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Dear Brethren and Friends,
Most of us “old timers” will know that over the last 

couple of decades, many thousands of people we thought of as 
“brethren” left the Church and left the Truth. I am not talking 
primarily about those who are in some of the “splits”—as 
they are sometimes called—from the Worldwide Church of 
God. I am talking about the thousands who literally “left it 
all.” Many simply became disillusioned and confused. Many 
grew bitter. And many others just drifted away without any 
deep concern, because they were, obviously, very weak in the 
first place.

As time goes on, experience tells me that many more 
supposed “brethren” will leave us—for quite a variety of 
reasons. Will you be among them?

By the time you read this, we will be most of the way 
through 2012—more than 40 years beyond the spring of 1972, 
a time when many in the Church—not including me!—once 
felt the Great Tribulation would begin, in preparation for 
Christ to return at the Feast of Trumpets in 1975! Many of us 
have been “waiting” far longer than we once expected. This 
long wait may even make it easy for many of us to become 
discouraged at times.  So, we need to remember Jesus’ inspired 
warning, “But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master 
is delaying his coming,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants, 
and to eat and drink with the drunkards, the master of that 
servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him 
and at an hour that he is not aware of, and will cut him in two 
and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 24:48–51).

Is Jesus, in fact, “delaying” His coming? Brethren, most of 
you realize that God counts time in terms of thousands of years 
(2 Peter 3:8–9). We sincerely try to figure out, and even make 

“educated guesses,” about biblical and human chronology—
to try to have some idea of when Christ will return. But we are 
often wrong (Mark 13:32–33). So, we need to remember that 
Jesus told us to watch the “signs” (1 Thessalonians 5:4–6)—
and never told us to set specific dates! Today, many may easily 
let down their guard and say: “My Master is delaying His 
coming” (Luke 12:45–46). They may slack off from zealously 
studying the Bible, from deeply meditating on God’s word and 
all the wonderful lessons that it contains—and they may even 
cut way back on fervent prayer and fasting. This makes it 
very easy for the “wicked one” to influence their minds and 
emotions heavily. Satan truly “walks about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8). We all need to 
deeply realize that—and to resist when wrong thoughts and 
attitudes enter our minds, knowing that Satan may be coming 
after us with them!

As the American and British-descended peoples go further 
and further into decline, and the “pride of [our] power” is 
truly broken (Leviticus 26:19), and our nations descend even 
further into the cesspool of immorality—even approving the 
idea of men “marrying” other men—it is time to wake up! For 
even the Apostle Paul warned the brethren of His day, “Now 
it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is 
nearer than when we first believed. The night is far spent, the 
day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armor of light” (Romans 13:11–12). 
As one who has been God’s full-time servant in His Work 
for more than 60 years, let me now explain to you six major 
reasons why so many have fallen away—and why many more 
may yet fall away from the Truth.

So, will you be among them? If you, personally, will 
genuinely and prayerfully study this very article and act on it, 
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you need not let any stumbling block take you out of God’s 
Church! As you think through the following issues that have 
destroyed the spiritual lives of so many, try to commit to 
yourself not to give in to any of these. Be sure that you “hang 
in there” where God’s Spirit is working, and where His Work 
is being done—so you can be in His Kingdom forever!

Never CoNverted?

Are you willing to consider the possibility that you may 
never have been fully or deeply converted? As you know, 
the Apostle Paul even warned the first century Christians 
in Corinth: “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in 
the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified” 
(2 Corinthians 13:5). So, God commands us to “examine” 
ourselves. We must be willing to recognize whether or not we 
have truly been “conquered” by God and are fit to be kings 
and priests under Jesus Christ when He returns in a very few 
years to establish the Kingdom of God here on the earth.

Think! Did you fully repent and spiritually bury yourself 
when you were baptized? The Apostle Paul was inspired to 
challenge the Christians at Rome: “Or do you not know that 
as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through 
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk 
in newness of life” (Romans 6:3–4).

Did you, personally, “forsake all” when you were 
baptized? Did you fully intend to give your life to God after 
“counting the cost”? (Luke 14:26–33).

Brethren, in all love, I want to warn you that many 
thousands of brethren in our former association imagined that 
they had done all this—yet they fell away very easily. I could 
tell you story after story about leading ministers who were 
still filled with “self,” who would quickly let their “feelings 
get hurt” and who were easily led into rebellion against God’s 
Apostle, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, over relatively minor 
matters. These men simply had not been truly “conquered” 
by God. They did not have the deep, profound fear of God, 
which is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge (Proverbs 
1:7; 9:10). That great awe of our Creator—and the correct 

“fear” of falling away from the God who gives us life and 
breath—is a powerful tool for keeping us on the right path. 
Please think about this point, as it affects your attitudes and 
your very life!

Lethargy and Spiritual Laziness?

Another problem that often takes brethren out of the 
Church is simple lethargy. Many people never really go “all 
out” to seek the Kingdom of God. They do not seem to grasp 
that all eternity is at stake once God calls them. Jesus described 
these individuals in a number of His parables. The “Parable 
of the Sower” presents an overview of various types of people 
who were either never converted, or whose conversion was 
fairly “shallow” and who could easily fall away. Consider the 
example of the man who received the seed among “thorns.” 
Here is what Jesus said: “Now he who received seed among 
the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this 
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he 
becomes unfruitful” (Matthew 13:22).

It is so easy to be caught up in the “cares of this 
world.” Consider how the “deceitfulness of riches” affects 
businessmen and women who let themselves become focused 
constantly on just how well off they are. How easy it is to 
become involved too much in the concerns of career, of “being 
important” and making more and more money to “get ahead.”  
And many homemakers become so involved in taking care of 
their households, wanting everything to be “perfect,” or are 
caught up in “loving” their children or family even more than 
they love God Himself, that it is easy for them to fall away 
after failing to put God first. Are any of you involved in these 
attitudes?

One vital instruction from our Creator should especially 
help us “wake up,” lest we slack off and let down our guard. 
Almighty God gave a powerful warning to our ancestors 
when they had become settled in the land of Israel and had 
begun to “take it easy.” God said, “When you beget children 
and grandchildren and have grown old in the land, and act 
corruptly and make a carved image in the form of anything, 
and do evil in the sight of the Lord your God to provoke Him to 

Continued on page 19
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Let Your Light ShiNe! By Roderick C. Meredith

We are living in a very vicious 
world! When we think 
about the many atrocities 

going on around the world, it is obvious 
that Christ needs to come soon! With all 
our hearts, we need to proclaim to the 
world the message of Christ’s coming 
government and His way of life.

But we, ourselves, must practice 
the way of God, so we can set the 
example. We need to “practice what 
we preach!” And we must have all our 
priorities straight. We must not think 
that just “doing the Work” is enough. 
We must not think that whoever is the 
“most strict” is necessarily the best.

What is the real “heart” of Jesus 
Christ’s actual teaching? To find out, 
look at the Sermon on the Mount. 
In Matthew 5, we find Jesus Christ 
expounding key attitudes of a true 
Christian. Jesus explains that those 
who are “poor in spirit”—who realize 
how weak they are and how great God 
is by comparison—are the ones whom 
God will honor. Jesus then describes 
how blessed are the “meek.” The 
word “meek” means not just humble, 
but teachable. All of us who truly 
want to be in God’s Kingdom must 
allow ourselves to be taught by God’s 
Word and by God’s faithful ministers. 
We must truly let God, over time, 
place within us the “mind of Christ.” 
“Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness” (v. 6). If we 
truly cry out to be like God, and want 
to be filled with His ways and not our 
own, we will be blessed and be in God’s 
Kingdom forever. Jesus said: “Blessed 
are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy” (v. 7). Here we find that it is not 
those who are just “strict” or “tough 
on sinners,” but the merciful who will 
obtain God’s mercy.

Brethren, all the way through the 
Sermon on the Mount we find Jesus 

teaching the attitudes of profound 
humility, kindness and mercy—and the 
approach of even forgiving and loving 
your enemies (v. 44)!

StriCtNeSS or righteouSNeSS?

As many of you older brethren 
know, the attitude in our past Church 
association too often seemed to be 
that those who were the most strict 
were the most “righteous.” Some 
ministers and elders seemed to take 
delight in “catching” sinners, and 
perhaps even “picking” on them, over 
relatively minor issues. This was the 
exact opposite of what Jesus Christ’s 
teachings instruct us to do!

In Matthew 6, Jesus talks about 
doing our “charitable deeds” in a 
private manner to please God—not 
man! (Matthew 6:1). We are told to 
pray in privacy. We are told to fast 
before God in a private way, which we 
will do if we truly believe that God is 
real, and that He will reward each of 
us—in His way and time—if we truly 
seek Him with all of our hearts. In 
Matthew 7:1–3, Jesus tells us: “Judge 
not, that you be not judged. For with 
what judgment you judge, you will be 
judged; and with the measure you use, 
it will be measured back to you. And 
why do you look at the speck in your 
brother’s eye, but do not consider the 
plank in your own eye?”

In the following verses, Jesus 
explains that we had better be very 
careful about becoming too strict over 
little tiny “specks” or minor issues in 
others, while at the same time perhaps 
having huge “planks” of sin, self-
righteousness or self-will in our own 
eyes! We in the Living Church of God 
must be very careful not to be judging 
each other—and especially new 
brethren coming from the world—over 

immodest skirt lengths, hair styles, 
make-up or such items that are truly 
very minor compared to the attitudes of 
arrogance and self-will often expressed 
by those who unrighteously judge 
people with these supposed problems. 
These problems—if they are indeed 
problems—should be left up to the 
ministry to handle! Even then, we 
in the ministry must be extremely 
careful to be kind and nurturing, 
emphasizing love and mercy rather than 
“judgmentalism”!

The Apostle James made this very 
clear when he wrote: “So speak and so 
do as those who will be judged by the 
law of liberty. For judgment is without 
mercy to the one who has shown no 
mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment” 
(James 2:12–13). So the one who shows 
no mercy may find himself receiving 
no mercy when his time of judgment 
comes! We all need to learn from this!

Above and beyond the personal 
kindness and mercy we need to show 
one another, we also need to be busy 
helping and serving one another—and 
the outside world—when it is clearly 
our responsibility to do so. Remember 
Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 25:31–46. 
Jesus talks about feeding the hungry, 
taking in the stranger, clothing those 
who are in need and genuinely serving 
other human beings in any and every 
situation of need! He tells us that 
“inasmuch as you did it to one of the 
least of these My brethren, you did it to 
Me” (v. 40).

the right KiNd of CharitY

Most of you realize that neither 
Jesus Christ, nor the Apostles Peter, 
James, John or Paul are ever recorded 
as gathering together a bounty of 
money or foodstuffs to send to starving 
non-Christians around the world. For 
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example, Africa was reasonably close 
to the nation of Israel at that time, and 
there were dire needs in some African 
nations just as there are today. Rather, 
the actual examples of helping others 
are always in the context of a neighbor 
who is nearby, where it becomes a 
personal responsibility. Jesus and the 
Apostles did not go all over the world 
seeking out those who were sick—
although it is not wrong to do that. 
Most of us realize that the absolute 
greatest need, by far, is to proclaim—
to all who may hear—the message of 
the right way of life, so people will not 
be sick, uneducated, without purpose 
or poverty-stricken in the first place! 
We know that our greatest service is 
preaching to the world the “answer”—
the Kingdom of God and His ways—
rather than catering to the temporary 
material needs of deceived people.

