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Why a Council of Elders?

Dear Brethren,

Dr. Roderick C. Meredith wisely established a Council of Elders
for the Living Church of God to discuss a variety of subjects
that concern the Church. We often discuss how better to do the
‘Work, how better to serve the members, and how to understand
prophecy more clearly as we draw closer to the end of the age.

The tone of the council has always been the same. Dr.
Meredith set an example of respecting the council members,
and we respected him. I can happily report that the same
mutual respect continues to the present. Does that mean that
we all view every topic through the same eyes? The answer is
found in a simple question: If everyone thought exactly the
same on every topic, why would there be a need for a council?
Or, as U.S. General George S. Patton put it, “If everyone is
thinking alike, then somebody isn’t thinking.”

Dr. Meredith was not the first to see the wisdom in having
a council, as Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong had one before him.
Gathering a multitude of counsel is a biblical admonition and
an expression of God’s very character. “Where there is no
counsel, the people fall; but in the multitude of counselors
there is safety” (Proverbs 11:14). We also read that, “Without
counsel, plans go awry, but in the multitude of counselors they
are established” (Proverbs 15:22).

Our council is composed of members from different
backgrounds with different talents. Some have greater tech-
nical knowledge, others have greater wisdom in how to use
knowledge, and some are more familiar with ethnic customs
that differ from those of Western culture. Concerning the
importance of the last of those examples, if we discuss, say,
proper attire for Sabbath services, it is critical to understand
how “dressing up” is different in different cultures. “Anything
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goes” is not the mind of Christ, and Matthew 22:11-12 shows
that certain standards are expected to be upheld. Appropriate
attire in America or Britain is not the same today as it was in
Jesus’ day, but every civilized culture has standards of deco-
rum that must be maintained. Having men familiar with the
different cultures within the Church today helps us communi-
cate those standards with grace and clarity.

We discussed a wide range of topics during our May 2019
Council of Elders meetings, and there is one area of discus-
sion that I particularly want to share with you. We talked with
each other at length on the “70 Weeks Prophecy” of Daniel 9,
atopic we have discussed numerous times over several years.
We have traditionally understood the 70 weeks to begin with
the decree of Artaxerxes in 457 B.C. From that time until the
coming of the Messiah there would be a total of 69 weeks,
meaning that Christ began His ministry in 27 A.D. (Each week
has seven days, given the “day for a year” principle of proph-
ecy—and remember that you must add one year when going
from B.C. to A.D., as there is no year zero.)

The meaning of verse 27 is a bit more ambiguous. Is the
subject here the Messiah or the Roman prince, both of whom
are mentioned in verse 26? Or is this an example of prophetic
duality?

One of the purposes of the 70th week was to fulfill the
purposes stated in verse 24, including “mak[ing] reconcilia-
tion for iniquity.” This was accomplished during the first half
of the 70th week by Christ’s sacrifice at the end of His three-
and-a-half-year ministry, and this has been the teaching of
God’s Church for decades. The last three purposes of verse 24
were not fulfilled in the first half of the 70th week, but will be
fulfilled during the second half (three-and-a-half years) of the
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70th week, which begins with the Second Coming (Revelation
11:15). The purposes of the 70th week are clearly stated in
Daniel 9:24. We recognize that there will be a transition pe-
riod, during which the ruling Jesus Christ puts down His ene-
mies and establishes the New Covenant with Israel and Judah
(Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8:8-13; Hebrews 10:16-17). In
the Millennium, the Messiah will anoint the “Most Holy,” or—
as the Hebrew indicates—the “Most Holy Place.”

Verse 26 introduces a “prince who is to come.” This is not
the Messiah, but one who destroys “the city and the sanctu-
ary.” So when verse 27 says that “he shall confirm a covenant
with many for one week; but in the middle of the week He
shall bring an end to sacrifice
and offering,” it is not clear
whether this refers to Christ,
who was cut off in the mid-
dle of the week, ending the
need for animal sacrifices, or
whether it refers to a prince
who makes a seven-year
agreement with the Jews, which is broken after three-and-a-
half years. Note that the capitalization of the pronouns—“he”
and “He”—provide no clues; the original Hebrew did not pos-
sess capital letters, so those differences only reflect the inter-
pretations of the translators.

