 
raised up a labor force out of all Israel; 
and the labor force was thirty thousand 
men. And he sent them to Lebanon, ten 
thousand a month in shifts: they were 
one month in Lebanon and two months 
at home; Adoniram was in charge of 
the labor force. Solomon had seventy 
thousand who carried burdens, and 
eighty thousand who quarried stone in 
the mountains, besides three thousand 
three hundred from the chiefs of 
Solomon’s deputies, who supervised the 
people who labored in the work. And the 
king commanded them to quarry large 
stones, costly stones, and hewn stones, 
to lay the foundation of the temple. So 
Solomon’s builders, Hiram’s builders, 
and the Gebalites quarried them; and 
they prepared timber and stones to build 
the temple… And the temple, when it was 

being built, was built with stone finished at 
the quarry, so that no hammer or chisel or 
any iron tool was heard in the temple while 
it was being built” (1 Kings 5:13–18; 6:7).

When you visit a normal construction 
job, to build a house for instance, there is 
plenty of noise. Hammers are slapping on 
boards, and there is a general cacophony 
of sounds coming from the activities of 

the workmen. In ancient times, it was 
no different. Stonemasons had to cut the 
building blocks to fit, and in Solomon’s 
day—the early Iron Age—skilled 
workmen used iron hammers and chisels 
to cut and shape the building material—
much of which was stone. Stone would be 
rough-cut at the quarry and then trimmed 
and finished on the site. The Bible records 
that there were tens of thousands of 
workmen involved, but the construction 
management was different from the 
standard practice of their day. The stone 
was not only cut out at the quarry, but 
it was finished there as well. This would 
have required that the workmen finishing 
the large stone blocks have precise 
measurements to work from. Then the 
finished stone could be transported to 
the temple site and put into place without 
further work by hammer, chisel or other 
tool. The construction site for Solomon’s 
temple was a quiet site compared to most 
projects in his day and ours.

a thirD teMPle?

The glorious temple that Solomon 
built was destroyed by the Babylonians 
around 586bc. “And all the articles from 

the house of God, great and small, the 
treasures of the house of the Lord, and 
the treasures of the king and of his 
leaders, all these he took to Babylon. 
Then they burned the house of God, 
broke down the wall of Jerusalem, 
burned all its palaces with fire, and 
destroyed all its precious possessions” (2 
Chronicles 36:18–19).

When Judah returned to Jerusalem 
in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, they 
built a second temple that was far from 
as glorious as the first one. “But many of 
the priests and Levites and heads of the 
fathers’ houses, old men who had seen 
the first temple, wept with a loud voice 
when the foundation of this temple was 
laid before their eyes. Yet many shouted 
aloud for joy” (Ezra 3:12). The second 
temple was greatly expanded by Herod 
in Jesus’ day but was destroyed by the 
Romans in 70ad. The western retaining 
wall of the temple mount still exists in 
the form of huge stones put there by 
Herod the Great, and the “Wailing Wall,” 
as it is often called, is a very special 
location for the Jews.

Some have asked whether there will 
be a third temple built in the Temple 
Mount before Christ comes. The Bible 
gives indications that it will be—
although it does not have to be built 
for the sacrifices to begin. In Ezra’s day, 
the sacrifices were resumed as soon as 
the priesthood was sanctified—which 
occurred before the foundation of the 
second temple was laid. “From the first 
day of the seventh month they began 
to offer burnt offerings to the Lord, 
although the foundation of the temple of 
the Lord had not been laid” (Ezra 3:6).

But it took years to build the first and 
second temples. Is it possible that the 
third temple could exist in parts already? 
Some think that it does and could be 
assembled very quickly from already 
completed components. Organizations 
such as the “Temple Mount Faithful” 
have cut large cornerstones and have 
prepared bowls, robes and other items 
necessary for the service of the temple 

By Dexter B. Wakefield

The Quarry of Living Stones
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to begin. They have even attempted to 
take a cornerstone to the Temple Mount. 
In order to begin the sacrifices, it would 
be necessary for the priesthood to be 
reestablished and sanctified. The process 
of sanctification is described in Numbers 
19. But whether the entire Third Temple 
already exists in parts across Israel is 
unknown to the world.

the teMPle of goD exists Now!

“Now, therefore, you are no longer 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of 
the household of God, having been built 
on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the chief cornerstone, in whom the 
whole building, being fitted together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in 
whom you also are being built together 
for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit” 
(Ephesians 2:19–22).

“Coming to Him as to a living stone, 
rejected indeed by men, but chosen by 
God and precious, you also, as living 
stones, are being built up a spiritual 
house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. Therefore it is 
also contained in the Scripture, ‘Behold, 
I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, 
precious, and he who believes on Him will 
by no means be put to shame.’ Therefore, 
to you who believe, He is precious; but 
to those who are disobedient, ‘The stone 
which the builders rejected has become 
the chief cornerstone’ and ‘A stone of 
stumbling and a rock of offense.’ They 
stumble, being disobedient to the word, 
to which they also were appointed. But 
you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own 
special people, that you may proclaim 
the praises of Him who called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light; who 
once were not a people but are now the 
people of God, who had not obtained 
mercy but now have obtained mercy” (1 
Peter 2:4–10).

God has His building plans. Christ is 
the Chief Cornerstone, and the apostles 
and prophets are the foundation. And 

God’s children are “living stones,” each 
having a place in the structure, “fitted 
together.” But we must take care as to 
what kind of stones we are.

The Apostle Paul cautioned the 
Church in Corinth. “For we are God’s 
fellow workers; you are God’s field, you 
are God’s building. According to the grace 
of God which was given to me, as a wise 
master builder I have laid the foundation, 
and another builds on it. But let each one 
take heed how he builds on it. For no 
other foundation can anyone lay than 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
Now if anyone builds on this foundation 
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, straw, each one’s work will become 
clear; for the Day will declare it, because 
it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will 
test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 
If anyone’s work which he has built on 
it endures, he will receive a reward. If 
anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer 
loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so 
as through fire” (1 Corinthians 3:9–15).

What will your place be? Those 
of the Philadelphia era of the Church 
are described as having a very specific 
function. “He who overcomes, I will 
make him a pillar in the temple of My 
God” (Revelation 3:12).

We are all being shaped and 
polished for our place in that ultimate 
temple as living stones—away from the 
final site in Jerusalem. What about us is 
being shaped? Every trial we have, every 
difficult choice, every act of love or mercy 
matters to us and to God. That is because 
what we do changes us. The choices we 
make change us and affect our character. 
We need to have the will and character of 
our Father and Jesus Christ.

Your will is your power to choose. 
When a child is told to do something 
he does not want to do—say clean up 
his room—he must obey and in doing 
so, subordinates his will to his parent’s 
will. The child’s preferred choice was 
to continue playing, but the parents’ 
choice was for him to clean up his room. 
But when that same child is told to do 
something he actually wants to do—say 
have a bowl of ice cream—he complies 
of his own will. When that child grows 

up, being trained properly, he will desire 
and choose to have a clean, neat home. 
Similarly, when you have to obey God, 
you subordinate your will to His. But 
if we allow God to convert our wills, 
then we begin to choose as He does. 
Our wills are becoming like His. God is 
building his holy, righteous character in 
each of us. Every time we exercise our 
wills as He would have us to—obeying 
His law of love—we are being changed 
and His Holy Spirit works in us daily to 
transform us. Even our trials can benefit 
us. “And we know that all things work 
together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are the called according to 
His purpose” (Romans 8:28).

Think of a master builder working 
on a block of stone with his chisel and 
hammer. Chip, chip, chip on one side—
and polishing on the other. Sometimes 
the process may be uncomfortable for 
a “living stone,” but the process is 
productive!

where is the teMPle toDay?

In “quarries” all over the world! 
These living stones are being finished 
and ready for final transportation and 
assembly in Jerusalem. The temple of 
God exists wherever God has called out 
His people.