Nevertheless, it is good for us—as 
well as a great help to our immediate 
neighbors—if we follow, as we must, the 
teachings of Jesus’ “Good Samaritan” 
parable. Remember that the religious 
leaders “passed by” on the other side of 
the road when they found a man in dire 
need. But an unknown Samaritan saw 
this man, and “he had compassion” 
(Luke 10:33). He took care of this 
man in every way, and even gave an 
innkeeper money to continue to take 
care of the man in need, until he could 
come again. He was a true friend—a 
true “neighbor”—to this man who had 
fallen among thieves. He had shown 
mercy. And Jesus said: “Go and do 
likewise” (Luke 10:37).

So when there is a genuine 
emergency or special need in your 
neighborhood, or with someone you pass 
by personally, then—as you are able—
you are responsible to have mercy on 
those in need! We definitely should 
pitch in and try to help a person in our 
neighborhood who is sick, and in need 
of food or care. We should help rebuild 
the home of someone whose house has 
burned down. We should pitch in—as 
best we are able—to help out if there 
is a severe flood in a nearby city or a 
ravaging wildfire, earthquake or other 

natural catastrophe. We will probably 
have many opportunities to help out in 
such situations in the traumatic years 
just ahead!

Even though we are small in 
number, we in the Living Church of 
God should try to “pitch in” and do 
all we can to develop the attitude and 
the habit of giving, helping, serving 
and showing mercy to those around us! 
This is good for us, as well as for the 
individuals in need.

the BodY through  
WhiCh ChriSt WorKS

In 1 Corinthians 12:12–14, we 
read: “For as the body is one and has 
many members, but all the members 

of that one body, being many, are one 
body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit 
we were all baptized into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves 
or free—and have all been made to 
drink into one Spirit. For in fact the 
body is not one member but many.”

In the above passage, we see that 
the entire Church is the “body”—the 
physical instrument—through which 
Jesus Christ works today. We are all 
involved! We each need to do our part in 
serving one another, serving the world 
and doing the Work of proclaiming 
Christ’s message all over the earth. 
As we grow in numbers, it may be 
helpful in many of our congregations 
to begin to have committees or “teams” 
of appointed individuals to visit and 
encourage the sick on a regular basis 

and call those who miss services 
occasionally to find out if they need help. 
We may want to have different teams 
of individuals to visit newer brethren, 
to have them over to our homes and 
to make everyone feel genuinely part of 
the “family” of the Church of God. This 
deep understanding and feeling that we 
are all “family” is very important for 
each of us to think about, pray about 
and cultivate in the way we interact 
with one another. In all of this, it is vital 
that we have genuine love and outgoing 
concern for others.

The profound teaching of Christian 
love we find in the writings of the 
Apostle John, and also in 1 Corinthians 
13—the “love chapter”—should help 
all of us as we deeply study and meditate 
on these passages.

God speaks to each of us in 1 John 
4:7–8: “Beloved, let us love one another, 
for love is of God; and everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. 
He who does not love does not know 
God, for God is love.” Here our Creator 
powerfully tells us that we must learn 
to love one another if we are to be like 
God! This total giving of ourselves—
this total outflowing concern—is more 
important than any other single quality!

The Apostle John was also inspired 
to tell us: “Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another. No 
one has seen God at any time. If we love 
one another, God abides in us, and His 
love has been perfected in us” (1 John 
4:11–12). So we ought to truly love one 
another and lay down our lives for one 
another—as Jesus did for us!

Of course, if we are to be honest 
about it, this is not easy! All of us tend 
to want to take care of the “self” much 
more than to take care of others. But 
we find throughout the New Testament 
that if we learn to give of ourselves, we 
receive much, much more in return 
from our Creator.

John wrote: “If someone says, ‘I love 
God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; 
for he who does not love his brother 
whom he has seen, how can he love God 

even though we are smaLL in 
number, we in the Living ChurCh 
of god shouLd try to “pitCh in” 

and do aLL we Can to deveLop the 
attitude and the habit of giving, 

heLping, serving and showing 
merCy to those around us! this 

is good for us, as weLL as for 
the individuaLs in need.
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Ticks, mosquitos, biting flies and other parasitic 
insects suck blood from their victims. These parasites 
are nearly universally despised because of their 

troublesome nature: they take from others, and in return give 
nothing but discomfort, pain and sickness.

Although bees sting, and we may fear them as a result, we do 
not despise them in that same way. We know they are only acting 
out of defense when they sting, and they give us sweet honey. 
Admittedly, if they could think as we 
do, they might have a different view of 
our using the word “give”—they might 
prefer our term robbing to describe 
our gathering honey from their hives. 
Nevertheless, a good beekeeper cares 
for his industrious little workers, and 
leaves plenty of honey behind so they 
can survive and thrive.

The truth is that we, very 
understandably, like givers and despise 
takers—whether they have eight, 
six or two legs. Yes, everyone loves a 
giver, but not a taker. We are repelled 
by selfish and greedy people, who play 
the angles to get “something for nothing” and are never shy about 
taking advantage of others when the opportunity arises. We are 
appalled by continual news of scam artists who take heartlessly 
from the elderly, the naïve and the gullible.

One of the most wonderful truths we can know is that 
God is not a taker. He is a giver! He gives food and water 
to sustain us, materials we use to build shelters to keep us 
dry or to make clothing to keep us warm (and handsome or 
pretty). Foods come in varying colors, textures and tastes—
and, unlike money, they sometimes do grow on trees. They 
also pop out of the ground, fly through the air, and can be 
captured from rivers, lakes and seas.

As physical beings, we need these gifts from God to 
survive. For all His generosity, God requires that we pay 
just 10 percent “rent” on the increase He gives us—but even 
that requirement is a kind of “gift” that He gives, to teach 
us valuable lessons of giving and generosity and concern for 
others. As a loving Parent, God wants us always to remember 
the source of the good gifts we receive. He wants us to develop 
the virtue of gratitude, to overcome selfishness and to learn 
how to budget our money and other resources wisely.

the greateSt gift of aLL

God has given us so many resources that allow us to 
live comfortably. Yet there is an infinitely greater gift He has 

offered us—the gift of His very Son as a sacrifice for our sins. 
John 3:16 tells us: “For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” We should thank God 
that He is a giver and not a taker, because without this gift of 
inestimable value we would all perish!

When our first parents Adam and Eve decided to take 
of the forbidden fruit—symbolizing their choice to decide 

for themselves right from wrong—
they earned the death penalty: “And 
the Lord God commanded the man, 
saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden 
you may freely eat; but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall surely die’” 
(Genesis 2:16–17). Ever since, we—
the entire human race individually 
and collectively—have been rejecting 
God’s law in favor of our own ignorant 
and arrogant assessments of right and 
wrong: “for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God” (Romans 

3:23). Remember how the Bible defines sin: “Whoever 
commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness” 
(1 John 3:4).

The wage we earn when we transgress God’s law is death. 
But eternal life has been made possible because of God’s free 
gift to us, given when Jesus gave His life in our stead (John 
3:16; Romans 6:23). God purchased us back from death by 
sacrificing something far more valuable than silver or gold—
the precious blood of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:18–19)! And 
this was not a rash decision; it was all determined from the 
foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8). There is no more 
important message in John 3:16 than this. No greater act of 
love is known to mankind!

tWo MiSCoNCeptioNS

The “golden verse,” John 3:16, holds great hope for all 
human beings everywhere. But the full depth of its meaning 
is often obscured by a general lack of biblical understanding. 
There are two common misconceptions about this aspect of 
John 3:16: God’s gifts to us—including His gift of eternal 
life—and the response He wants to see from us in return. 

We often hear professing Christians talk with great 
feeling about the role Jesus plays in our salvation. Of course, 
we should have deep feelings of gratitude and indebtedness 
for His sacrifice—these feelings are very commendable.  But 

the way of give
By Gerald Weston
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what about the role of the Father? How often is He overlooked 
in considering this—left out of the picture? Yet, in John 3:16, 
the role of the One who gave His Son, is primary: “For God 
[the Father] so loved the world that He [the Father] gave 
His [again, the Father] only begotten Son [Jesus Christ], that 
whoever believes in Him [Christ] should not perish but have 
everlasting life.”

When some great hurt or harm comes to a child, how 
many parents have sincerely said that they would gladly 
exchange places? One has to be a parent to fully appreciate 
the pain parents experience when their children are suffering. 
It is awful enough to lose a child in an accident, but it is hard 
to find a more painful situation for a parent than having to 
watch a child die a slow and agonizing death, as in the case 
of some deteriorating disease. With this in mind, how many 
do not fully appreciate the Father’s role in that great drama of 
nearly 2,000 years ago? How many totally neglect the Father 
and only consider His Son? Yet, in this verse, and throughout 
the gospel of John, the Father’s role is primary and Jesus 
continually points us to Him.

Jesus tells us we are to worship the Father in spirit and 
truth (John 4:23), that He came not by His own authority, but 
by His Father’s (John 5:43; 12:49–50), that He came to do the 
Father’s will (John 8:28–29, 18:11), that no one can come to 
Him unless the Father draws him (John 6:44–45, 65), that He 
could only do what the Father willed Him to do (John 5:19), 
that the Father was greater than He was (John 14:28) and that 
He came to declare the Father (John 1:18).

Time and again, we find that Jesus points us to His 
Father. In what is often called the Lord’s Prayer—an outline 
Christ gave His disciples when they asked Him how to pray—
Jesus told them to direct their prayers to the Father (Luke 
11:2). He also gave us the right to use His [Jesus’] name—His 
authority—when going to the Father (John 14:13–14; 15:16).

Another misconception is more subtle. God the Father 
and Jesus Christ have done so much on our behalf that we 
absolutely must be thankful for all they have done for us, 
continue to do—and will in the future do. Indeed, it is true 
that most of mankind is not nearly thankful enough. And 
many professing Christians today put all or nearly all of their 
emphasis on what God has done for us. Sadly, this common 
approach can create a selfish attitude in us: God gives, we 
take. It may be true that “you can’t out-give God,” but this 
does not mean we should not respond to God’s gift by our 
own acts of giving in return.

We can plainly see, all around us, what happens when 
parents give and give to their children without also teaching 
them to develop a giving attitude. They often pay a heavy 
price by bringing up spoiled, self-centered children. Is that 
what God wants of us? Of course not! Obviously, our generous 
Creator wants us to develop the same giving, caring attitude 
that He has for us. Yes, what God has done for us is wonderful 
beyond our ability to express. But is that all Christianity is 
about? A shallow, self-centered understanding of Christianity, 

focused entirely on what God has done for us, can—without 
our even realizing it—turn into a very selfish kind of religion 
based on taking rather than giving.

Imagine a son who tells everyone he meets what a 
wonderful father he has—a father who bought him a car and 
fills the tank with gas every week, who buys pizza for him 
and his friends to enjoy every Saturday night, who lets him 
disobey his instructions whenever he pleases and pays for 
it all out of his own wages, while letting his son sit around 
doing absolutely nothing to help the family? Would anyone 
really think this was a wonderful father? And would such a 
father really be pleased by a son who did not care at all about 
helping his father, but wanted only to take more and more?  
No!

In the real world, we understand that even the most 
generous father, if he does not teach his children to obey, will 
not produce thankful children. Takers tend not to appreciate 
the efforts of givers. Yes, it is vital that we be thankful to God 
and praise Him, but if we are not developing in ourselves His 
attitude of giving, and we are not obeying His guidance, we 
are not fulfilling His desires for us. “But why do you call Me 
‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46; 
see also Matthew 7:21–23).

Jesus spoke this famous parable: “A certain man had a fig 
tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it 
and found none. Then he said to the keeper of his vineyard, 
‘Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree 
and find none. Cut it down; why does it use up the ground?’ 
But he answered and said to him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, 
until I dig around it and fertilize it. And if it bears fruit, well. 
But if not, after that you can cut it down’” (Luke 13:6–9).