A strong case can be made for either opinion, or for a
combination of the two, which would be duality. The ques-
tion has always been this: Is the Messiah or the prince the
antecedent of “he” in verse 27? (An antecedent is an earlier
word or phrase to which a pronoun refers.) Who is it that
brings an end to sacrifice and offering?

We understand that Jesus’ ministry lasted about three-
and-a-half years, half of a prophetic week. Jesus was cut off in
the middle of the week—that is clear! However, the wording
of Daniel 9:27 appears on the surface to refer to the prince,
possibly referring to his cutting off of the sacrifices that are
prophesied to be restarted and stopped before Christ’s return
(Daniel 12:11; Mark 13:14). It is possible that both the prince
and the Messiah are intended—a duality in prophecy—but
this is far from certain.
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We understand that Jesus' ministry
lasted about three-and-a-half years, half
of a prophetic week. Jesus was cut off in

the middle of the week—that is clear!

Determining which understanding is correct is not
as simple as it appears. There are numerous examples in
Scripture where the antecedent of a pronoun is not always
clear without investigation.

Take Exodus 34:28 as one example. “So he [Moses] was
there with the LorD forty days and forty nights; he [Moses]
neither ate bread nor drank water. And He [?] wrote on the
tablets the words of the covenant.” Who wrote them— God
or Moses? The immediate antecedent is clearly Moses, but
the translators capitalized “He.” Why? Verse one of this
chapter clarifies what otherwise would be an enigma. “And
the LORD said to Moses, ‘Cut two tablets of stone like the first
ones, and I [God] will write
on [them]...”” Without this
clarification, we could have a
lively discussion about who
wrote on the tablets!

Hebrews 12:17 contains
a similar example: “For you
know that afterward, when
he [Esau] wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he
found no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently
with tears.” Some think the antecedent of “it” is “repentance,”
indicating that poor Esau diligently and tearfully sought repen-
tance—but that is not correct. The antecedent for “it” in this
case is the blessing. How do we know? Read Genesis 27:32-38.

A full discussion of Daniel 9:27 would require more at-
tention than I can give here, but this is the point the Council
and I want to convey: Many in both the Church and the world
look for the countdown to the return of Christ to begin with
a seven-year peace treaty (though the scripture does not say
“peace treaty” but “a covenant”). Bible commentaries and
many evangelicals are looking for this, but Daniel tells us that
only the wise (those who keep God’s law) will understand
(Daniel 12:10). Those looking specifically for a seven-year
treaty may be wrong. Jesus instructed us to watch for the
events He gave in the Olivet prophecy, and one of those events
is the abomination of desolation being set up, as spoken of by
Daniel (Matthew 24:15; Daniel 12:11).

WHY A COUNCIL OF ELDERS? continues on page 27
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| Was Wrong!

EDITORIAL ., c.oii e weston

ore than two decades ago, my wife and
I went through a severe trial. It was the
only time in my life that I lost weight
because of stress—about eight pounds
in three weeks, which was significant as I was lean and
trim at the time. Sometime later, I heard with my own
ears from a surgeon that stress was the source of the
health problems my wife was experiencing at the time.

Ministers are used to abuse from some members.
That may shock you, but it is true, and often it comes
from the very people you spend the most time and
energy trying to help. I remember the letter I received
from one man whom I had made every effort to help
that began something like this: “I never liked you. You
never helped me or my family. You only did anything
for us because you felt obligated.” And believe me, the
letter went downhill from there!

On another occasion, I received a letter from a
former associate pastor decades after we had worked
together. He had various complaints against me, in-
cluding instances that I couldn’t remember. Now, I
could understand why he might be upset about some
situations, even though I had offered him correction for
legitimate reasons, but for the most part it was stuff he
should have gotten over long ago. What was interesting
was that he put no return address on the letter; he did
not want a reply. He simply wanted to “get it off his
chest,” perhaps as a form of therapy.

Frankly, I have made many mistakes over the years
that I would like to forget, and I am thankful our Creator
is full of mercy and quick to forgive. But in general,
have a clear conscience regarding the above-mentioned
circumstances, knowing the facts as they were.