The stones of the first temple were 
shaped in quarries all around Judea, 
but the living stones for the ultimate 
temple of God are being shaped all 
around the world. Christ will come and 
gather His elect—His resurrected and 
immortal brethren from all the places 
He has been working with them—from 
the utmost parts of the earth.

Christ is working with each of us, 
chipping a piece here, polishing some 
there. He does it with every sermon 
we hear and every trial we have. Think 
about what kind of stone you were last 
year—what kind of stone you are this 
year—and what kind of stone you will 
be next year. Will you be a precious 
stone and a pillar in that temple? Are 
you submitting to the will and skill of 
the Master Builder, Jesus Christ, who is 
Himself the Chief Cornerstone?
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Audit 2011:
By the numBers

By Dexter B. Wakefield and D. Jerry Ruddlesden

In the following pages, we are reprinting the 2011 
audit received for the Living Church of God and 
its combined entities. The Church voluntarily goes 

through the audit process each year, to verify the accuracy 
of our financial statements and the completeness of our 
internal accounting procedures. 

The audit, done by Cherry, Bekaert & Holland, L.L.P., 
is performed using auditing standards accepted in the 
United States. The independent auditors 
were able to make the following  
statement (see paragraph three 
of their letter): “In our 
opinion, the consolidated 
financial statements 
referred to above present 
fairly, in all material 
respects the consolidated 
financial position of the 
Living Church of God 
(International), Inc. and 
Affiliates as of December 
31, 2011 and 2010, and 
the changes in consolidated 
net assets and its consolidated 
cash flows for the year ended, in 
conformity with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America.”

As you will see, these audited statements include a 
balance sheet, an income statement, an accounting of 
cash flow, and supporting notes.  Taken together, these 
give a “snapshot” of the Church’s finances at the end of 
2011.  

Who else sees these statements? Many of the 
Church’s vendors look at the audit when deciding 
whether to extend us business credit. We also provide 
the information to insurance companies and various 
state agencies. But our most important audience is 
you, the reader of the Living Church News, who as a 
faithful supporter of this Work can see that we are 
indeed striving to be profitable servants and faithful 
stewards, carefully managing the tithes and offerings 
of our members, co-workers and other donors who 
give generously to support the Work of the living 
God.

The Work, of course, is more than just numbers, 
but we hope that you will appreciate the charts included 
with this article, as well as some statistics to give you the 

“big picture” of what God is doing through the Living 
Church of God. Statistics may not seem an exciting topic 
to you, but they can be at headquarters in Charlotte—
particularly when they show that God’s Work is growing 
steadily. Maybe they can be for you also. So, in this 
brief article we will “do the numbers” and see how this 
involves all of us together.

The following points come from a recent report by our 
statistician, Mr. Wayne Pyle, and from the financial area:

“The Tomorrow’s World telecast has been viewed 
by more people than ever, and the highest 

responses have come in over the past 12 
months. Requests for the Church’s literature 

reached an all-time high this past year. More 
I n t e r n e t 
users have 
viewed the 
Tomorrow’s 
World Web 
site than 
ever before. 

‘Laborers’ in God’s Work reached their 
highest levels, including the highest number 

of baptisms around the world. All of this is 
highly encouraging and shows that mighty prayers 

are going up to God’s throne and those prayers are being 
continually answered.

•	 The Tomorrow’s World telecast around the world 
brought in 2.5 million new viewers since the Passover 
season last year. Between the new and “old” viewers, 
the telecast generated a record 278,000 responses 
for the Church’s literature, CDs, DVDs, Bible lessons 
and magazine subscriptions.

•	 The Church’s presence on the Internet brought in 
1.4 million unique visitors viewing the Church’s Web 
publications or watching the Church’s videos and 
Tomorrow’s World telecasts.

•	 Thanks to the faithful tithes and offerings from 
our Church members and co-workers, the Work 
was able to mail out 2 million magazine copies 
since last year’s Passover season. And since this 
Work began in 1999, a total of 16 million magazine 
copies have been sent to nearly every country in 
the world.

•	 Literature requests reached new highs since last 
year. In the past 12 months more than 814,000 
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By John H. Ogwyn (1949–2005)

Continued on page 24

booklets, reprints, Bible lessons and other items were 
sent upon request, which is a new record for the 
Church. Since 1999, 5.3 million items were sent around 
the world.

•	 The Church’s public presence with Tomorrow’s World 
Special Presentations keeps improving and increasing. 
Since last year’s Days of Unleavened Bread, the Church 
conducted 120 presentations in countries around the 
globe.

•	 Thanks to your prayers and the Church 
feeding and nourishing more than 
300,000 subscribers and television 
viewers, the number of donors and 
co-workers surpassed 10,000, the 
highest number yet. In 2011, 
donor and co-worker donations 
accounted for 17.6 percent of all 
donations received.

•	 Church growth has been upward 
and most encouraging. This past 
year, nearly 400 individuals were 
baptized. Since 1999, baptisms 
have been increasing on average 10 
percent each year. We now have more 
than 8,000 in attendance.”

•	 Total income for 2011 was $15,409,000, which 
is an overall 7.4 percent increase over 2010.

An interesting trend is the continued shift of donations 
via the Internet and online banking. Just a few years ago, no 
one would ever have thought that they would send money 
over the Internet. Our postal system was reliable, postage 
was inexpensive and banks did not charge for checks. Today, 
we find almost the opposite being true with the Post Office 
continually shifting the way that mail moves around the 
country and the costs of postage increasing on a regular basis 
with no end in sight.

As we began to receive more requests to receive 
donations online, in late 2005 the Church contacted several 

of our banking partners to begin the process of designing a 
solution for us. We did not know at the time how many would 
want to take advantage of online donations but we knew 
we should move forward with the idea. Online donations 
have now grown to a monthly average of over $200,000 per 
month just using the online banking tool hosted by Bank of 
America. We also have added PayPal to the mix to enable 
donations to be received from outside the United States in 

places where we do not have regional offices and 
it has grown to approximately $2,000 per 

week. Later this year, we plan on a major 
upgrade to our online donation system, 

taking into consideration many of 
the suggestions we have received to 

improve usability of 
the system for donors 
and automating the 
entry of individual 
donations into our 

computer system for receipts. We 
thank you for your patience as we 

work toward that goal.
Expenses also grew from $13,804,000 

to $15,018,000, which is an increase of 8.8 
percent. As the Church has grown in members, 

the hall rental and other expenses associated with the 
local congregations had to be increased to keep up with the 
real and expected growth. We also began to add more local 
television stations and infrastructure for the Internet. We 
expect the area of “Preaching the Gospel” to expand greatly 
in 2012 as we begin to implement Internet strategies planned 
over the last couple of years.

With all these new baptisms and the growth in literature 
requests, prospective members and Church attendance, who 
can possibly say that the Work is over? The numbers show 
that Christ is moving His Work forward, and our ministry 
and members are at the forefront!
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BUilDiNg a hoUse

Do you think of yourself as a part of the Work of Christ 
in these times? You should. Christ is taking the gospel to the 
world as a witness and a warning, and He is also building His 
spiritual house. But every member of the body is an important 
part in bringing those “living stones” to the temple, the body 
of Christ.

The Apostle Peter explained, “Coming to Him as to 
a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God 
and precious, you also, as living stones, are being built up 
a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 
2:4–5).

Christ uses the tithes and offerings of His faithful 
called-out ones to accomplish His “construction” work. It is 
something He has done before through faithful King David 
of Israel. In that day, King David and the Israelites gave with 
a very willing heart for the construction of the temple in 
Jerusalem, which would be done by his son, Solomon. “With 
a willing heart…” means that they wanted to give for that 

purpose. If you read David’s prayer to God on the matter, it is 
obvious that it was something that they were glad to do.

“Now therefore, our God, We thank You and praise Your 
glorious name. But who am I, and who are my people, that 
we should be able to offer so willingly as this? For all things 
come from You, and of Your own we have given You… O Lord 
our God, all this abundance that we have prepared to build 
You a house for Your holy name is from Your hand, and is all 
Your own” (1 Chronicles 29:13–14, 16).