Taken together with the Parable of the Talents, it is 
evident that if we do not bring forth “fruit” in our lives, we 
too will be cut down and thrown away:

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling 
to a far country, who called his own servants and 
delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave 
five talents, to another two, and to another one, to 
each according to his own ability; and immediately 
he went on a journey… Then he who had received 
the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to 
be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, 
and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ But his 
lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy 
servant… you ought to have deposited my money 
with the bankers, and at my coming I would have 
received back my own with interest. Therefore take 
the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten 
talents… And cast the unprofitable servant into the 
outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth’” (Matthew 25:14–15; 24–30).
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The Parable of the Minas also bears witness to this truth 
(Luke 19:11–24). We must do something with the gifts God 
has given us (see vv. 20–24). To be thankful for what Jesus 
has done for us is right and good, but to take God’s gift and 
do nothing with it is a selfish act—and will end in disaster. 
Bearing the fruits of God’s Spirit (Galatians 5:22–23) is a 
requirement if we want to be Jesus’ disciples: “By this My 
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be 
My disciples” (John 15:8).

Sheep aNd goatS

Jesus explained that, when He returns, He will divide the 
sheep from the goats. Sheep are described as givers, those 
who have outgoing concern for others, who will inherit the 
Kingdom of God:

“When the Son of Man 
comes in His glory… He will 
set the sheep on His right 
hand, but the goats on the 
left. Then the King will say 
to those on His right hand, 
‘Come, you blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you… for I 
was hungry and you gave 
Me food; I was thirsty and 
you gave Me drink; I was a 
stranger and you took Me in; 
I was naked and you clothed 
Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison 
and you came to Me’” (Matthew 25:31–36).

People who truly and sincerely care for the well-being of 
others do not serve to be seen (Matthew 6:1–4). Since their 
charitable acts are done out of genuine concern for others, it 
is not surprising that they do not keep score or think highly of 
themselves for their service. Christ lives in such individuals 
(Galatians 2:20) and Christ’s way of life becomes theirs.

“Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 
‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or 
thirsty and give You drink? When did we see You a 
stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 
Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come 
to You?’ And the King will answer and say to them, 
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to 
one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to 
Me’” (Matthew 25:37–40).

On the other hand, this parable describes goats as 
takers—people who care little or nothing for the well-being 
of those around them. Such people do not put themselves out 

to serve others, and their ultimate reward is to be thrown into 
fire and be burned up (Matthew 3:12; Malachi 4:3).

“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 
‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was 
hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and 
you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did 
not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, 
sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ Then 
they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did 
we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked 
or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 
Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say 
to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ And these 

will go away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life” (Matthew 
25:41–46).

This parable shows the two 
broad ways of life. The first is the 
way of give—a life of outgoing 
concern for the people around us. 
The second is the way of get—of 
taking for ourselves without regard 
for other people. In John 3:16, God 
declares His way of give as the way 
He wants us to learn. And we will 
only receive His gift of eternal life if 

we, following His example, learn that way of life and practice 
it ourselves, as best as we can.

God’s attitude and example of outgoing concern is seen 
throughout Scripture. After the Word—the one who became 
Jesus Christ—had given the Ten Commandments, He cried 
out: “Oh, that they had such a heart in them that they would 
fear Me and always keep all My commandments, that it 
might be well with them and with their children forever!” 
(Deuteronomy 5:29).

When Jesus walked this earth, in spite of the frustrations 
dealing with the self-righteous and contentious Pharisees, 
Sadducees and other Jews of His day, He mourned over 
the destruction He knew was coming upon Jerusalem: “O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem… How often I wanted to gather your 
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, but you were not willing!” (Matthew 23:37).

We are even told in Ezekiel 18:32 and 33:11 that God 
has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. When we really 
understand it, the love of God the Father and Jesus Christ 
is unquestionable. And it is this same attitude of giving, 
outgoing concern that God is developing in His children. 
This is the way of peace and harmony that will be in the 
Kingdom of God for all eternity!
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We begin with a story.
It is late in the 

afternoon, and business 
has been brisk all day at “Satan’s 
Little Shop of Deceptions.” But there 
is a lull now. It is late in the day, 
and Satan stands in the door of his 
popular establishment—leaning up 
against the doorpost. His is the most 
successful business in town, and he 
never seems to grow tired of selling 
his wares. The inventory is unique. 
It consists exclusively of tailor-made 
deceptions—which are extremely 
useful to the customers. You see, 
these deceptions allow the customers 
to do whatever they want… while still 
believing they are doing the right thing. 
There is a big market for that!

Today, he has had the usual mix 
of customers. Politicians, mainstream 
clergymen, professors and even other 
businessmen regularly stop by. All are in 
the market for a deception that will let 
them do something they wanted to do, 
but just could not justify—that is, until 
they bought one of Satan’s products. 
Satan’s power is mainly the power to 
deceive and tempt—along with such 
other powers that God may allow from 
time to time. And when it comes to 
marketing deception and temptation, 
the old “Adversary” is Chairman of the 
Board of a booming business.

Satan especially enjoys it when the 
mainstream clergy comes in—they are 
high volume customers. And he likes 
it when a politician shows up—they 
are so easy to sell. But, as he looks 
down the street and the busy sidewalk, 
one person in particular catches his 
eye. Here comes his favorite type of 
customer. Satan would rather sell this 
customer a deception more than all the 
day’s other buyers put together. This 
customer is a member of God’s Church!

Satan sizes him up as he 
approaches. It is a middle-aged man, 
and he seems distressed and frustrated. 
Satan instinctively knows that the man 
is “in the market.”

As the man passes by, Satan 
hails him: “Hello, friend! You seem 
disturbed—what’s the matter?”

Initially, the man feels reluctant 
to talk, but something about the neat 
little shop intrigues him. After pausing 
to consider this strange encounter, he 
goes ahead and answers. “Well, I’m very 
unappreciated in my church” he says.

Satan tries flattery first—it is always 
a good start. “But why? You impress me 
as a very righteous man.”

Warming to his subject, the man 
continues, “You see, I have always been 
a very spiritual person, and that gives 
me special insight into Scripture. But 
the leadership of the Church isn’t very 
interested in my ideas. I think they’re 
envious of my favor with God.”

Satan sees a customer here, and he 
immediately validates both the man’s 
issue and his pride. “I can see that you 
are way ahead of those higher-ups. I 
think that if you were in charge, things 
would be different! Then the Church 
would be able to grow spiritually using 
this special knowledge you have.”

The man looks thoughtful for a 
moment, then replies, “You know… I 
have suspected for quite some time that 
I could do the Work better than they 
do.”

Satan perks up. “Ooh boy, are you 
in the market! Come on in! Here in my 
shop I have a great little deception for 
you. It will allow you to run your own 
church group, and not feel guilty about 
pulling people out of God’s true Church. 
Here’s how it works, and you’re going 
to love it—it’s called… a new ‘Sacred 
Calendar’—well, almost sacred.”

The man is perplexed, “A new 
calendar? How does that work?”

Satan continues his sales pitch 
with enthusiasm. “The deception 
is that there is a hidden calendar in 
the Bible, and guess what… you’ve 
discovered it! Naturally, it’s different 
from the one God’s Church has used 
for the last two millennia. And the 
beauty of this little deception is that 
once you’ve convinced people that 
this deception is the correct calendar, 
and the ancient one is wrong, they 
must be in your new splinter group 
in order to use it. But wait! There’s 
more! As a special add-on feature to 
this deception, you even get to plant 

barley!”
The man replies, “Wow, Satan—

that works for me! I’ll take it!” Satan 
hands him the deception, and coos, 
“Here, take two… give one to a friend!”

the firSt MoNth ideNtified

We can learn several lessons from 
the story above. The first month of the 
year, Nisan (sometimes called Abib), 
was identified to Moses and Aaron by 
God. “Now the Lord spoke to Moses 
and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 
‘This month shall be your beginning of 
months; it shall be the first month of 
the year to you’” (Exodus 12:1–2).

The job of setting the calendar 
was given to the Levites—nobody 
else. “These are the feasts of the Lord, 
holy convocations which you shall 
proclaim at their appointed times. On 
the fourteenth day of the first month 
at twilight is the Lord’s Passover” 
(Leviticus 23:4–5).

Moses and Aaron were Levites. It 
was their job, as such, to proclaim the 
Feasts. And when the new moon of 
Nisan 1 is recognized, the rest of the 
months—and the Holy Days assigned 
to them—follow naturally. Passover is 
always on Nisan 14, and the Last Day 
of Unleavened Bread is always on Nisan 
21. In a given year, the Levites were 
not allowed to change Passover to, say, 
Nisan 17, or to change the Holy Days 
to some date other than was specified 
in Leviticus 23. Only Pentecost (“count 
50”) varied its date, but even that date 

SataN’S LittLe 
Shop of 

deCeptioNS
By Dexter B. Wakefield
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was “fixed” by the setting of Nisan 1 
and where this placed the other Holy 
Days.

In early times, the new moons (and 
the months they began) may have been 
confirmed by observation, but even 
when there was an extended period 
of inopportune cloudy days around 
the beginning of the seventh month, 
Tishri, the fall Holy Days occurring in 
that month could still be declared from 
the calendar.

So, how is the calendar set today? 
In 358ad, the last authoritative Jewish 
Sanhedrin set up an extremely accurate 
lunar calendar called the “Hillel 
II Calendar” and then disbanded 
the Sanhedrin. There has been no 
authoritative Sanhedrin since. This 
calendar was released by the last valid 
Levitical authority, and is the one that 
God’s Church has used. By keeping the 
biblical Holy Days in this calendar, we 
are not trying to be “Jewish.” Rather, 
we are doing it for the same reason that 
the Church of God has done so through 
the centuries—to obey God.

The information in this calendar 
remained available to the Jewish 
community—as well as the scattered 
members of God’s Church—throughout 
the centuries of the Dark Ages, the 
Middle Ages and down to the present 
day. Otherwise, it would have been 
impossible for God’s scattered people to 
obey Him in regard to Passover and the 
Holy Days. 

The accuracy of the Hillel II 
Calendar was not exceeded until 
modern times, when satellite 
technology slightly refined the 
computed average length of a lunar 
cycle. The Hillel II Calendar was 
like a magnificent clock, which was 
“wound up” in 358ad and has been 
running faithfully ever since. Some 
have speculated that it will run into 
problems within a few dozen years—
but this may tell us less about the 
accuracy of the calendar than about 
the likely season of Christ’s return!

Does it matter that modern science 
might in theory be able to refine a 
more accurate calendar? One should 

never take upon himself the duties 
that God assigned to His priesthood. 
It was the job of the Levites to set the 
calendar. They have done so. For 
anyone else to do what God gave them 
to do is the sin of presumption—a 
sin with which God sometimes dealt 
swiftly in ancient Israel (Numbers 16). 
If someone is looking around for a sin 
to commit, the sin of presumption is a 
very bad choice.

The New Testament sometimes 
refers to the first five books of the Bible—
the Pentateuch—as “the oracles.”  
Scripture tells us: “This is he who was in 
the congregation in the wilderness with 
the Angel who spoke to him on Mount 
Sinai, and with our fathers, the one who 
received the living oracles to give to us” 
(Acts 7:38).  These “living oracles”—
contain Leviticus 23:4, where we are 
advised that “These are the feasts of the 
Lord, holy convocations which you shall 
proclaim at their appointed times.”

The Apostle Paul wrote, “What 
advantage then has the Jew, or what 
is the profit of circumcision? Much 
in every way! Chiefly because to them 
were committed the oracles of God” 
(Romans 3:1–2). Where the Sabbath 
and the proclaiming of the Feasts 
are concerned, that statement is a 
remarkable prophecy that was clearly 
fulfilled historically and continues to 
be fulfilled today.