We Are Not Alone

In January 2014, the clergy in the United Church of
Canada, a merger of Protestant denominations that
dates to 1925, formed a union. The Toronto Star, the
second-largest circulation newspaper in Canada as of
2017, reported the following:

The goal of the newly created professional asso-
ciation, called Unifaith, is to give faith workers,
their family members, student ministers and
retirees, acommon voice. In addition to fighting

for job security for clergy and other paid em-
ployees, the new union plans to help combat the
bullying, and in some cases physical assaults, of
clergy by members of congregations or outsid-
ers.... In addition, many United Church clergy
have complained about being overworked,
another issue the future union plans to address
(“United Church of Canada clergy form their
own union,” January 21, 2014).

This is rather shocking considering how hard the
ministry works in the Living Church of God. Also, I do
not consider that the criticism we sometimes encounter
rises to the level of bullying or physical assaults. The point
is that we all see matters from our own perspective, and
life and work in the ministry is not always exactly what
some members may imagine it is. Children often think a
parent cannot understand them, but children have never
experienced parenthood, whereas every parent has been
a child. In the same way—though I am by no means com-
paring members with children—all of us in the ministry
have been lay members. We also have those in authority
over us, and all of us, members and ministers alike, must
answer to the Supreme Authority in our lives.

So, where is this heading? Let me return to the open-
ing paragraph of this editorial. While I had made many
mistakes over the more than two decades I had been in
the ministry at the time, I think I had a respectable repu-
tation among most members and those over me. But then,
after being transferred to a new assignment, my wife and
I suddenly faced several accusations that were sent to the
headquarters of the Church. One was that we “didn’t show
enough love.” Whether true or not—and I assert that it
was untrue—how does one defend himself against such an
accusation? There were also three or four accusations that
were totally false and could easily be proven so.

This was when the Worldwide Church of God was
breaking down, and—as I have often said—when love
is pitted against law, it is time to head for cover. The
result of these accusations was that I was considered
guilty regardless of the facts, at least those that could be
verified one way or the other.

Some people look back on past events and learn,
while others self-justify and frame their account of what
happened to favor themselves. Enduring false accusa-
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tions from members is something every minister must learn
to accept, but when those “over you” carelessly pronounce you
guilty when the clear evidence shows otherwise, it is another
matter. I must confess it took both Carol and me a good three
years to get past what happened, and only after we had left that
organization due to the total apostasy taking place.

Even while talking to Dr. Meredith and Mr. Carl McNair
about joining with them to do the Work, I mentioned briefly
what happened and told them I would never again take such
treatment sitting down. But I was wrong,.

Two Important Lessons

I was wrong—not because anything similar has occurred
since, but because my attitude disagreed with scriptural
instruction. Peter taught, “For this is commendable, if be-
cause of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering
wrongfully. For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for
your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good
and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable
before God. For to this you
were called, because Christ
also suffered for us, leaving
us an example, that you
should follow His steps” (1
Peter 2:19-21).

Those are powerful
words—words that are easy
toread, easy to understand,
yet difficult to practice on
any level. How easily they roll
off our tongues, but those words do not always reflect what
comes out of our hearts! At that time, instead of comprehend-
ing what Peter instructed and what our Savior did, I discov-
ered how many other men and women had similar experi-
ences. Something Dr. Winnail recently said certainly applied
in our case: “Disgruntled people find disgruntled people.”

That was one lesson I had to learn, and it came only af-
ter I had a change in direction. Once I was focused again on
preaching the Gospel, the anger subsided, and I could see
more clearly. Then I was able to forget those things which
were behind and look to those things which are ahead.

The second lesson came as a result of learning the first.
Only then was I able to evaluate what had happened with a
fresh perspective. I know in my heart that most of the prob-
lem was not me, but I could finally admit to myself and to God
that I could have handled the matter better. Yes, I was part of
the problem. I cannot say whether my part was 10 percent, 15
percent, or 2 percent, but I at least had to take responsibility
for my own shortcomings.