God is still building a holy temple—this time from 
living stones! And, as with King David, everything we give 
for God’s Work is His own in the first place. But all this 
brings up the question: “If God’s already got it all, why 
does He command us to give?” In His law, He said, “And all 
the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of 
the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s. It is holy to the Lord… 
These are the commandments which the Lord commanded 
Moses for the children of Israel on Mount Sinai” (Leviticus 
27:30, 34). He also said regarding Holy Day offerings, 
“Three times a year all your males shall appear before the 
Lord your God in the place which He chooses: at the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the 
Feast of Tabernacles; and they shall not appear before the 
Lord empty-handed. Every man shall give as he is able, 

Audit 2011: By the Numbers
Continued from page 17
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according to the blessing of the Lord your God which He 
has given you” (Deuteronomy 16:16–17).

for oUr gooD

Here is why He commanded these things: “And now, Israel, 
what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord 
your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the 
Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all 
your soul, and to keep 
the commandments of 
the Lord and His statutes 
which I command you 
today for your good?” 
(Deuteronomy 10:12–
13).

So, the answer is, 
He does it for us. God 
is love—outgoing 
concern. Give—not get—is His way of life. He is constantly 
giving, upholding, blessing. We must have a giving, loving 
character also in order to have the family characteristics of 
our Father and Elder Brother. When we put on immortality, 

God changes what we are—physical to spiritual—not who we 
are. Inward change is very important.

The Apostle John told us, “God is love” (1 John 4:8). That 
means that our Father in heaven is a giver—giving is what He 
does—and He does it in many, many ways. In an important 
sense, our Father is teaching us—His children—the family 
business of the God Family—giving! God is transforming 
our wills so that we choose like He does—and we will choose 

to joyfully give as He does—for all eternity. Giving joyfully is 
an essential skill in the Family business of the God Family.

We learn giving in many ways—such as serving at 
Church or caring for the brethren. But an important way that 
we learn giving is through God’s Work. God has all the money 
that there is—all the gold, all the precious metals—even 
all the galaxies of space. God could thunder the gospel as a 
witness to the world with such volume that He would break 
everyone’s eardrums. But He does not do it that way. He uses 
frail, imperfect human instruments in offices He sets up in 
accordance with His perfect, divine plan.

Then He uses those whom He calls to provide a loving 
service—from the heart as David did—to support the Work 
He is doing. To be a part of what God is doing is to allow Jesus 
Christ to provide a service through us—and this is a great 
privilege—a privilege of service.

a great Privilege

That is how we should think about our giving. It is a 
service that we are privileged to do. And as Christ works 
through us, He works in us. Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong used 
to say, “You are growing spiritually to the extent that your 
heart is in the Work.” God gives us the privilege of being part 
of what He is doing. Someone who gives grudgingly simply 
does not understand God’s purpose, and defeats the purpose 
of giving to the Work. This is why God loves a cheerful 
giver—one who gives from the heart. That person chooses to 
be a giver. It is a cheerful giver’s will to be a giver.

Thank you, brethren and co-workers, for your faithfulness 
in giving. As we continue to support God’s Work, let us be 
thankful for the privilege of giving—and, like King David, do 
it from the heart. Giving joyfully is an essential skill in God’s 
family business!

USA $15,275,100
CAnAdA $2,554,254
AUStrAliA $910,371
United Kingdom $461,423
SoUth AfriCA $276,472
trinidAd $130,454
BelgiUm $123,474
BArBAdoS $104,725
JAmAiCA $91,005
PhiliPPineS $75,297
mexiCo $51,038
irelAnd $35,506
mAlAySiA $32,557
frAnCe $29,741
CoStA riCA $21,357
germAny $21,357
hollAnd $15,493
ArgentinA $7,948
SPAin $4,548

total $20,230,089

lCg 2011 worlDwiDe DoNatioNs

“in our opinion, the consolidAted finAnciAl stAtements referred to ABove present fAirly, 

in All mAteriAl respects, the consolidAted finAnciAl position of the livinG church of 

God (internAtionAl), inc. And AffiliAtes As of decemBer 31, 2011 And 2010, And the 

chAnGes in its consolidAted net Assets And its consolidAted cAsh flows for the yeArs 

then ended, in conformity with AccountinG principles GenerAlly Accepted in the united 

stAtes of AmericA.”
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In addition to powerful prophecies, 
profound psalms and proverbs, 
and the very laws of God, the Bible 

also records awesome historic events. 
We read about the story of creation, 
the fall of Lucifer, the great flood and 
Israel’s exodus from Egypt. We read of 
divine intervention, the rise and fall of 
kingdoms, great miracles, details about 
Christ’s life, death and resurrection, 
original Christianity, the Second 
Coming and the Kingdom of God.

When considering the vastness of 
what God has provided for our instruction, 
have we ever wondered why God inspired 
so much to be recorded about the national 
and individual lives of ancient Israel 
during the Exodus, through their desert 
wanderings, and specifically up to the 
time of Samuel? Why was God so careful 
to give us such insight into the Israelite 
mindset prior to the kingdom years?

A major reason is that there are very 
serious lessons God wants us to learn 
from ancient Israel’s example during 
those times. And, there was one attitude 
in particular that they grossly exhibited 
and never overcame. This problem would 
be cause for God altering their national 
destiny multiple times. Eventually, this 
problem would become a cause for ancient 
Israel losing their special relationship with 
God as their direct King!

Thankfully, we as Christians today 
have tools at our disposal to help us 
set aside this problem, learn from the 
Israelites’ mistakes, and go forward with 
a joy, peace and thankfulness far beyond 
what ancient Israel ever experienced.

a ProBleM with aNCieNt roots

If someone asked us to list a few 
of the negative characteristics ancient 
Israel displayed during the time of 
Moses, the fact that they continually 
murmured against God would surely 
rank toward the top. In ancient times, 
murmuring was a chronic problem 
among God’s people, and it remains a 
problem in God’s Church today. 

Sometimes, when brethren hear 
messages (or read articles) that warn 
against murmuring, they may take 
offense, thinking they are being told to 
“shut up, pray and pay” or to act as “yes 
men” to the ministry. It is important to 
understand that having a thoughtful 
opinion and expressing it respectfully 
does not constitute murmuring. Scriptural 
admonitions against murmuring do not 
require us to “follow blindly” or to have 
no opinion. The key is our attitude, and 
how we express ourselves.

Consider Moses’ encounter with 
God in the burning bush (Exodus 3:4). 
Moses understood Pharaoh’s power; 
he was understandably worried about 
confronting Pharaoh and bringing 
Israel out of Egypt. Moses’ enemies saw 
him as an oppressor at best, and as a 
murderer and a traitor at worst (Exodus 
2:11–14), and Moses recognized his 
own limitations in this regard, asking 
God: “Who am I that I should go 
to Pharaoh, and that I should bring 
the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 
(Exodus 3:11)?

Moses’ initial questions did not 
anger God, who reassured Moses of 
His presence and promised to give him 
powerful signs (Exodus 3:20; 4:2–8). 
However, instead of being thankful 
for God’s assurances, Moses disputed 
God’s words (Exodus 4:10). God then 
rebuked Moses (vv. 11–14)!

Compare this to the account of 
Moses’ father-in-law. Jethro advised 
Moses to select capable men to help 
him with his responsibilities of 
judging the people. Jethro’s good and 
respectful advice was not complaining 
or murmuring. Moses took Jethro’s 
advice, and he and the people benefited 
from it (Exodus 18:12–26).

So, we can see that asking a 
respectful question or offering a 
thoughtful opinion is not necessarily 
murmuring. Murmuring is a matter of 
motive, attitude and underlying lack of 
faith. God knows our motives and our 
attitudes. And God requires us to build 
faith to trust Him to lead us, provide for 
us, and to direct His Church (Romans 
10:17; Hebrews 11:6). God criticizes the 
Laodiceans for lack of faith (Revelation 
3:18). Faith is the “gold” that all of 
God’s people must “buy” (1 Peter 1:7).