Here is the point: there is no 
hidden calendar in the Bible! God’s 
Church has the right one. Beware 
of people who present complicated 
calendar formulations, claiming to 
have found some new truth or claiming 
to have found some objection to the 
sacred calendar that God’s people have 
used for so long.

Those who tell you that they have 
found a secret, hidden sacred calendar 
did not get it from the Bible. They got 
it from… where? Satan’s Little Shop of 
Deceptions, of course!

Satan does not want people to 
keep God’s Holy Days, because he 
does not want people to obey God. So, 
what could be better than to deceive 
people into using a calendar that 

starts at a different time? For instance, 
in the year 2012, Passover—which 
always falls on Nisan 14—began in 
the evening of April 5. If you took the 
symbols on a different day, mistakenly 
believing it to be Nisan 14, you did not 
take the Passover as God commands! 
Bread and wine taken on some day 
other than the true Passover is just a 
snack! 

You can see why Satan loves to 
deceive people about the calendar. 
It is extremely efficient, because one 
deception quickly leads to many 
others. If people are deceived about the 
sacred calendar, then they fail to keep 
Passover, and they profane the Holy 
Days—but they think they are keeping 
them. Why would you repent of doing 
something you think is right? That is 
why deceptions are so hard to repent 
of.

iN the MarKet?

Another lesson we can take away 
from our look into Satan’s Little Shop 
of Deceptions is how to avoid the place: 
stay out of the market! This is what 
true Christians do by putting out the 
leaven of pride, envy and resentment—
during the pre-Passover season and 
through the rest of the year. Any time 
we have this leaven—or other leaven—
in our hearts, Satan knows that we are 
in the market for a deception. And he will 
gladly sell us one that lets us express 
our pride or resentment—whatever we 
really wanted to do in the first place — 
and still feel good about it. And he 
will even sell it to you on credit—buy 
now… pay later!

So, we should be thankful that 
we can keep God’s Holy Days, just as 
His Church has done since the first 
century. Remember, there is no hidden 
calendar in the Bible. Calendars 
other than God’s true sacred calendar 
can only be obtained at… you-know-
where. So, stay out of the market! As 
we are diligent in getting rid of the 
hidden leaven in our lives, we can all 
avoid the bad products at “Satan’s Little 
Shop of Deceptions.”
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Many people have heard that David was “a man after 
God’s own heart.” Many also realize that we, too, 
should be striving to become people after God’s 

own heart. But just what does that real ly mean? How would 
you know if you are—or are not? What can you do to become 
a person after God’s own heart? What qualities do you need 
to develop, and just why is this important for Christians 
today? In this arti cle we will explore the subject of becoming 
a person after God’s own heart, and will learn why this is a 
sub ject that Christians need to understand. 

a vitaL SuBjeCt 

Over the years we have been 
encouraged to draw closer to God. 
We have also been admonished that 
we need to become more unified as a 
Church. And we have been asked to 
beseech God to pour out more of His 
Holy Spirit on His Church. There is a 
crucial com mon factor that underlies 
all three of these important endeavors. 
The crucial reason we strive to draw 
closer to God is so we can become 
more like God in thought, word and deed. In essence, we draw 
closer to God so that we can become people after God’s own 
heart! There is also a crucial key to becoming more uni fied as 
a Church—having a common focus (see 1 Corinthians 1:10). 
If we are each focused on becoming a person after God’s own 
heart—focused on what is important to God—we will become 
more unified as a Church. There is also a crucial factor in 
receiving more of God’s Holy Spirit. We are told that God gives 
His Spirit “to those who obey Him” (Acts 5:32). If we are all 
striving to obey the commandments of God, and we fol low 
His instructions diligently, we will be meeting the fundamental 
prerequisite for receiving more of His Spirit. Becoming a person 
after God’s own heart is not just a nice idea; it is a vital necessity 
for anyone who is serious about being a real Christian and 
walking in the foot steps of Jesus Christ! 

origiN of the CoNCept 

It is instructive to notice that the term “a man after God’s 
own heart” did not originate with David, but with Saul! It was 
not originally used as a compliment; it was an admonition! 
The Israelites wanted a physical leader as their king, like the 
nations around them, so God chose for them a man with 
impressive physical qualities. Saul was tall, handsome, from a 
good family and initial ly humble (see 1 Samuel 9:1–2; 10:21–
27). However, when Saul became presumptuous and took 

liberties with God’s instruction, he lost favor with God and 
lost his kingship (1 Samuel 13). Samuel admonished Saul: 
“You have done foolishly. You have not kept the command-
ment of the Lord your God… now your kingdom shall not 
continue” (1 Samuel 13:13–14). Samuel told Saul that he was 
removed because “the Lord has sought for Himself a man 
after His own heart” (v. 14). It was impor tant to God that the 
leader of His chosen people was a person who shared His 
perspective and who would keep His commandments. 

God’s instructions to Samuel in choosing Saul’s replacement 
are also instructive. While reviewing the 
sons of Jesse as possible candidates for 
the kingship of Israel, Samuel was told: 
“Do not look at his appearance or at his 
physical stature… For the Lord does not 
see as man sees; for man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks 
at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). Although 
David was good-looking (16:12), he was 
selected because he had more important 
qualities that God wanted in a leader. 
God chose David because: “I have found 
David the son of Jesse, a man after My 
own heart, who will do all My will” (Acts 

13:22). Anyone who aspires to be a leader in the kingdom of 
God must realize that we will each be tested to see if we are 
really people after God’s own heart—people who will keep His 
commandments (Exodus 16:4; Proverbs 17:3; 1 Thessalonians 
2:4). But what other qualities did David have that made him 
a man after God’s own heart? And do women need to develop 
those same qualities? 

david’S heart 

Psalm 119 gives us some remarkable insights into the 
mind of David, which help us understand the priori ties and 
perspectives that gave him favor with God. Perhaps David’s 
most outstanding quality was that he loved God’s law and 
spent time studying it. He writes: “I will delight myself in Your 
statutes; I will not forget Your word” (119:16), and: “Oh, how 
I love Your law! It is my medita tion all the day” (119:97). 
Many argue that the law has been done away and that we are 
no longer under the law, but under grace! Many today seldom 
take time to really study the word of God, or if they do study, 
they do so to find some way around what it plainly says. David 
had a totally different orientation. You might ask yourself, 
what is your attitude toward the law of God? Is it like David’s? 

David also valued God’s law because he understood 
how important it was in his personal life and in his role as 
a leader. He realized that living according to the laws of God 

God’s Own Heart
By Douglas S. Winnail
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would lead to blessings (119:1–2), keep him from sinning 
and making mistakes (119:11, 110), make him wiser than 
his enemies (119:98), provide a guide for his life (119:105) 
and bring real peace of mind (119:165). David realized that 
the word of God contained revealed truth and was true in its 
entirety (119:142, 151, 160). How different this attitude is 
from those who assert that the commandments are out of date 
and no longer applicable to us today, and that biblical ideas 
and instructions are irrelevant as to how we live our lives. 
How do you view the laws of God? 

David was teachable. He writes, “teach me Your statutes… 
open my eyes, that I may see wondrous things from Your 
law… make me understand the way of your precepts… give 
me understanding, and I shall keep Your law (119:12, 18, 27, 
34). What a wonderful attitude, and what a contrast to the 
common notion: “We don’t need a church or a ministry to 
teach us; we can do it ourselves.” David was also repentant 
(Psalm 51). He was willing to admit when he was wrong, 
without making endless excus es or blaming others for his 
mistakes or problems. In spite of the challenges that David 
faced in his life, he was posi tive and remained focused on 
accomplishing God’s plan and purpose—even during trials. 
Notice his prayer, “purge me with hyssop… restore to me the 
joy of Your salvation… then I will teach transgressors Your 
ways, and sinners shall be converted to You” (Psalm 51:7–
13). These attitudes made David a man after God’s own heart. 
Do you have these same attitudes? Could you develop these 
attitudes? 

jeSuS’ exaMpLe 

Jesus Christ was obviously a man after the Father’s own 
heart. Jesus plainly stated: “I and My Father are one” (John 
10:30; 17:11, 20–24). He had the same perspective and 
outlook as the Father. They were on the same wavelength. 
How different this is from comments today that assert: “I 
know what the Bible says (or the Church teaches), but here 
is what I think.” Jesus did not promote His own theories and 
ideas. He said: “I speak to the world those things which I 
heard from Him… I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father 
taught Me, I speak these things… I always do those things 
that please Him” (John 8:26–29). This kind of attitude is 
the foundation for real unity and harmony. It does not foster 
division in any way. Those who strive to develop this attitude 
are people after God’s own heart. 

We can see from a number of situations that Jesus was 
also humble and obedient. He had no problem being in a sub-
ordinate position. He was subject to His physical parents 
(Luke 2:51) according to the commandment (Exodus 20:12). 
He was subject to His heavenly Father and sought to do the 
will of the Father (Matthew 26:39; John 5:30; 6:38). He was 
not an individualist who insisted on doing things His own 
way. He was deeply impressed with a Roman officer’s respect 
for authority (Luke 7:1–10). How different this is from atti-

tudes that are so prevalent in society (and even in the Church) 
today. Jesus would not have hesitated to obey and teach the 
New Testament instructions for women to be subject to their 
husbands, for children to obey their parents, for servants to 
respect their masters (Ephesians 5:21–22; 6:1–8), for Church 
mem bers to respect their leaders (1 Thessalonians 5:12–13) 
and for elders to be good examples to their flocks (1 Peter 
5:1–5). 

But Jesus possessed additional qualities. He had 
compassion (Matthew 9:36; Mark 8:2), which is also an 
attribute of the Father (Psalm 86:15). He healed people 
because He cared about others. Jesus wept over Jerusalem 
because He knew the trials the future held for His countrymen 
(see Matthew 23:37; Luke 19:41–44). Jesus was also mission 
oriented. He knew and understood the plan of God and His 
role in that plan. From His youth He knew He must be about 
His Father’s business (Luke 2:49). Throughout His ministry, 
He remained focused and maintained His sense of urgency 
(John 4:34; 9:4). Jesus also persevered. He did not quit when 
circumstances grew difficult! Facing the real ity of His coming 
crucifixion, He determined to keep going (Matthew 26:39), 
and at the close of His earthly ministry He was able to say to 
His Father: “I have finished the work which You have given 
Me to do” (John 17:4). Jesus fulfilled His commitments. He 
stayed the course and He finished the race. He was a man 
after God’s own heart. Our goal must be the same. 

peopLe after god’S heart 

But the story does not stop with David and Jesus. The Old 
Testament describes a number of individuals who possessed 
many of the same qualities that made them per sons after God’s 
own heart. Abraham is called “the friend of God” because 
he believed and obeyed God (2 Chronicles 20:7; James 2:23). 
God blessed Abraham because of his obedience and his efforts 
to lead his house hold in “the way of the Lord” (Genesis 
18:17–19). Moses was a powerful instrument in God’s hands 
because, even though he was reared as the son of the Pharaoh 
of Egypt, “Moses was very humble [teachable], more than 
all men who were on the face of the earth” (Numbers 12:3). 
Hannah, the mother of Samuel, is portrayed as a righteous 
woman, who poured out her soul to God and believed God 
would answer her request (1 Samuel 1). When her request 
for a son was granted, she unselfishly gave that son back to 
God and praised God with a prayer that sounds like a Psalm 
of David (1 Samuel 2). Daniel and his companions Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-Nego are noted for their obedience to 
God and their determination not to compromise His laws 
even under the threat of death (see Daniel 1, 3, 6). 