I drew several conclusions from this kind of situation.
First,  needed to internalize Peter’s message about endur-
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ing wrongful suffering. Second, I needed to commit myself
to never becoming bitter over someone else’s wrongdoing.
Perhaps I will be corrected wrongfully, but that does not
mean the person doing so has evil intent. Yet even if he does,
Peter instructs us in the way to handle these things. I had

to conclude that as long as those over me are God’s true, if
imperfect, servants, I must submit to that authority. After
all, following baptism, I had hands laid upon me. I had vol-
untarily admitted, even if I did not fully understand it at the
time, that I was placing myself under imperfect authority in
the Church. God tells wives that they are to “submit to their
husbands in everything.” What husband is perfect? What
minister is perfect? Both husbands and ministers make
many mistakes, and we must learn in both cases to be pa-
tient and to forgive.

A minister’s mistakes come in many forms. We some-
times speak unwisely, even offensively. See the third chapter
of James’ letter, where he warns us not to covet becoming a
teacher of the truth: “For we all stumble in many things. If
anyone does not stumble in
word, he is a perfect man,
able also to bridle the whole
body” (vv.1-2). Christ warns
us about offending “little
ones”—those who are new to
the faith, lacking experience
or wisdom (Matthew 18:6).
Some are quick to quote
this, but is this the scripture
alongtime member should
apply to himself? Or rather, should he not look to another
verse: “Great peace have those who love Your law, and noth-
ing causes them to stumble,” or as it says in the King James
Version, “and nothing shall offend them” (Psalm 119:165).

Itis my hope, dear brethren, that you can learn from my
experience. There is the easy way to learn and the hard way
to learn. One leads to life and the other can ultimately lead
to death. As Paul instructs us, “Pursue peace with all people,
and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: look-
ing carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest
any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this
many become defiled” (Hebrews 12:14-15).

Dual Responsibility
Both those in authority and those under authority must learn
to get along. This is not always possible, as Paul admits, but
he shows that we must do our part from the heart. “Be of the
same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high
things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your
own opinion. Repay no one evil for evil.... If it is possible, as

| WAS WRONG! continues on page 27
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By Rod McNair

oes the book of Ecclesiastes say life is worthless?

Some people think so. Perhaps you have thought

that. After all, in just the second verse of the

book, Solomon made this famous statement:
““Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher; ‘Vanity of vanities, all
is vanity’” (Ecclesiastes 1:2). It can appear that Solomon had
given up any hope of finding real meaning in life. But is that
the point of the book of Ecclesiastes?

Itis worth asking and answering that question for our-
selves, because we, too, struggle through life’s ups and downs.
Are you sometimes troubled with discouragement and de-
pression? Do you wrestle—maybe even as you read these
words—with anxiety and even despair? If so, you need to take
asecond look at Ecclesiastes. It can give you more encourage-
ment than you may have realized.

Solomon had much to say about the frustrations of life
in the flesh, and the despair that can come when we focus too
much on the physical. Frankly, Ecclesiastes is ideally suited
for our time, for we live in an age and generation obsessed
with material comforts, yet perplexed that real happiness
seems always beyond our grasp.

Truly, without God at the center of everything we do,
our lives do become meaningless and hopeless. But with God
at the center of our focus, our lives become an exhilarating
adventure preparing us for an awesome future. That is the
meaning of the book of Ecclesiastes. Let’s look at several spe-
cific messages Ecclesiastes teaches us about finding value and
purpose in our lives.

God Meant for Us to Be Happy

Many of us suffer from depression or discouragement. Some
torture themselves with questions: Am I doing enough? I's God
pleased with me? What does He think of me?

Do we believe God wants us to be happy?

What does Ecclesiastes say about enjoying life? “Nothing
is better for a man than that he should eat and drink, and that
his soul should enjoy good in his labor. This also, I saw, was
from the hand of God” (Ecclesiastes 2:24).

Clearly, Solomon was explaining that when we have the
right focus—pleasing God and walking with Him—real hap-
piness and contentment are well within our reach! If we have
the right perspective, then eating, drinking, and our daily la-
bor are not ends in themselves, but only the means to an end.
Physical life is the mechanism God uses to train us to be like
Him. It is the laboratory He’s using to teach us to think beyond
ourselves—to serve Him and serve our neighbor. That mindset
brings joy and contentment, even in the midst of trials.