We may put up a façade to 
fool others. We may justify our 
complaining… but God knows our 
hearts (Jeremiah 17:10; Romans 8:27).

No, a true Philadelphian Christian 
will not be a “yes man” or a “blind 
follower.” Absolutely not! There is a right 
way to give input. Instead of complaining, 
a Philadelphian Christian’s focus will 
be to zealously and lovingly work 
within God’s organized Church (John 
13:34–35) to support the Work (Mark 
16:15; Revelation 3:8). It is the chronic 
complainers, those who reject authority, 
and those who cannot work within 
God’s Church who are not displaying 
the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22). 
Similarly, those who create or preach 
hatred are showing neither Philadelphian 
characteristics nor conversion (Jude 19).

A contentious attitude is simply 
contrary to a converted, or a Philadelphian, 
spirit. Philadelphia means “brotherly 
love.” And, as we will illustrate later, a 
Philadelphian Christian will not condone 
divisiveness, but rather will show 
“brotherly love” toward his fellow man, 
and toward all of God’s people (1 Peter 
3:8; 1 John 3:14–16). Brotherly love is 

Joy, Peace and Thankfulness… or Murmuring?
By Wyatt Ciesielka

©
St

oc
kb

yt
e 



29

Living Church News July–August 2012

not reserved only for those we think are 
worthy of our love (James 5:19–20). 
And brotherly love does not condone 
murmuring.

Christ’s exaMPle

Jesus Christ confronted murmuring 
during His ministry on the earth. He 
strongly warned that this problem would 
persist, and that it should be overcome 
(Matthew 20:11; Luke 5:30; John 6:43). 
Later Peter, Paul, and the other Apostles 
continued to fight this same phenomenon 
(1 Corinthians 10:10; Philippians 2:14; 
Jude 1:16; 1 Peter 2:1).

Murmur in the Old Testament is 
usually translated from the Hebrew 
root luwn, which carries two general 
meanings; the first being “to lodge” or “to 
stay” in a place (as in to camp somewhere 
overnight, or to dwell somewhere), as 
in Genesis 32:13 where Jacob “lodged” 
(KJV, NKJV, RSV, RSV and others), 
“stayed” (NLT, ESV), “spent the night 
there” (NIV), or “remained” (Moffatt).

The other general meaning of luwn 
conveys obstinacy, a state of complaint, 
or grumbling. For example, we see luwn 
translated as murmur and murmured in 
Numbers 14:27–29 in the KJV, and as 
complain and complained where God 
asks, “How long shall I bear with this evil 
congregation who complain [murmur] 
against me? I have heard the complaints 
[murmurings] which the children of Israel 
make against me. Say to them, ‘As I live,’ 
says the Lord, ‘just as you have spoken 
in My hearing, so I will do to you: The 
carcasses of you who have complained 
[murmured] against Me shall fall in this 
wilderness, all of you who were numbered, 
according to your entire number, from 
twenty years old and above” (NKJV).

Another Hebrew word translated 
murmur in the KJV, but as complain in the 
NKJV, or as grumble in the NLT or NIV, 
etc. is ragan. The Hebrew word ragan 
(Deuteronomy 1:27; Psalm 106:25; Isaiah 
29:24) conveys a similar meaning to luwn 
but with the additional implication of 
“whispering in disapproval.”

Murmuring (or “complaining,” to use 
NKJV English) was so pervasive during 

ancient Israel’s time in the wilderness, 
that of the 19 KJV Old Testament uses 
of murmur, murmured or murmurings, 16 
occur in the Pentateuch (Genesis through 
Deuteronomy) while describing Israel’s 
attitude toward God, Moses or Aaron!

The 17th account of murmuring 
in the KJV occurs in Joshua 9:18. The 
18th occurs in Psalm 106:25, and 
simply recounts Israel’s murmuring 
against Moses as found in the first 16 
accounts. And the final, 19th account 
is a profound warning in Isaiah that we 
will discuss later. Indeed, ancient Israel 
had a big problem with murmuring!

In the New Testament, derivatives 
of the word murmur come from the 
Greek word goggyzō, and occur in the 
King James Version 14 times. The term is 
pejorative, as are its Hebrew counterparts. 
Very tellingly, one meaning of the phrase 
Laodicean is that “the people” (laos) 
will be critical, judgmental and will 
“take vengeance” (dikē). This attitude is 
manifest through criticism toward others 
in general, toward authority specifically, 
and especially as we approach the end 
of the age, through inclinations toward 
democratic church governance where 
“the people” (laos) “pass judgment” 
(dikē) through balloting (voting). As we 
will see, this is not a new problem. Both 
the attitude and the actions are a rejection 
of God’s authority and neither please Him.

DiffereNt kiNDs of MUrMUriNg

Let us now consider two distinct 
types of murmuring. How often are we 
guilty of either?

Recalcitrance is a general state of 
mind. We do not have to necessarily 
take action or verbally complain to 
be guilty of recalcitrance. Remember, 
murmuring is not just about verbally 
expressing an idea—it is equally about 
our mental attitude and our thoughts.

Notice that in Numbers 14:27 and 
Deuteronomy 1:27, no real “action” or 
forceful rebellion is taking place. We 
simply find a recalcitrant, ungrateful 
attitude. “And you complained in your 
tents, and said, ‘Because the Lord hates us, 
He has brought us out of the land of Egypt 

to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, 
to destroy us’” (Deuteronomy 1:27).

Do we occasionally, “in the privacy 
of our homes,” complain? What is our 
attitude about how God is working with 
us personally? What is our attitude 
about how long God is allowing 
certain trials to continue in our lives? 
What about our attitude toward our 
spiritual brothers and sisters in our 
local congregations? Are we thankful 
for God calling us into His Church, and 
for Christ being our personal Savior? 
Or, do we sometimes find excuses to be 
grumpy, thankless and recalcitrant?

It is appropriate to have a respectful 
difference of opinion, and to discern what 
is right or wrong (1 Corinthians 6:2–3).  
But, do we ever fall into a wrong attitude 
of criticism and complaint toward God’s 
Church, toward our spiritual brothers and 
sisters, or toward His ministry?  What is 
our attitude about the Tomorrow’s World 
telecasts, or the latest Living Church News 
and Tomorrow’s World articles?  What about 
Living University?  Or Feast site decisions, 
ministerial transfers and Living Youth 
Camp administration?  What about our 
spiritual brothers and sisters in our local 
congregations?  Perhaps we attempt to 
justify that we are only murmuring against 
human leadership or people.  However, 
we must remember that if we murmur 
against God’s Church, then we in effect 
murmur against Christ, Who is the Head 
of the Church (Ephesians 5:23), and if we 
murmur against our brothers and sisters 
whom God has called, then we murmur 
against those whom God has placed in 
the body as pleases Him (1 Corinthians 
12:18), and whom God considers His 
special treasures (1 Peter 2:9).  Although 
we are now more technologically advanced 
than the ancient Israelites who murmured 
in their tents, the fact remains—if we 
murmur, whether in person, over the 
phone, via e-mail, or on Facebook, we are 
still murmuring!

Sedition is another distinct form 
of murmuring.  It is disobedience 
with intent. This is what Lucifer was 
guilty of when he attacked God’s 
throne (Isaiah 14:12–15). If we ever 
undermine just and proper authority, 
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in action, in speech, or even if only in 
our own personal thoughts, then we are 
nourishing the seeds of sedition.

Korah’s rebellion is one of the most 
famous examples of sedition. In Numbers 
16, we see how Korah, Dathan, Abiram 
and On gathered leading men to oppose 
Moses and Aaron. Ultimately, as Numbers 
16 shows, Korah was able to assemble 
250 princes and leaders in rebellion. 
Notice, in verse 11, that Moses accurately 
chastened these rebels for murmuring 
(complaining) against God’s established 
human leadership—murmuring that was, 
in fact, rebelling “against the Lord.” Moses 
understood Korah’s rebellion for what it 
was. It was not “constructive input,” but 
rather was sedition against God.