The New Testament also has its list of individuals who were 
persons after God’s own heart. Zacharias and Elizabeth, the 
parents of John the Baptist, “were both righteous before God, 
walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless” (Luke 1:6). They must have been very dedicated 
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and competent parents, because Jesus said of their son, “among 
those born of women there has not risen one greater than John 
the Baptist” (Matthew 11:11). Mary, the mother of Jesus, was 
told by an angel: “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with 
you; blessed are you among women… for you have found favor 
with God” (Luke 1:28–30). We begin to understand why Mary 
found favor with God when we read her prayer (Luke 1:47–
55). Mary knew Scripture, and her prayer 
cites 12 different Old Testament passages. 
Mary was not a superficial person, but 
thought deeply about what she heard and 
saw, and was willing to wait to see the will 
of God (Luke 2:19, 51). Another Mary, 
the sis ter of Martha, was commended 
by Jesus for not letting routine physical 
duties distract her from more important 
spiritual concerns. Because Mary was 
focused on what was important to God, 
Jesus said: “Mary has chosen that good 
part, which will not be taken away from 
her” (Luke 10:38–42). 

Peter, James, John, Paul and the 
other Apostles and disciples also appear 
to be persons after God’s own heart because they were chosen 
and used to build the New Testament Church. Jesus prayed 
to God for His chosen disciples, “that they may be one as We 
are” (John 17:11). Jesus’ prayer also included those who are 
being called today: “I do not pray for these alone, but also for 
those who will believe in me through their word; that they all 
may be one, as You, Father, are in Me” (John 17:20–21). It is 
God’s desire that we become persons after His own heart (see 
Deuteronomy 10:12–13; Isaiah 66:2). 

SeveN BaSiC QuaLitieS 

But what must we do to become people after God’s own 
heart? In summary, as we have seen, we need to: 

•  Develop a love for God’s law. Spend time studying and 
learning to apply the laws of God (2 Timothy 2:15). David 
delighted in learning from the word of God, because 
he knew how relevant it was to living a suc cessful and 
meaningful life. We do what we enjoy. Do you enjoy 
being taught from God’s word? Drinking deeply of God’s 
word will help us become people after God’s own heart.

• Pray, fast and meditate regularly. David and Daniel 
prayed at least three times a day (Psalm 55:17; Daniel 
6:10). Jesus prayed regularly for considerable periods of 
time over important issues (Mark 1:35; Luke 6:12–13). 
Fasting keeps us humble and reminds us how insignificant 
we really are and how much we need not only physical 
nourishment, but also the spiritual nourishment that 
comes from God. Meditating on the meaning of God’s 
word allows God to work with our minds and guide our 

thoughts in the direction of what is important to Him 
(Isaiah 55:8–9). Keep a record of how much time you 
spend in prayer, study and meditation. Strive to improve 
on how you use your time.

• Determine to obey God, and expect resistance. Abraham, 
Daniel, Jesus Christ and others were rewarded for 
their determination to follow God’s laws, and for their 

unwillingness to compromise with the 
truth they understood. The Scriptures 
state that God gives His Spirit to those 
who will obey Him (Acts 5:32). It is 
God’s Spirit that enables us to become 
people after God’s own heart.
• Develop real compassion for others, 
and be prepared to suffer a bit in the 
process. Jesus Christ came to this earth 
to suffer and die for mankind because of 
His love for human beings created in the 
image of God (John 3:16). In order to be 
effective rulers in the King dom of God, 
we will have to understand the needs and 
feelings of those we will serve. God cares 
about others—and so must we.

• Learn to forgive. While God is just, He is also forgiv ing 
(Psalm 103:3). Jesus admonished His disciples that if one 
wants to be forgiven, one must also forgive (Matthew 
6:14–15). Forgiveness involves not only letting go of past 
offenses, but also being willing to reconcile and rebuild 
relationships. In learning to do this, we will become 
persons after God’s own heart.

• Stay focused on the “Big Picture.” Jesus’ ministry cen tered 
on preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God (Mark 
1:14–15), warning the world of a coming judg ment 
(Mark 13) and feeding the flock of God (John 21:15–17). 
The Apostles continued that work (Matthew 10:7–8; Acts 
28:23–31). Our job is the same today (Matthew 10:23; 
28:19–20). A person after God’s own heart will focus on 
that same goal.

• Never quit! Jesus finished the Work He was given to do. 
He also warned us that, “no one, having put his hand 
to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God” (Luke 9:62). By learning to keep our com mitments, 
and persevering when things get difficult, we become 
individuals after God’s own heart.

 
As Christians, we are called to walk in the footsteps of 

Jesus Christ and to learn to live by every word of God. Jesus 
was on the same wavelength as His Father—He was a man 
after God’s own heart. The examples of Abraham, Moses, 
David, Hannah and many others are recorded in Scripture as 
examples for us to follow. We must learn from those examples 
and strive to become people after God’s own heart, so we 
can be in His kingdom—because this is the real purpose for 
human existence. 

never quit! Jesus finished the 
work he was given to do. he 
aLso warned us that, “no one, 

having put his hand to the pLow, 
and Looking baCk, is fit for the 

kingdom of god” (Luke 9:62). by 
Learning to keep our Com mitments, 

and persevering when things get 
diffiCuLt, we beCome individuaLs 

after god’s own heart.
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To be a helper of others brings 
immense satisfaction. And it 
seems that God has endowed 

women with a unique insight into the 
intricacies of helping others—and, if 
they are married, especially into helping 
their husbands.

After God created Adam (Genesis 
2:7), He knew that Adam—the only 
human being on earth—needed someone 
with whom to share his life. What did 
He then do? “And the Lord God said, ‘It 
is not good that man should be alone; I 
will make him a helper comparable to 
him’” (Genesis 2:18). God then worked 
a miracle: “And the Lord God caused 
a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he 
slept; and He took one of his ribs, and 
closed up the flesh in its place. Then 
the rib which the Lord God had taken 
from man He made into a woman, and 
He brought her to the man” (vv. 21–22).

Here we see that God created 
woman with the innate qualities of being 
a helper. She can apply these qualities 
in all facets of her life—at home, in the 
workplace, in serving God’s Church—
and God certainly expects us as 
Christian women to use these qualities 
to glorify Him in all we do.

Down through the ages, many 
women have chosen to be effective 
helpers, and have excelled at doing so. 
Some examples from the Old Testament 
would certainly have to include Queen 
Esther, who was very instrumental in 
delivering the Jews from annihilation 
in her day. The entire book of Esther 
tells her inspiring story.

Of course, we would also need to 
mention Ruth, the Moabite, who was a 
tremendous help to her mother-in-law, 
Naomi. Ruth was willing to help by 
going out into the fields, gleaning behind 
the reapers, to provide food for Naomi 

and herself (Ruth 2:1–3). When Boaz 
learned of Ruth’s efforts, he showed great 
kindness to her by seeing to it that she 
gleaned plenty of grain, was kept safe, 
and that her needs were met. “So she fell 
on her face, bowed down to the ground, 
and said to him, ‘Why have I found favor 
in your eyes, that you should take notice 
of me, since I am a foreigner?’ And Boaz 

answered and said to her, ‘It has been fully 
reported to me, all that you have done 
for your mother-in-law since the death 
of your husband, and how you have left 
your father and your mother and the land 
of your birth, and have come to a people 
whom you did not know before. The 
Lord repay your work, and a full reward 
be given you by the Lord God of Israel, 
under whose wings you have come for 
refuge’” (Ruth 2:10–12).

Consider, too, the help provided by 
Rahab of Jericho. She hid the spies Joshua 
had sent to see if the land was ready to 
be conquered, then she helped them to 
escape, securing safety for herself and her 
family (Joshua 2:1–24). Notice how Rahab 
entreated the spies after she had taken 
them into hiding. She went up on the roof 
and made her request: “[And] said to the 

men: ‘I know that the Lord has given you 
the land, that the terror of you has fallen 
on us, and that all the inhabitants of the 
land are fainthearted because of you. For 
we have heard how the Lord dried up the 
water of the Red Sea for you when you 
came out of Egypt, and what you did to 
the two kings of the Amorites who were 
on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and 
Og, whom you utterly destroyed. And as 
soon as we heard these things, our hearts 
melted; neither did there remain any more 
courage in anyone because of you, for 
the Lord your God, He is God in heaven 
above and on earth beneath’” (vv. 9–11). 
Then she pleaded with them to spare her 
family, to which they agreed since she had 
shown kindness to them by sparing their 
lives.

Jesus’ mother, Mary, played a 
vital role in His life, teaching Him to 
obey His Father in heaven. God the 
Father would not have chosen Mary 
to bear and rear our Savior if He had 
not considered her very capable. God 
must have given her a great amount 
of discernment, insight and wisdom. 
Other faithful, loyal women also helped 
Christ as He went about preaching the 
gospel. We read the account of Mary 
and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, with 
whom Christ became very close friends. 
“Now it happened as they went that He 
entered a certain village; and a certain 
woman named Martha welcomed Him 
into her house. And she had a sister 
called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet 
and heard His word. But Martha was 
distracted with much serving, and she 
approached Him and said, ‘Lord, do 
You not care that my sister has left me 
to serve alone? Therefore tell her to 
help me’” (Luke 10:38–40).

Continued on page 18

be an effeCtive heLper!
By Faye League

she heLps by being a godLy 
exampLe. a steadfast godLy 
exampLe speaks voLumes to 

famiLy, Co-workers, neighbors 
and friends. her exampLe 

inspires others to do better. 
it is a Christian woman’s duty 

to be a godLy exampLe, as we 
do represent Christ in this eviL 

worLd of satan’s.



14

Living Church News November–December 2012

he annual Teen Adventure 
Camp is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for some of the Church 

youth to have an experience of a 
lifetime. Each year a different venue 
is chosen to provide a new and unique 
experience for everyone. This year 
the camp was held at Glacier Park, 
Montana. Thirty-two campers and 
staff met at West Glacier on July 10 to 
begin this year’s adventure. 

The first night was spent at a 
large lodge, and the next morning, 
after a good breakfast and the daily 
Bible study, we hit the road. Our first 

stop was at the Park Ranger’s office to 
pick up the camping permits. They 
required us to watch a video on park 
regulations and what to do in the 
event of a confrontation with a bear, 
or other dangerous wildlife living in 
Glacier Park. 

God’s blessing on this trip was 
first evidenced here, as we were able 
to make some much needed changes 
to the original campsites we were 
assigned, so that we could all be in the 
same part of this vast park. 

We then loaded up all of the gear 
and drove to a KOA campground in St. 

Mary, Montana. After setting up the 
tents, the campers enjoyed some free 
time swimming in the pool. Thursday 
morning everyone was up by 6:00 a.m. 
to have a quick breakfast followed by 
the Bible study. Then the tents were 
taken down and the backpacks packed 
with our clothes, food, cooking gear, 
and all of the other items needed 
for five days of backpacking. The 
backpacks were all weighed, with the 
heaviest coming in at over 60 pounds! 

We then drove to the trailhead, 
which is located next to the Canadian 
border, and began our journey into the 

T
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wilderness. Because of park regulations and limited numbers 
of campsites, we had to split into four groups of eight.

There was a lot of energy and excitement as each group 
hiked out toward its respective campsite. Glacier Park is a 

beautiful part of God’s awesome creation that afforded the 
hikers everything from breathtaking views of mountains, 
valleys, rivers, glacial lakes, thundering waterfalls, and fields 
of wildflowers, to many species of wildlife. Over the next five 
days, these hikers would encounter everything from deer and 
elk, to mountain goats, moose, groundhogs, squirrels, and 
some even saw a black bear! 