Amazingly, this sedition was so 
infectious that, even after God destroyed 
the rebels and their entire households (vv. 
32–33), the congregation still murmured 
against Moses and Aaron (v. 41). This 
is truly an amazing lesson for us, which 
demonstrates the contagiousness of what 
is fundamentally an attitude of rebellion. 
Murmuring is indeed infectious!

Korah’s rebellion is a powerful 
example. But what about us today? 
We should always be willing to offer 
constructive criticism and thoughtful 
advice, in a respectful manner. But when 
we murmur against God’s work, His 
ministry, His leadership of the Church, 
or about our own lives as Christians, in 
reality we murmur against God.

Years ago, Dr. Roderick C. Meredith 
wrote a powerful article titled “Whose 
Opinion Counts?” in which he made 
some very important points about 
the perils of murmuring and how we 
should respect God’s appointed Church 
government.

“God’s true ministers will be yielded 
and submissive to God’s will. They will 
seek His will in diligent study and earnest 
prayer. They will confer with other true 
ministers and Bible scholars for, ‘in the 
multitude of counselors there is safety’ 
(Proverbs 11:14). In every way, they 
will seek God’s will and His guidance 
through the Holy Spirit. But when God’s 
true servants do make a decision based 
on His word, it is to be respected, for it 

is bound in heaven. You are not showing 
respect to the man and his “opinion,” but 
to the office in which God has placed 
His ministers, and by which christ ruLes 
his church. When the Israelites refused 
to hearken to God’s servant Samuel, God 
said, “they have not rejected thee, but 
have rejected Me, that I should not reign 
over them” (1 Samuel 8:7). If you take 
the decisions of God’s ministers lightly, 
you are disrespectinG God himseLf!” (Good 
News, October 1957).

The attitudes of recalcitrance 
and sedition are sin founded in 
faithlessness, ingratitude and vanity. 
They must be overcome with attitudes 
of joyfulness, peacefulness (Galatians 
5:22) and thankfulness (Colossians 4:2; 
Ephesians 5:20)

MUrMUriNg seParates  
Us froM goD

Let us have no doubt about the 
origins of a contentious attitude. When 
the Jews accused Jesus of being born 
of fornication (John 8:41), notice His 
response. Christ pointed out that if His 
accusers were of God, they would not 
attack or slander Him, but rather would 
love Him (v. 42). Jesus understood 
that His accusers were speaking from a 
Satanic perspective (v. 44).

How does the “father of lies” 
influence us to become contentious 
and rebellious? We know that Lucifer 
was originally perfect and beautiful 
(Ezekiel 28:12–15) until vanity took 
root. Instead of being grateful for what 
God gave him, Lucifer became vain, 
thankless and bitter. Lucifer became 
Satan and led one-third of the angelic 
host in war against God (Isaiah 14:13; 
Revelation 12:4)! We know that this 
futile insurrection leads to his being 
cast down in fire and humiliation 
(Ezekiel 28:15–18)!

In the May-June 2009 Living Church 
News, Mr. Dibar Apartian wrote about 
how this same process can turn us 
against God. “The moment you stop 
being grateful, you put yourself on Satan’s 
wavelength and become vulnerable to his 
attacks. Satan wants you to complain, 

because that is one sure way of making 
you turn away from God” (“The Most 
Common Sin: Are You Guilty?”).

Since Satan’s rebellion, he has 
continuously been a complainer and an 
accuser, and he often uses our vanity 
to create in us attitudes of ingratitude, 
resentment, complaint and discord. 
This separates us from God.

Years ago, God ruled ancient 
Israel as its King, and Samuel was His 
priest. However, Samuel’s sons “did 
not walk in his ways; they turned 
aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, 
and perverted justice” (1 Samuel 8:3). 
Clearly Samuel’s sons were evil and 
corrupt judges over Israel (v. 1). Clearly, 
something needed to be done! But, did 
the Israelites act properly?

Sadly, the Israelites did not humbly 
suggest a corrective action. In their 
vanity and ingratitude, they demanded a 
corrective action (1 Samuel 8:5). Instead 
of being thankful for their personal 
relationship with God through His 
loyal priest, instead of trusting in God’s 
governance, and instead of having faith 
that God would fix the problem, they 
trusted themselves. Claiming human 
wisdom, they displayed a lack of faith. 
Consequently, they murmured—which 
led to their rejecting God’s governance 
(1 Samuel 8:7)! Consequently, from 
Samuel’s time to our day, the Israelitish 
nations have lost God as their direct 
and personal King!

seveN keys to  
overCoMe MUrMUriNg

The first key to overcome 
murmuring is faithfully turning to God 
for help when we are discouraged. God 
does not promise Christians an “easy 
life,” but He does know our wants and 
our needs, and He promises to provide 
for us if we seek His Kingdom, strive 
to live righteously, diligently seek Him, 
and really believe that He is a rewarder 
of good things (Matthew 6:33–34; 
Hebrews 11:6).

Regardless of the reasons for our 
discouragement or our complaints, and 
whether we complain in person, over 
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the phone, or the Internet, we should 
remember, when we are tempted to 
murmur, that Christ is a compassionate 
and loving High Priest. We should ask 
God to help us replace ingratitude with 
thankfulness, vanity with humility, 
discouragement with joy, discontent with 
happiness, irritability 
with patience, and 
divisiveness with peace 
(Galatians 5:22).

The second key to 
overcome murmuring 
is that we must not 
attempt to justify 
our murmuring. 
Remember that 
God did not object 
to Moses’ initial 
questions. Jethro gave 
respectful advice, 
which God blessed. 
Our attitude is the key. 
We are not to become “yes men,” but 
neither are we to become critics seeking 
to exalt ourselves or to tear down others 
to whom God has given responsibilities. 
No matter how “good” our ideas may 
be, we are not to offer them in a wrong 
attitude.

Isaiah 29:24 contains the final, 19th 
instance of murmuring in the KJV Old 
Testament. This passage illustrates a 
profound point worth deep meditation. 
When we “err” in spirit, we do not have 
“understanding,” but when we cease 
murmuring, God can teach us. Do we 
want God to teach us? Why are we not 
teachable when we are contentious? 
Because murmuring is not a fruit of the 
Holy Spirit; it is a sign of not using—and 
eventually even of not having—God’s 
Holy Spirit (Jude 16–19)!

The third key to overcome murmuring 
is that we must trust Christ to lead His 
Church—and we must be active members 
in the Church! We do not please Christ or 
grow as we should outside of the Church of 
God! In chapter 9 of The Incredible Human 
Potential, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong wrote, 
“‘…Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it, that he might present it to 
himself a GLorious church’ (Eph. 5:25–27) 
in the resurrection… [But] what about the 

member who Goes out of the church, to 
have his own relationship with Christ—to 
Get his own salvation? He is outside the 
body of Christ!”

The fourth key to overcome 
murmuring is that, while we must never 
be hateful, and while we should practice 

love toward all, we must 
love Christ the most. 
Consequently, Scripture 
commands that we 
separate ourselves from 
people and situations 
where negativity and 
murmuring is prevalent. 
Not only is this biblical; 
it is spiritually healthy 
for all involved. Doing so 
protects us from sin, and 
decreases the virulence of 
the problem. If we have 
become comfortable 
with our murmuring, 

this principle can be very difficult to 
uphold, as it can mean cutting ourselves 
off from those who have fed our own 
wrong attitudes.