Day one of the hike ended 10–14 miles into the park—
depending on where your assigned campsite 
was. Everyone was glad to be finished hiking for 
the day; however, just making it to the campsite 
was not the end of the long, hard day. There 
were no cold drinks, warm showers, soft beds 
or loving mothers waiting for the weary hikers! 
We still had to set up tents, cooking gear, hang 
food bags (away from bears and other wildlife), 
pump water through purifiers, gather firewood, 
cook dinner, and clean the dishes. 

All of these chores have to be completed 
each day, and everyone pitched in to get them 
done. It was a real pleasure to see all of these 
young people work together to accomplish 
the given tasks, and a real testament to their 
character and work ethic! Day one ended 
with the exhausted campers gratefully sliding 
into their sleeping bags.

On day two we showed the weary hikers some mercy, 
and let them sleep in a little later. After a hot breakfast of 
oatmeal and hot chocolate or coffee, dishes were cleaned and 
packed. This was followed by the morning Bible Study and 

then the routine began again. Everything had to be taken 
down, rolled up and packed in backpacks. One of the most 
time-consuming things that has to be done many times a day 
is to pump purified water. This was done again so everyone 

left the campsite with full water bottles. Each of the 
four groups then hiked to their next campsite, and 
went through the same set-up routine as the previous 
day. Needless to say, everyone was happy to know that 
the Sabbath was beginning and that there would be 
no big hikes the next day.

Rain began to fall during the night, and, to the 
campers delight, did not stop until about 8:30 a.m. 
Once it stopped raining, we made quite a sumptuous 
brunch that included scrambled eggs, omelets, 
pancakes and sausages. All four of the groups were 
then able to meet at one campsite, where we had 

Sabbath services together. We had a traditional service 
with hymn singing, a sermonette by Mr. Steve Olson, 
special music by three of the young ladies, and a sermon 
by Mr. Jim Meredith. The only things missing were the 
dresses, suits and ties; but what a wonderful, peaceful 
place it was to come and worship our Creator and God. 
After Sabbath services, some of the campers and staff took 
a short hike up to a gorgeous mountain lake. The Sabbath 

came to an end with an enjoyable dinner of beef stew and 
mashed potatoes.

The rain began to fall again Saturday night. On 
Sunday morning, most of the group had to get up and 

“I want to thank everyone who helped us get to camp, 
especially the person that sponsored me to go. I really 
hope to go again next year. It was really nice to meet 
other kids my age in the Church. The kayaking was 
fun!”—W.S.
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cook breakfast in the rain. Then the daily routine began 
again, the rain making everything more challenging. By 
the time everyone had hiked to their next campsite, most 
were soaked and muddy. The new camp still needed to be 

set up in spite of the weather. There was an accident that 
afternoon when one of the hikers stumbled and fell while 
crossing a swinging bridge, cutting his leg on a large bolt 
that was sticking up from the bridge.

“It was a great experience, I definitely recommend it.”— B.E.

Once again, even with this injury, we saw God’s blessing, 
in that it happened only about a quarter of a mile from the 
campsite and the only Park Ranger cabin for many miles. We 
were able to talk to the Ranger, who arranged to have a horse 
brought in the next morning to carry the injured hiker out of 
the park.

M o n d a y 
morning was 
clear and dry, 
and after the 
usual morning 
routine, we put 
our backpacks 
on for the last 
time and headed 
for the place 
we had parked 
the vehicles. In 
spite of all of the 
blisters, bruises, 
mosquito bites, 
and sore muscles, all had a little more spring in their steps. The 
thought of hot showers, clean clothes and fresh food was enough 

to motivate them to keep going. After hiking roughly a total of 
40 miles, the hikers returned to civilization and spent the night 
at the KOA campground. That night we were all treated to a tasty 
dinner at a Mexican restaurant. Not only was the food delicious, 

but not having to cook it, or clean up afterwards, made the 
evening even better.

“The Adventure Camp was a great trip, with great people, 
in a great place. I wished I didn’t have to leave.”—D.W.

“I want to thank everyone who helped me pay for camp and 
everyone that put on the camp. I had a really good time and 
hope to go again next year. Meeting other kids in the church 
was the best part, and camp was the funnest thing I have 
ever done. Seeing the beauty of God’s creation was awe-
inspiring. White water rafting was awesome!”—A.C.

The following day, the group  covered 
another 10 miles on foot and saw several 
beautiful vistas from the Going-to-the-Sun 
Road. The group drove this 50-mile stretch 
of road, but stopped along the way to hike to 
St. Mary Falls and Virginia Falls (three miles), 
the Trail of the Cedars (one mile), and to hike 
Logan Pass to Hidden Lake (six miles). After 
leaving the Logan Pass parking lot, we were 
caught in dense fog, heavy rain, and hail. 
Once again we saw God’s protection and 
blessing, as the road was buried by mud and 
rocks—both just in front and just behind 
us. Our four vehicles were untouched! One 
vehicle and several pieces of construction 

equipment were buried in rock and mud, while  several 
other vehicles were damaged and knocked sideways. Heavy 

©Photos Courtesy Jim Meredith
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equipment came and was able to remove enough debris to 
open up one lane of travel. In an hour-and-a-half we were 
back on our way down the mountain to our destination. The 
sun was shining once again.

The last day of our adventure was spent whitewater 
rafting and kayaking on the Middle Fork River, followed by a 
trip to Hungry Horse Dam, and a BBQ steak dinner at the 
lodge. We thank God for the protection He granted us, and 
the beautiful sights He allowed us to see and experience! 
The trip was an epic success and an adventure that none 
of us will forget!

“The Adventure Camp was the 
most fun trip I’ve ever been on 
and I really hope to go back next 
year!”—S.W.

 
 “It was fun going to camp. There 

were plants, animals and lots of Bible Studies. It was fun 
sitting around the campfire and listening to the studies from 
the Bible. The animals we saw were mountain goats, deer, 
elk, moose, underground squirrels, groundhogs, marmets 
and grouse. It was fun rafting down the stream. We ran 
through the waves and got splashed a lot. We got to swim by 
the edge of the river when we got out of the boats. We got to 
kayak and hike and swim and play volleyball, and we fished, 
too. We almost caught three fish, saw some beautiful lake 
sights, mountain sights and animals. But the best part was 
meeting new people from the Living Church of God.”—M.S.

The LYC Adventure Camp provides a wonderful 
opportunity for our Church teens to have a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. We intend to have these every summer, so if you 
did not get to go this year, you can still have the opportunity 
to go next year. The venue for next summer has not yet been 
decided, but you can be sure it will be a spectacular trip, in 
a beautiful location. The pictures in this article just give you 

a small sampling of what the backpackers saw this year. You 
can view more photos from all of this year’s youth camps at 
http://www.livingyouth.org, or at our Living Youth Facebook 
page. As noted in the comments above, a number of these 
teens were only able to attend this camp because of generous 
donations from some of the brethren. If you do not know 

a particular camper who needs 
financial assistance to attend this 
program, but would like to help 
someone, you can earmark a 
donation for the “LYC Adventure 
Camp.” We look forward to seeing 
24 more backpackers next year, so 
begin planning now to be there!
Until then, watch for the next 

issue of the Living Church News, where we hope to bring you 
news and pictures of the Ohio 2012 LYC Teen Camp, held in 
August (after this issue began production)—Sheldon Monson 
and Jim Meredith
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Evidently, Mary had a deeper, 
more profound understanding and 
appreciation for Christ and His mission. 
Martha, on the other hand—even 
though she was doing well by serving—
did not take the time to hear Christ’s 
teachings as she could have. Yet Christ 
did not answer her with righteous 
indignation, though He could have, 
since she was, in effect, questioning 
His integrity as a concerned and caring 
Lord and Savior, and also demanding 
that He tell Mary to help her in serving. 
Instead, He corrected Martha gently. 
“And Jesus answered and said to her, 
‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
troubled about many things. But one 
thing is needed, and Mary has chosen 
that good part, which will not be taken 
away from her’” (Luke 10:41–42). 
After receiving this correction, Martha 
and her sister Mary continued to help 
Christ (John 12:1–8).

Scripture shows us that the Apostle 
Paul sometimes brought qualified 
women along to help him on his 
journeys. Women in the Church areas 
he visited also provided much help. 
Paul told the young evangelist Timothy 
to choose only the widows who had 
the right qualifications—including 
qualifications of service. “Do not let a 
widow under sixty years old be taken 
into the number, and not unless she has 
been the wife of one man, well reported 
for good works: if she has brought up 
children, if she has lodged strangers, if 
she has washed the saints’ feet, if she 
has relieved the afflicted, if she has 
diligently followed every good work” 
(1 Timothy 5:9–10). Also: “I implore 
Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of 
the same mind in the Lord. And I urge 
you also, true companion, help these 
women who labored with me in the 
gospel, with Clement also, and the rest 
of my fellow workers, whose names 
are in the Book of Life” (Philippians 
4:2–3).

Another example: “I commend 
to you Phoebe our sister, who is a 

servant of the church in Cenchrea, 
that you may receive her in the Lord 
in a manner worthy of the saints, and 
assist her in whatever business she has 
need of you; for indeed she has been 
a helper of many and of myself also” 
(Romans 16:1–2). And: “Greet Mary, 
who labored much for us” (v. 6).

Women who want to serve in the 
Church have many opportunities to do 
so. They may serve as door greeters, 
prepare floral arrangements, sing in the 
choir, prepare food for the Sabbath and 
Holy Days, or assist in many other tasks, 
including set-up for meals, kitchen 
service, coffee brewing and clean-up.  
An important point to remember is that 
no assignment is “set in stone” even if a 
lady may have had the same duties for 
months or even years. It can be good 
for assignments to change, from time 
to time, to give ladies the opportunity 
to use their talents in various ways 
to help others. Consider that a lady 
who graciously accepts a change in 
her duties is, in a sense, helping the 
growth of the lady who takes on her 
previous duties. Sometimes it can be 
invigorating to move on to new and 
different challenges and opportunities, 
or to be free to just “pitch in” and 
help with whatever service may need 
extra help from time to time. This also 
helps avoid “burnout” and stagnation 
in service. Graciously serving together 
in harmony sets a positive tone that 
builds and edifies the congregation. As 
we ladies work together, we come to 
have a greater love and appreciation for 
each other as sisters in Christ.

QuaLitieS of aN effeCtive heLper

• She helps by being a godly example. 
A steadfast godly example speaks 
volumes to family, co-workers, 
neighbors and friends. Her example 
inspires others to do better. It is 
a Christian woman’s duty to be a 
godly example, as we do represent 
Christ in this evil world of Satan’s.

• She supports God’s Work by 
being faithful in prayers, tithes 
and offerings. By doing so, she 

is helping to spread the gospel, 
feed the flock and send a warning 
message and witness to the nations 
through the various doors God 
opens for His Church.

• She anticipates the needs of her 
family, her brethren and others—
and she does her part in fulfilling 
them as circumstances allow.

• She strives to be ready on time—to 
leave the house—for appointments, 
errands, Sabbath services and other 
activities. A lady who is habitually 
late can be a “drag” on her family 
and others. While tardiness can be 
a very difficult habit to break, it can 
be done. It is a matter of making up 
her mind to do it, and then doing 
it. If her habit is deeply ingrained, 
it is especially imperative to seek 
God’s help.

• She maintains a positive attitude 
and encourages others to do so. 
She has an upbeat personality, not 
letting problems get the best of her. 
“If you faint in the day of adversity, 
your strength is small” (Proverbs 
24:10).