Do we continually associate with 
dissentious people, or with those who 
have left God’s Church in rebellion? 
Murmuring and discord will persist 
until the end of the age (Jude 16–19; 1 
Corinthians 11:19), and God’s Church has 
the responsibility to mark and separate 
from the congregation those whose 
divisiveness has become incorrigibly 
severe (Romans 16:17). While we should 
be kind and loving toward all, we should 
not be so proud as to think we are above 
being influenced by divisive enemies 
of God’s Church. If we deliberately and 
continually associate with such people, we 
will also become infected (Galatians 5:9).

Matthew 11:6 contains the fifth key 
to overcome murmuring. God blesses 
us if we are not offended by the Gospel, 
by the Church, or by doctrine. It is vital 
to remember that we please Christ when 
we do not murmur.

The sixth key to overcome 
murmuring is found in Psalm 119:165. 
If we truly love and meditate on God’s 
law, we will have great peace. If we 
love Scripture and internalize it in our 

very character, we will not be easily 
offended.

The seventh key to overcome 
murmuring is total surrender to God’s 
will. Dr. Meredith brings out this point 
in his May-June 2012 Tomorrow’s World 
magazine “Personal.” And we should all 
re-read his powerful article titled, “What 
Is Deep Conversion?” in the January-
February 2009 Living Church News. 
Describing how a true Christian will be 
humble, repentant and not self-willed, 
Dr. Meredith writes, “This basic attitude 
of total surrender to God, of being willing 
to admit it and to repent when one is 
wrong—this is the key attitude of which 
I am speaking. Although keeping God’s 
commandments and showing love to 
fellow man is the way of life that must 
be followed—this “key” attitude of self-
abnegation and a willingness to take 
correction is something which ‘separates 
the men from the boys,’ so to speak, when 
it comes to truly discerning the depth of a 
person’s conversion.”

Why did God give us such insight 
into ancient Israel’s problem with 
murmuring? He wants us to understand 
that to be truly close to Him means that 
we will not be easily offended and that we 
will not complain and murmur (Psalm 
119:165). Murmuring literally cost the 
Israelites their personal relationship 
with God as their King. When we fall 
into attitudes of ingratitude, complaint, 
murmuring and self-will, we likewise 
weaken and endanger our relationship 
with our Father and our King.

The fruit of living the Christian way is 
joy, peace (Galatians 5:22) and thankfulness 
(Colossians 4:2; Ephesians 5:20).  Through 
Christ in us, Christians will replace 
negativity with joy, complaining with 
peace and murmuring with thankfulness.  
And, with Christ living in us (Galatians 
2:20), we will triumph over the human 
inclination to sometimes murmur.  Let us 
learn to completely put aside “all malice, 
all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil 
speaking” (1 Peter 2:1), replacing these 
attitudes with faith, compassion, peace 
love and righteousness, “For the eyes of the 
Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are 
open to their prayers” (1 Peter 3:8–12).
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prophet Daniel faced such a time when his people had been 
in captivity for 70 years and began to wonder, “Is it ever going 
to end?”

Daniel’s response? “Then I set my face toward the Lord 
God to make request by prayer and supplications, with fasting, 
sackcloth, and ashes. And I prayed to the Lord my God, and 
made confession, and said, ‘O Lord, great and awesome God, 
who keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, 
and with those who keep His commandments, we have sinned 
and committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, 
even by departing from Your precepts and Your judgments’” 
(Daniel 9:3–5).

Notice Daniel’s heartfelt attitude, and what happened 
as a result of it: “Now while I was speaking, praying, and 
confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and 
presenting my supplication before the  Lord my God for 
the holy mountain of my God, yes, while I was speaking in 
prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at 
the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about 
the time of the evening offering. And he informed me, and 
talked with me, and said, ‘O Daniel, I have now come forth 

to give you skill to understand. At the beginning of your 
supplications the command went out, and I have come to 
tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the 
matter, and understand the vision’” (Daniel 9:20–23).

Here, as most of you know, God began to reveal to 
Daniel one of the most inspiring and encouraging prophecies 
anywhere in the Bible! He gave Daniel understanding of the 
actual number of years that would pass before the Messiah 
was to come to this earth. He let Daniel know that, afterward, 
Jerusalem would be destroyed, and he showed Daniel many 
other things as well. Also, most encouragingly, God told 
Daniel, “For you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the 
matter and understand the vision.”

What an inspiring and encouraging statement from 
Almighty God to Daniel!

We might not receive such hearty commendation every time 
we pray and fast. But Daniel was an unusual man—profoundly 
seeking God and walking with God even under difficult 
circumstances at the headquarters of the entire pagan empire of 
Babylon. He must have had hundreds of trials and tests there that 
we do not know about. Yet, God knew his heart, and He knew 
that Daniel needed powerful encouragement at that time. So, God 
indeed gave that encouragement and wonderful revelation about 
the coming of Jesus Christ to this earth to be our Savior.

the brethren. We can express interest 
and genuine concern for others. “How 
was your week? How are you doing?” 

Those of us who are shy need to 
break out of that.  It can be hard to 
overcome old habits, but when you see 
people coming through the door of the 
Sabbath meeting hall, think: “That is 
my brother. That is my sister.”  Christ 
in them is coming into the building, 
and that is where God is.  He is with 
us. There is no need to fear an outgoing 
expression of concern for a brother or 
sister in Christ (1 John 4:18).

eNDUraNCe aND BlessiNgs

Yes, we must be willing to endure 
present discomfort at times to lay a 
foundation for the future. I remember 
receiving a letter from a member of 
God’s Church several years ago.  It 
said, “Dear Mr. League, I would like 
to say it is a delight to serve God, for 
His promises of blessings are as sure as 

the rising and setting of the sun.  Just 
over a year ago, I was discouraged, 
no job, one eight-year-old suit 
of clothes, a one-room basement 
apartment, shared with my nephew 
and no automobile, a diet consisting 
mostly of soup and crackers, no one 
to turn to except to God.  As a result 
of my prayers, as well as those of the 
brethren, God turned things around 
in one year’s time.  I had a job, several 
suits, a nice apartment, a small car 
and good food.”

I think also of a Church member 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, who was asked 
to provide transportation for another 
family that lived 50 miles from services. 
Sadly, he could not fulfill the request, 
because he had a wife and two children 
and his car was far too small to hold 
eight people. But he really wanted 
to serve in this way, so he prayed to 
God for a larger car. One day, after 
Spokesman Club, he came to me and 
said, “Mr. League, come outside.  I 
want to show you something.”  He then 
proceeded to show me a large station 
wagon, and said, “This was a gift; it 

didn’t cost me anything. God gave 
me this so I could bring those people 
to Church!”  I said, “Don’t forget that 
God gave you this car—use it for His 
service.” God’s blessings may not 
always be as physical and as dramatic 
as this man experienced—but they will 
come to His obedient people without 
fail.

There are many ways we can 
serve—just a cup of cold water given 
to a Church member will not go 
unrewarded, a kind word, a sincere 
compliment, encouragement, an offer 
for transportation, taking someone to 
lunch for some interesting fellowship, 
cleaning someone’s house when they 
are sick—the list could go on. But it is 
of the utmost importance that we each 
become a living sacrifice—Christ in us, 
the hope of glory!

So, remember—if we sacrifice the 
present for the future, we can look 
forward to being born into the God 
family to live and rule forever, under 
Christ, as the very Sons of the supreme 
God of the universe.  What a glorious 
future lies ahead!

Sacrificing the Present for the Future
Continued from page 10

A “Key” to Spiritual POWER
Continued from page 2
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All of this came in response to Daniel’s heartfelt prayers 
and fasting!

Dear brethren, we are at a time when dozens and probably 
scores of our own brethren are facing extremely serious or 
even terminal illnesses! Some have already died. We are at a 
time when the most horrifying, world-shaking “tribulation” 
in human history is beginning to come upon us. As Jesus said, 
“For in those days there will be tribulation, such as has not 
been since the beginning of the creation which God created 
until this time, nor ever shall be. And unless the Lord had 
shortened those days, no flesh would be saved; but for the 
elect’s sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days” (Mark 
13:19–20).