• She does not let life control her; she 
controls it. One of the first lessons 
I learned after coming into God’s 
Church was that self-control is a 
key to real spiritual power. I have 
never forgotten this, and it is still 
true today. Ladies who master self-
control can more clearly discern 
how best to help others. “Whoever 
has no rule over his own spirit is 
like a city broken down, without 
walls” (Proverbs 25:28). A broken-
down city with no walls has no 
strength and is very vulnerable. 
“He who is slow to anger is better 
than the mighty, and he who rules 
his spirit than he who takes a city” 
(Proverbs 16:32).
As Christian women, we have many 

opportunities to help those around us. 
As we prepare to become the Bride of 
Christ—to help Him rule over the earth 
in His soon-coming Kingdom—let us go 
forward steadfastly, inculcating into our 
character each day these vital keys for 
becoming a more effective helper.

Be An Effective Helper
Continued from page 13
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whom he has not seen? And this commandment we have from 
Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also” (1 
John 4:20–21). So, as each of us meditates and prays about 
the profound need for love, mercy, forgiveness and continual 
outflowing concern, we will truly grow to be more like Jesus 
Christ—and His blessing will indeed come more powerfully 
upon the Church, the Work and each of us individually.

Jesus commands us: “A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also 
love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, 
if you have love for one another” (John 13:34–35). Here we 
find that we are to love one another as Christ set the example 
with continual kindness, service and outflowing concern! Just 
as the Sabbath is a sign, the outflowing love we show for one 
another is also a sign that we are, indeed, the people of God!

As you think about the kind of person with whom you 
would like to share eternity, ask yourself honestly: “Would 
you like to be with other people who are always very strict, 
demanding and quick to judge you if you make even the 
slightest mistake?” Or would you rather spend eternity with 
a person who is indeed conquered by God and walking in His 
commandments, and who exudes warmth, kindness, mercy 
and outflowing concern—with profound patience for others 
when they are not totally perfect?

I think we all know the answer!

praCtiCe jeSuS ChriSt’S Love!

Since we are indeed in the process of being fashioned 
and molded to become like God Himself, it is vital that we 
learn—through God’s Holy Spirit within us—to practice the 
kind of love and outflowing concern exemplified by Jesus 
Christ. First, of course, we are to love God with all our being. 
That is the first and great commandment (Matthew 22:35–
38). But the second commandment is like it: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself” (v. 39). One of the most beautiful 
expressions of how to do this is found in the “love chapter” 
that Paul wrote, 1 Corinthians 13. I will not at this time try to 
expound this chapter as I have done so often in sermons. But 
please remember the final verse: “And now abide faith, hope, 
love, these three; but the greatest of these is love” (v. 13).

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells us to let our 
“light” shine (Matthew 5:16). If all of us sincerely take to 
heart this matter, we can, as a Church, begin to be the kind of 
“light” Jesus talked about, more fully than we have ever been 
before. As the end of this age draws near—as horrifying trials, 
sickness and death are experienced all around us—we should 
let this draw us closer together! We should let this draw us 
closer to God! We should let this bring us to our knees. And we 
should be more willing than ever to truly give of ourselves to 
God and to our fellow man in love, kindness and service. For 
we know that this is the way to honor our Creator, as He tells 
us. This is the way to eternal life and joy in the Kingdom and 
family of God!

anger, I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you this day, that you will soon 
utterly perish from the land which you 
cross over the Jordan to possess; you 
will not prolong your days in it, but 
will be utterly destroyed. And the Lord 
will scatter you among the peoples, and 
you will be left few in number among 
the nations where the Lord will drive 
you” (Deuteronomy 4:25–27). Here 
in America, Canada and many of our 
Israelite-descended nations, we have 
already “grown old” in the land and 
have begun to turn aside in remarkable 
ways from the laws and ways of God. 
So Almighty God will—as most of us 
know—drive us into national slavery 
unless we repent. Then, God tells us, 
“But from there you will seek the Lord 
your God, and you will find Him if you 
seek Him with all your heart and with 

all your soul. When you are in distress, 
and all these things come upon you in 
the latter days, when you turn to the 
Lord your God and obey His voice” (vv. 
29–30).

Indeed, we are told over and over 
to “seek God” with all our hearts and 
minds in many places in the Bible! We 
must allow ourselves to be alerted and 
be shaken by God’s word—and by the 
prophetic interventions in the weather, 
in diseases, and in the denigration of 
our national greatness which we see 
happening all around us. We must not 
give into spiritual laziness and lethargy!

LiQuor, drugS aNd Sex proBLeMS

It is sad to think about how many 
fine men and women—especially 
men—lose their opportunity to be 
in the first resurrection because of 
problems with sex, drugs and abuse 
of liquor. Of course, once you become 

“hooked” on drinking too much, your 
body and psyche become emotionally 
and chemically addicted to a lot of 
liquor. The same happens with drugs, 
as all those who study this problem 
deeply understand. It is better to never 
start down that road in the first place, 
than to need to try to get “unhooked” 
from liquor or drugs.

Our Creator designed our bodies 
as male and female. This was for 
the purpose of marriage, to draw 
together a young man and woman 
to create a loving family and a stable 
environment for children—potential 
sons and daughters of God Himself 
(Malachi 2:15). All of this is right 
and beautiful if carried out God’s 
way. However, in our modern society, 
the “marketing” of young women’s 
beautiful bodies—to sell everything 
from toothpicks to motorboats—is 
pervasive. It is practically everywhere. 
And the constant drumbeat of wrong 

What Will Be YOUR Stumbling Block?
Continued from page 2

Let Your LIght Shine!
Continued from page 4
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information, and attitudes promoting 
even perverted sex, simply pounds 
Satan’s approach to these things into 
the minds of so many people in our 
society, especially the young.

We must not let this overcome us 
and take us out of God’s Church. We 
are told to “flee” sexual immorality (1 
Corinthians 6:18). Yet, following the 
world’s pervasive example, even many 
young people in God’s Church spend 
time with the opposite sex, unattended, 
in situations where it becomes so “easy” 
to stumble into the act of fornication 
or adultery. Too many people, even 
Christians, do not take proper care to 
“stay way back” from the edge of the 
cliff! They do not, in fact, genuinely 
try to “flee” the situations where 
fornication can easily occur.

So, be sure that you—or your 
children—do not become caught in 
this vicious trap. And, even for those 
who are married—it is vital that we 
“guard our minds” and never let 
our thoughts wander sensually onto 
anyone other than our spouse. God 
commands us to bring “every thought 
into captivity” to the obedience of 
Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). Dear 
brethren—and all of you young people 
especially, who are particularly attacked 
by “Satan’s Broadcasting System”—it 
is vital that we sincerely learn to fear 
the loss of  eternal life through lusting 
for others or in any way turning away 
from God in the area of sex. When all 
eternity is at stake, we must powerfully 
control ourselves through the Spirit of 
God, rather than “enjoy the passing 
pleasures of sin” (Hebrews 11:25). It is 
just not worth it!

Brethren, be sure to plan ahead the 
strategies and defenses we all must 
prepare in order not to be overcome 
by the human problems listed above—
liquor, drugs, sex and other related 
problems. Misuse of these things will 
destroy us if we let it. Many brethren 
have been involved in this in the past, 
or are now currently involved. We must 
determine to take action. We should read 
and follow the example of the Apostle 
Paul, who stated: “Brethren, I do not 

count myself to have apprehended; but 
one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind and reaching forward 
to those things which are ahead, I 
press toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 3:13–14). We must truly 
drive ourselves and “press” toward the 
goal that the Eternal God has set before 
us. We must not let down our guard 
and let our human weaknesses take 
away the magnificent reward God has 
planned for us in His Kingdom as full 
members of His Family.

reBeLLioN aNd SeLf-WiLL

The Bible is filled with remarkable 
examples of God working with self-
willed people to help them overcome this 
problem. One of the most outstanding 
cases is that of ancient Israel’s King Saul, 
the predecessor of King David. When 
Saul was young, he was humble and 
tried to follow God’s instruction. Later, 
however, as time went on, Saul began to 
think too highly of himself, and began 
to “water things down” and “do his own 
thing”—instead of doing exactly what 
God commanded. When you read 1 
Samuel 15, you can see this problem in 
Saul, and understand how God looked 
at it. God told Saul to “utterly destroy” 
the rebellious nation of Amalek—to 
slay all of its people and even all of its 
livestock. Instead, Saul “watered down” 
God’s plain command. He did not kill 
all the people. And he saved the best of 
the animals that God had commanded 
him to destroy.

When the prophet Samuel 
questioned Saul about this, he tried to 
explain his actions away: “‘But I have 
obeyed the voice of the Lord, and gone 
on the mission on which the Lord sent 
me, and brought back Agag king of 
Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the 
Amalekites. But the people took of the 
plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the 
things which should have been utterly 
destroyed, to sacrifice to the Lord your 
God in Gilgal.’ So Samuel said: ‘Has the 
Lord as great delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice 

of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to heed than the 
fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin 
of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
iniquity and idolatry. Because you have 
rejected the word of the Lord, He also 
has rejected you from being king’” (1 
Samuel 15:20–23).

This attitude of self-will—the 
attitude of rebellion against God’s 
instructions and His leadership—is an 
attitude that is found deeply entrenched 
in the character of most of the rebels in 
the Bible. They always seemed to have 
an “excuse” for why it was justified. 
But, deep down, it was their own selves 
they were exalting, and they ended up 
falling into a spirit of rebellion against 
God because of this. For, as Mr. Herbert 
Armstrong said, “Such people have 
never been ‘conquered’ by God!”

Have you, personally, truly been 
“conquered” by God? Do you truly 
surrender your will to do exactly what 
God says and even humble yourself to 
follow the instructions of His servants, 
His ministers and His appointed 
leaders as long as they do not directly 
contradict the Bible? Certain people and 
even certain families who are so used 
to doing things their “own way” are 
in danger of eternal death because of 
this rebellious and self-willed attitude. 
For Almighty God cannot be truly sure 
that they will always obey Him in the 
future—as He sees they are not willing 
to do that now. Think about it!

hurt feeLings and  
LaCk of faith in Christ

People who always seem to be getting 
“in trouble” with the ministry—or even 
with God Himself—usually have one 
human tendency in common. They are 
constantly having their “feelings hurt.” 
But do they realize that their attitude of 
“hurt feelings” in fact demonstrates a lack 
of faith that Christ really is in charge, and 
that He will work things out for good?  
The “hurt feelings” attitude nearly always 
involves lack of faith in Christ as Head. 
For it amounts to people “judging” others 
in the Church, or the ministry—usually 
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about comparatively small matters—
yet leaving God completely out of the 
picture.

Such judgmental people have a 
tendency to “reason around” each 
situation in which they find themselves, 
and are quick to “evaluate” the supposed 
attitudes of other brethren or of the 
ministers dealing with them. When 
they “judge”—using their own human 
reasoning—they are quick to “reason” 
that the other person is wrong. They 
are unable to see their own sin, though 
it is often very apparent to many others 
around them who are witnessing their 
attitudes and their actions. 

Even though these people may 
be in the very Church of God—which 
is doing God’s Work, preaching the 
full Truth and has God’s correct form 
of government—they are unable to 
receive correction. Somehow, they are 
always “right in their own eyes” in every 
situation! Such people do not genuinely 
read and study the book of Proverbs very 
much—at least not applying it directly 
to themselves! They quickly water down 
and forget God’s warning: “There is a 
way that seems right to man, but its end 
is the way of death” (Proverbs 16:25). 
And, in reality, they certainly do not put 
stock in God’s statements to the Apostle 
Paul that God Almighty “put all things 
under His [Christ’s] feet, and gave Him 
to be head over all things to the church” 
(Ephesians 1:22).

Even though minister after 
minister—along with many leading 
brethren—will warn such people and 
such families about how wrong and 
self-willed they are, they continue to 
“justify” themselves, continue to “feel 
sorry” for themselves, continue to get 
their “feelings” hurt and somehow 
reason around the obvious problems 
that they are having with others in the 
Church, with the ministry and with 
Christ Himself—who is the living Head 
of His Church!

Please, dear brethren, think on this. 
Try to be sure that you do not give in 
to this kind of self-pity, or to similar 
attitudes that may ultimately lead to 
rebellion against the Government of 

God. And remember that Christ will 
never put people who engage in such 
carnal “reasonings” in positions of great 
authority in His coming Kingdom, as we 
see by how He dealt with King Saul.  

diSCourageMeNt through 
SiCKNeSS, triaLS aNd triBuLatioNS

As the years continue on in what 
Paul called this “present evil age” 
(Galatians 1:4), more and more trials, 
tests, and tribulations are beginning to 
fall on God’s people. God Himself said 
it would be so. Yet, many people are 
easily discouraged. Some are even ready 
to “give up” unless events move along 
in a relatively smooth manner. So, what 
is the real answer? It is to be sure you 
want eternal life in God’s Kingdom so 
deeply that you can “taste” it! It is to be 
willing to drive yourself, with all your 
heart, toward God’s Kingdom—letting 
nothing get in the way! 

However, being human, even 
some Christians become discouraged 
at times by the kinds of trials, upsets 
and persecutions God has specifically 
prophesied will come upon us. And 
many more of our dear brethren will 
die, even before the Tribulation and the 
most serious persecutions begin. This 
hurts us—and God understands. Yet, 
death is a very important part of life—
and God uses it to teach us how weak 
we are and how much we need a Spirit 
body and eternal life in His Kingdom.

The Apostle Peter warned, “Beloved, 
do not think it strange concerning 
the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened 
to you; but rejoice to the extent that 
you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that 
when His glory is revealed, you may 
also be glad with exceeding joy. If you 
are reproached for the name of Christ, 
blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory 
and of God rests upon you. On their 
part He is blasphemed, but on your 
part He is glorified” (1 Peter 4:12–14).

Certainly, we can expect a definite 
“fiery trial” as this Work grows more 
powerful and terrible accusations are 
hurled against many of us. Before it is 

all over, some will even suffer beatings, 
imprisonment and even death due to 
persecution.

In discussing our salvation, ready 
to be revealed in the “last time,” Peter 
comments, “In this you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while, if need 
be, you have been grieved by various 
trials, that the genuineness of your 
faith, being much more precious than 
gold that perishes, though it is tested 
by fire, may be found to praise, honor, 
and glory at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ” (1 Peter 1:6–7).

As Peter wrote, we know that 
our faith is being tested by fire in all 
these things, that we may be prepared 
to live forever in God’s Kingdom. We 
must be willing to be “all man” or “all 
woman”—genuine soldiers of Christ. 
We must be willing to go through all 
kinds of trials and tests to show Christ 
that we really mean it—that we desire 
with all of our hearts to be in His 
everlasting Kingdom.

Brethren, in all our trials and tests, 
let us dedicate ourselves to deep study 
and fervent prayer, so we will be able to 
say with the Apostle Paul: “In nothing I 
shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, 
as always, so now also Christ will be 
magnified in my body, whether by life 
or by death. For to me, to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:20–
21). Since we in God’s Church have a 
degree of God’s very nature implanted 
within us through His Holy Spirit, how 
much more should we say—as Winston 
Churchill said during England’s darkest 
hour—“Never, never, never, never give 
up”! For if we give up, turn aside, 
or leave the very Church and Work 
of the living God, we are leaving our 
Creator Himself and losing out on the 
magnificent goal set before us—the 
opportunity to fulfill the purpose of 
our very existence, the opportunity to 
become full sons of our Creator.

With Christian love,
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CHURCH NEWS
Anniversaries
Mr. and Mrs. Chris (Helen) Sullins 
of the Thomasville, Georgia, 
congregation celebrated their 65th 
wedding anniversary on July 5. They 
were honored by a reception after 
services. A short DVD showed pictures 
of them with their family from 1947 to 
the present, and cake and punch were 
served. Mr. and Mrs. Sullins have been 
attending God’s Church since 1971.

Mr. and Mrs. John Rodberg of the Ft. 
Lauderdale, Florida, congregation 

celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on June 30. Mr. Rodberg 
is a long-time deacon and he and 
his wife have served in the Church 
for over 40 years. They have been 
involved with the South Florida 
congregation for most of its history. 
More than 100 brethren and guests 
participated in the evening. Guests 
included Mr. Randall Kobernat, 
Mr. Dexter Wakefield, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Wyatt Ciesielka. These three 
men have been pastors of the Ft. 

Lauderdale congregation. It was a 
great evening of good food, lots of 
fellowship and plenty of reminiscing. 

The South Florida brethren also 
rejoiced in a double celebration on 
June 24 of two 50th anniversaries. 
They gathered at the Hilton Hotel in 
Ft. Lauderdale for a very enjoyable 
dinner and dance. It was in June 1962 
that the Church of God established its 
first congregation in south Florida, in 
Miami.

We want to hear more about the happy milestones in the lives of our brethren. If your family has had a birth, 
marriage or major anniversary, please ask your local pastor to send word to the Living Church News, PO Box 3810, 
Charlotte, NC 28227-8010 (or to send e-mail to lcn@lcg.org).

Semi-Annual Offer!
Dr. Meredith’s November “Semi-Annual 

Letter” to Tomorrow’s World subscribers will 

offer a brand-new DVD titled “Claim God’s 

Promises”—a compilation of three Tomorrow’s 

World telecasts.  All Living Church of God 

member households will automatically receive 

a copy; there is no need to request it.
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Mr. and Mrs. Craig (Elizabeth) Jeschke 

of Robinson, Kansas, are pleased to 

announce the birth of their fourth 

child, Sarah Nicole Jeschke, born 

December 5, 2011. She weighed 

7 pounds and was 18 inches long. 

Grandparents are Carl and Barbara 

Mueller and great-grandmother 

is Alvera Glenn. All attend the St. 

Joseph, Missouri congregation.

BirthLegacies and Other Gifts
From time to time, the Church receives requests for information about how to make a current gift to the 
Living Church of God, or a future gift by way of a will or trust or other charitable means. Those desiring 
to receive such information should send their request to the Legal Affairs office at Headquarters. Please 
write to:

Living Church of God
Attn: Legal Affairs
PO Box 3810
Charlotte, NC 28227-8010

You may also write via email to legal@lcg.org. As the laws of different countries vary, most of the 
information available through Legal Affairs will only apply to the United States. However, Legal Affairs 
will furnish as much information as possible. You may also wish to consult with your own financial and 
legal advisors.

Two faithful brothers have completed 
their races in Christ. Mr. John Hesket, 
age 66, of the La Crescenta, California 
congregation died November 30, 2011 
and Mr. Tony Hesket, age 70, of the 
Houston, Texas congregation died 
May 25, 2012. Both came into God’s 
Church in the early 1960s in Kansas. 
Tony attended two years of Ambassador 
College and John graduated from AC in 
1966. John is survived by his wife, Sarah, 
and son, John, Jr. Tony never married. 
They are also survived by aunts, uncles, 
nieces and nephews. Both loved God, His 
way, and their brethren in God’s Church 
very much and both were loved and are 
missed by those who knew them.

Mr. David Calkins, age 72, died March 
19, after being struck by a tree. He was 
a long-time member of the Church 
of God. Mr. Calkins served in the 
U.S. Navy and was a member of the 
Volunteer Fire Department. He is 

survived by Judy, his wife of 47 years, 
eight children and nine grandchildren. 
He will be greatly missed by his family, 
friends, and brethren. Area Pastor 
Daniel Friz conducted the funeral 
service on March 21.

Mrs. Judie Lowe succumbed to cancer 
and died on June 14. She was 68 years 
old.  Mrs. Lowe was a faithful member 
of the Church of God since her baptism 
in 1973. She was ordained a deaconess 
in 1986. After 1990, she worked 
alongside her husband in his ministry. 
Mrs. Lowe was loved by all who knew 
her. She will be remembered for her 
quick smile, compassion, wisdom, 
generosity, love of the brethren and 
commitment to God’s way of life.  She 
is survived by Jack Lowe, her husband 
of 51 years; children Andrea Lamm 
(Jeff), Deke Lowe (Kelly), Vince Lowe 
(Lori) and Johnny Lowe (Melissa); 11 
grandchildren; 2 great-grandchildren; 

and a host of other family members and 
friends. Mr. Richard Ames conducted 
her funeral service and Mr. Jack Lowe 
delivered the eulogy.

Mrs. Mary Neal Joiner, age 77, of the 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana congregation 
died peacefully at her home on June 23. 
She had long suffered health problems 
and most recently from cancer as well. But 
she maintained a positive attitude and 
knew that God works all things for 
our good. Mrs. Joiner is survived by 
daughters Doris Milton, Rebecca Horton 
and husband Danny, Janet Verdun and 
husband Curtis, and Alicea Nicholas 
and husband Mark; son Clarence and 
wife Linda; 11 grandchildren and 12 
great-grandchildren.  Mrs. Joiner was 
baptized into God’s Church in 1985 
and the brethren who have known her 
through the years are among those who 
miss her quiet and gentle manner and her 
unfailing smile.

In Loving Memory
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The above is adapted from one of the many commentaries, discussing vital topics facing our world, available at the 
www.lcg.org and www.tomorrowsworld.org Web sites.

Courage for the Journey

www.lcg.org

In 1839, a want ad appeared in a New York newspaper: 
“Wanted: a few good men to train for a dangerous, low pay, 
weather-exposed assignment.” Applicants would need to 
leave behind their former walks of life and become expert 
horsemen. The agency that placed the ad was swamped 
with replies, but not every applicant proved to be up to 
the challenge. Many were called, but ultimately—as the 
ad indicated—relatively few were chosen. Thus the Pony 
Express was formed.

In a like manner, God has been calling people to train 
for positions in His coming Kingdom. These people are to 
be converted from their carnal human nature. As part of that 
process, they must face trials and build the holy and righteous 
character of God. Christian life becomes for them a duty and 
a journey, and those who take to the path become pilgrims—
travelers who are often in danger, and who are often alone 
but for the few others on the path. Their journey requires 
time and effort, and “riders” often need many years to reach 
their goal.

Christian life requires certain physical changes—keeping 
God’s commandments, arranging our lifestyles in harmony 
with God’s commands—but those changes are only the 
beginning. Jesus Christ required mental and spiritual change 
(Matthew 5:21–30; Philippians 4:2–6)! Pony Express riders 
took an oath to do their duties faithfully, and Christians 
similarly make a covenant with God to give up their lives to 
follow Christ (Luke 14:26–33). That covenant, once taken at 

baptism, is binding. And, just as a Pony Express rider made 
the commitment to finish his route, the Christian calling 
requires even greater commitment, in preparation for an 
even greater responsibility, as those who overcome in this life 
will—in the soon-coming Millennium—rule in the Kingdom 
of God under Jesus Christ, a reward that will accompany 
the gift of eternal life (Revelation 5:9–10; 14:4). Christians 
must remain faithful to the end. And the effort is worth it! 
“I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little 
children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matthew 18:3). 

To succeed, Pony Express riders needed tremendous 
courage. And, in order to persist faithfully en route to their 
reward, so do Christians: “And let us not grow weary while 
doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not 
lose heart” (Galatians 6:9). The Christian life requires self-
examination: “Am I thinking like God, or am I trying to 
make God think like me?” Just as a Pony Express rider 
needed to stay on the right path to reach the destination, 
Christians need to be sure they are truly in the faith (1 
Corinthians 11:28).

Did the Pony Express riders sometimes wonder whether 
their job was worth the risks? Perhaps, but for many the 
answer was a resounding “yes”—and their hard work and 
dedication made the organization famous. Is God calling you 
to take a journey?

—Charles Knowlton