We are also at a time when the most powerful Work of the 
true Church of God ought to begin to take place soon! For 
our peoples really need to be warned specifically about their 
national identity, about who we are as peoples, and about what 
is sure to happen within the lifetimes of many of us! So, it is 
absolutely vital—as the true Church of God—that we begin to 
cry out to God with all our hearts and “seek” the Eternal God 
in fervent prayer and fasting! And we should not wait to fast 
just once a year, on the Day of Atonement! As I have said so 
often, we certainly need to “go all out” in genuinely seeking 
God—even with tears in our eyes and with earnest prayer, 
meditation, and fasting. Our attitude during a fast is to be one 
of deep humility. The Bible tells us over and over how important 
it is that we realize our own “nothingness,” and cry out to God 
for the extra help we need. Jesus Christ stated, “And whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalted” (Matthew 23:12). Any of us who begin to think 
that we are very “important,” or that we are more “righteous” 
than others, is in deep spiritual trouble! Each of us must realize 
how very weak we are in times of stress and trouble, and how 
vitally important it is that we humble ourselves before God and 
get strength from Him and Him alone!

When you fast, you ought to be sure you are entering 
into your time of fasting with an attitude of deep humility 
and the awareness of how much you need to seek God. 
During your fast, as Mr. Herbert Armstrong explained in 
his Autobiography, it is good to devote yourself to extra 
hours of Bible study, of meditation and seeking God. Just 
“starving yourself” is not the kind of fast that will help you 
spiritually.

It is vital that you also prepare yourself physically for 
your fast. Learn to ease up on what you eat before your fast 
begins. Eat smaller portions. Have more bland food that will 
not upset you or give you water cravings during the fast, so 
use less salt and fewer spices. Get plenty of rest during your 
fast—taking naps or periods of rest if necessary. Do not do all 
of your normal work, but rather “cut back” on the number of 
hours you spend at work—even taking the entire day off, if 
that is convenient.

If you have any questions about your physical fitness 
before a fast, or if you have any unusual health problems or 

issues, it is a good idea to seek the advice of a competent 
health professional before you embark on a complete fast. 
In a complete spiritual fast, as we have seen in all the Bible 
examples, nothing should be taken in the way of food or 
water —only fresh air and sunshine! This is the definite and 
consistent example of a complete spiritual fast. Of course, there 
are “juice fasts” and other partial measures that are certainly 
helpful in cleansing your system and even in seeking God—
as long as they are not used as a substitute for the occasional 
complete spiritual fast. From time to time, you may wish to 
take only water—or perhaps fruit juices or warm chicken 
broth—and to use your time to seek God by drinking in of 
His mind through urgent, fervent Bible study and prayer and 
meditation. But God does not want us to neglect complete 
fasting as we are able!

If we—as a Church—begin to zealously seek God more 
than ever, in study, meditation, prayer and fasting, we will 
receive answers! God will begin to intervene powerfully 
and heal more of His people. He will empower us much 
more in His Work of reaching this confused world while 
there is still opportunity. He will intervene to stay the hand 
of Satan from hurting or destroying His Church and His 
Work.

We must never give up and quit! And we must always 
have the outflowing concern to want to reach out to our 
nations and to the whole world with the Truth of God—since 
we have both the opportunity and the responsibility. God has 
specifically called us to this very task! Our Father in heaven tells 
us in His inspired word, “Deliver those who are drawn toward 
death, and hold back those stumbling to the slaughter. If you 
say, ‘Surely we did not know this,’ does not He who weighs 
the hearts consider it? He who keeps your soul, does He not 
know it? And will He not render to each man according to his 
deeds?” (Proverbs 24:11–12).

So, let us all surrender our lives more fully to God 
and use the powerful tool of fasting—along with study, 
meditation and prayer. Fasting should not be a “once a 
year” event for true Christians. We need God’s help and 
His intervention to supernaturally “heal” our brethren and 
loved ones. We need Him to deliver us from Satan and his 
terrible, divisive tactics meant to ruin us and destroy His 
Work. We need God’s power to do this great Work, so that 
when the terrible events of the near future begin to happen 
in earnest, the people of our world will know that God has 
warned them ahead of time! This is our opportunity and 
our responsibility! 

  
      With Christian love,
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CHURCH NEWS
Births

Mr. Gordon Baker was ordained a 
deacon on the Feast of Trumpets, 
2011, by Area Pastor Ron Poole 
and elder Glen Harrison.  Mr. Baker 
serves in the Braselton, Georgia, 
congregation.

Mr. Martin Montgomery was 
ordained an elder on March 17, by 
Regional Pastor Bruce Tyler and 
elders Robert Tyler and Michael 
Gill.  Mr. Montgomery serves in 
the Adelaide, South Australia, 
congregation.

Mr. Wayne Tlumak was ordained 
an elder on the First Day of 
Unleavened Bread by Evangelist 
Douglas Winnail and Area Pastor 
Jonathan McNair.  Mr. Tlumak 
serves in the Manhattan, New York, 
congregation.

Mr. Louis Marchand was ordained 
a deacon on the First Day of 
Unleavened Bread by Evangelist 

Douglas Winnail and Area Pastor 
Jonathan McNair.  Mr. Marchand 
serves in the Auburn, Massachusetts, 
congregation.
 
Mr. and Mrs. Darrell (Daina) Jaku-
bowski were ordained as deacon and 
deaconess on the First Day of Unleavened 
Bread by Evangelist Douglas Winnail 
and Area Pastor Jonathan McNair.  The 
Jakubowskis serve in the Albany, New 
York, congregation.
 
Mr. and Mrs. Randy (Jan) Moran were 
ordained as deacon and deaconess on 
the First Day of Unleavened Bread by 
Evangelist Douglas Winnail and Area 
Pastor Jonathan McNair.  Mr. and 
Mrs. Moran serve in the Rochester, 
New York, congregation.

Mrs. Geneva Shelton was ordained 
a deaconess on March 31 by Area 
Pastor Martin Fannin.  Mrs. Shelton 
serves in the Crossville, Tennessee, 
congregation.

Mr. James Baisley was ordained an 
elder on the First Day of Unleavened 
Bread by Area Pastor Martin Fannin.  
Mr. Baisley serves in the Crossville, 
Tennessee, congregation.
 
Mrs. Tina Stephens was ordained 
a deaconess on the First Day of 
Unleavened Bread by Area Pastor 
John Strain and elders Terrence 
Kennell and Richard Thomas.  Mrs. 
Stephens serves in the Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida, congregation.
 
Mr. Lave Baz was ordained a deacon 
on the Last Day of Unleavened Bread 
by Area Pastor John Strain and elders 
Randall Kobernat and Ron Peterson.  
Mr. Baz serves in the Tampa, Florida, 
congregation.
 
Mr. Lawrence Johnson was ordained a 
deacon on the Last Day of Unleavened 
Bread by Area Pastor Ed Breaux.  Mr. 
Johnson serves the brethren in the 
Jackson, Mississippi,  area.

Ordinations

We want to hear more about the happy milestones in the lives of our brethren. If your family has had a birth, marriage 
or major anniversary, please ask your local pastor to send word to the Living Church News, PO Box 3810, Charlotte, 
NC 28227-8010 (or to send e-mail to lcn@lcg.org).

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Dickson (Lacie), of the Charlotte, North 
Carolina, congregation, are delighted to announce the birth 
of their second child and first son, Josiah Malachi Dickson, 
born March 24.  He weighed 9 pounds, 6 ounces.  

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph (Ashley) Meyer, of Lawrenceville, Georgia, 
are happy to announce the birth of Hayden Meyer’s baby brother, 
Logan Thomas Meyer.  Logan was born on March 8, weighing 8 
pounds, 6 ounces, and measuring 21 inches long.  Grandparents 

Roger and Laurel Meyer of Columbus, Ohio, and Thomas and 
Rebecca Brooks of Athens, Georgia, are thrilled about this 
addition to the family.

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua (Jennifer) Beattie, of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, are delighted to announce the birth of their first 
child, Benjamin Ryan Beattie, on April 10.  Benjamin weighed 
8 pounds, 10 ounces, and was 20 inches long. 
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Mr. Louis Edward Cooper, a longtime 
faithful member and elder in Nashville, 
Tennessee, died November 27, 2011, after 
a long debilitating illness. He is survived 
by his loving wife, Jackie, children, 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews. Most 
people outside the area knew him as 
“that pilot from Nashville.”  He loved to 
fly—and actually piloted Mr. Herbert W. 
Armstrong on one occasion to the various 
Feast sites in the United States. Mr. Cooper 
was baptized in 1964, and was ordained 
an elder in 2001. He had been a loyal and 
faithful member of the body of Christ for 
almost 50 years. He will be sorely missed!  
The memorial service on December 2 was 
conducted by Area Pastor James Sweat.

Mrs. Lena Mildred Clancy, 96, died 
peacefully on December 9, 2011.  Baptized 
in 1964, she was a long-time, very 
dedicated member of God’s Church who 
set a wonderful example of perseverance 
and kindness.  As a young girl in the early 
1920s, she went to school in New York 
City.  She led a very happy life on the 
Clancy family farm in eastern Ontario for 
over 60 years.  She first heard the World 
Tomorrow broadcast in the early 1950s.  A 
true matriarch, she is greatly missed by 
her children, Eldon, Carson, and Bonnie 
Goddard, many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, and the Kingston, 
Ontario, congregation.

Mr. Jimmy Faulkner died December 
26, 2011, at his home in Mt. Vernon, 
Arkansas, at the age of 77.  Mr. Faulkner 
was a long-time member of the Church 
of God, going back to June 1962, and a 
member of the Little Rock congregation.  
He served in the army in his youth and 
was a printer by profession, founding 
several printing companies in the Little 
Rock area.  Even in retirement, he 
continued to do some specialty printing 

for his friends.  Mr. Faulkner was a quiet, 
generous man who loved his family and 
his home in the country.  He is survived 
by his wife of 55 years, Joy Mills Faulkner, 
and a brother and a sister.  His funeral was 
conducted by Area Pastor David Stiffler 
in Alexander, Arkansas.

Mr. Richard Carl Myers of Little Rock, 
Arkansas, died on January 27 at the age 
of 87.  Mr. Myers is survived by his wife 
of 65 years, Nona, two daughters, two 
grandchildren, a brother and a sister.  He 
was predeceased by one sister and two 
brothers.  Mr. Myers served as a Marine in 
the South Pacific in World War II and was 
retired from the U.S. Post Office.  He was 
baptized in 1954.  Though in declining 
health in recent years, and unable to 
attend services regularly, he was fervent 
about God’s Truth and was faithful to the 
end.  His funeral was conducted by Area 
Pastor David Stiffler in Little Rock.

Mrs. Alta Lee Turner, of Jacksonville, 
Arkansas, died March 4 at the age of 87, 
of complications from a stroke suffered a 
few days before her death.  Mrs. Turner 
was baptized in 1965 and was a member 
of the Little Rock congregation.  She is 
survived by six of her seven children, 
whom she reared as a single parent.  She 
is also survived by her eight siblings, 22 
grandchildren, 42 great-grandchildren, 
and 5 great-great-grandchildren.  She 
was a lively person who enjoyed Church 
activities, especially dancing.  She greatly 
enjoyed studying her Bible and listening 
to sermons.  Her funeral was conducted 
by elder Davy Crockett in Concord, 
Arkansas, near her birthplace.

Mr. Thomas Gossett, an elder serving in 
the Knoxville, Tennessee, congregation, 
died March 7 at age 77.  He is survived 
by his wife Lisa (a deaconess), and 

by several children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. He will be 
greatly missed by his family, friends 
and brethren. The funeral service was 
conducted by Mr. Martin Fannin.

Mr. Larry Summers of the Indianapolis, 
Indiana, congregation died at his home 
on March 12 at the age of 69, following a 
period of declining health.  He was baptized 
in 1968.  Mr. Summers was a program 
systems analyst for a local insurance 
company.  He was preceded in death by a 
daughter, Lory, and is survived by his wife 
Pat, both members of the Living Church of 
God.  Elder George Dellinger conducted 
the memorial service on March 17.

Mr. Evo Walker died on March 13 at 
the VA Medical Center in Jackson, 
Mississippi.  He was 81 years old.  Mr. 
Walker was baptized in 1968 and was 
a long-time faithful member of the 
Church of God, serving as an elder in 
the Columbus, Jackson, and Laurel, 
Mississippi congregations after his 
ordination in 1999.  He was predeceased 
by his parents, two sisters, and three 
brothers.  Mr. Walker is survived by his 
wife, Denise Ammons Walker, a son, 
two step-daughters, a step-son, four 
grandchildren, and a sister.  Area Pastor 
Ed Breaux and elder Davy Crockett 
conducted his funeral on March 16.

Mr. Jackie Barnes, age 72, died on March 
24 at his home in Beaverton, Alabama.  
He was a long-time, dedicated member 
of the Church of God.  Mr. Barnes served 
in the U.S. Air Force and later worked as 
an appliance technician.  He is survived 
by his wife, Charlene, also a long-time 
member of the Church, two sons, a step-
son, step-daughter, and two brothers.  
Area Pastor Ed Breaux conducted the 
funeral service on March 27.   
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The above is adapted from one of the many commentaries, discussing vital topics facing our world, available at the 
www.lcg.org and www.tomorrowsworld.org Web sites.

A Friend in Need?

www.lcg.org

Who is a friend in need?  There are few things as satisfying 
in life as a good friendship.  Children crave friendships 
intensely, and we continue to cherish our friendships through 
life’s waning years. The “texting” shorthand “BFF”—“Best 
Friend Forever”—speaks to a heartfelt desire that is almost 
universally felt.  Who would not want a friend with whom 
we can share our days of happiness and joy, who will also be 
there for us when things are not going so well?

The Book of Proverbs offers many poignant thoughts 
on friendship.  Many are familiar with this famous verse: “A 
man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is 
a friend who sticks closer than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24). 
But how many realize that this is a mis-translation of the 
original Hebrew text?  A better translation reveals another 
key principle:  “He that maketh many friends doeth it to his 
own destruction; but there is a friend that sticketh closer than 
a brother” (ASV). Are our friendships “a mile wide and an 
inch deep”?  Do we have so many superficial “friends” that 
we lose sight of true friendship?  True friendship binds people 
together in good times and bad. “A friend loves at all times, 
and a brother is born for adversity.” (Proverbs 17:17)  And 
consider: “Ointment and perfume delight the heart, and the 
sweetness of a man’s friend gives delight by hearty counsel” 
(Proverbs 27:9).

Throughout these verses and others, we see a common 
theme: friendship is a precious possession, treasured most 
dearly in times of need.

No matter how they came to become our friends, the ones 
to whom we are closest are those who remember us in our times 
of need.  The Apostle James describes the biblical patriarch 
Abraham as a “friend of God” (James 2:23).  How did Abraham 
and God “cement” that friendship?  By God’s presence during 
Abraham’s times of need.  God was there when Abraham was 
a stranger far from home, when he was in danger of losing 
his wife, when he was moments away from sacrificing his son, 
when  he was racing to rescue his nephew from attackers, and 
when he needed direction in choosing a wife for his son. 

Abraham certainly had a special relationship with God. But 
we can have a similar relationship, if we are willing to call on 
Him to be with us in our times of adversity—and if we follow 
the loving counsel He gives us, through Scripture, as our friend.

God made Himself available to Abraham as a friend.  But, 
turn the table for a moment. Is there someone who needs your 
friendship, right now—someone who would really appreciate 
a phone call or a note, who needs your encouragement and 
support? Whose friendship can you “cement” with your love, 
concern and care? Maybe it is someone right next to you!

—Jonathan McNair