God wants us to be happy. Jesus Christ emphasized that
in John 10:10: “I have come that they may have life, and that
they may have it more abundantly.” He wants us to inherit
eternal life, but He also wants us to find joy in the process of
getting there! When Jesus said this, He was echoing what He
had inspired Solomon to write almost a thousand years ear-
lier: “I know that nothing is better for them than to rejoice,
and to do good in their lives, and also that every man should
eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his labor—it is the gift
of God” (Ecclesiastes 3:12-13).

Would you like to experience more joy in your life? Talk
to God about it. Ask Him to pour out the “oil of gladness”
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more fully in your life (Psalm 45:7). Joy is a fruit of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22). Even in trials, we can have deep content-
ment and joy when we sense that God is there and guiding our
every step.

If we are chronically unhappy, we may need to meditate
on and tap more deeply into what God is doing in our lives
and submit ourselves to Him in every possible way. We must
decide that we want to think differently. As former American
President Abraham Lincoln famously said, “Most folks are
about as happy as they make up their minds to be.”

It is God’s desire for us to enjoy life. It is His will that we
see life as a gift, an adventure, and a challenge we can brave
with His help. With His help, we can optimistically choose to
face life as an opportunity for learning and growth, even in
the midst of troubles.

Consumption Is Not the Goal in Life

One definition of consumerism is “the preoccupation of soci-
ety with the acquisition of consumer goods.” That really does
describe the lives of many in our day. How much does that
describe us?

The Life Squared website once estimated that each of
us is exposed to 1,600 commercial messages of one sort or
another each day, when one considers all of the brand-name
labels, tag lines, billboards, Facebook ads, etc.—and that was
adecade ago (“The problem with consumerism,” lifesquared.
org.uk, 2009). Marketers have only gotten more ambitious
since. No wonder our minds are so filled with thoughts of our
“needs” for new or different clothes, phones, cars, furniture,
or even homes. Advertisers fill our lives with never-ending
messages, both subtle and explicit, about why we “need” all
these items—and fast!

Frankly, our whole modern economy is built to encourage
us to consume. And our consumption—buying new items and
discarding the old—keeps the economy going. So, in a very lit-
eral sense, we have come to the point where many leaders of
industry, business, and government only see ordinary citizens
as cogs in the wheel that keep the cycle of production and
consumption going. Why else would we be widely encouraged
by the “system” around us to spend rather than save?

If we are not careful, we can begin to view our lives
largely in terms of being a consumer, because consumption is
what we spend so much of our time and focus on! But life is so
much more than just becoming an expert at comparing prod-
ucts and relishing a good purchase.

Frankly, Solomon went through a similar exercise almost
3,000 years ago. He had practically unlimited resources and
access to virtually whatever his heart desired. He became the
ultimate consumer! He enjoyed alcohol and entertainment
(Ecclesiastes 2:3), built houses and vineyards (v. 4), planted
gardens and orchards (v. 5), installed pools (v. 6), acquired
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servants and vast herds and flocks (v. 7), and sought after
unusual artistic treasures (v. 8). He went so far as to say,
“Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I did
not withhold my heart from any pleasure, for my heart re-
joiced in all my labor” (v. 10).

But what was the result of his consumerism? “Then I
looked on all the works that my hands had done and on the
labor in which I had toiled; and indeed all was vanity [i.e.,
pointlessly temporary] and grasping for the wind.... Therefore
I hated life.... Then I hated all my labor...” (vv. 11,17-18).

Let’s make sure consumption does not become an obses-
sion in our lives. Instead, let’s use the blessings that God has
given us to serve Him and serve each other. Otherwise, our
work will be nothing more than a futile “grasping after wind.”

One Generation Must Teach the Next
If getting off the consumption “merry-go-round” is hard
for us, it is even harder for our children. They have less life
experience and are less likely to see through societal manipu-
lation and peer pressure. As parents and mentors to the next
generation, it is up to us to show them how to master their
surroundings and not let their surroundings master them!
Author Katrina Kenison explained this in her book Mitten
Strings for God: Reflections for Mothers in a Hurry: “We are
living in a consumer society that revolves around instant
gratification. We shop for recreation and spend and buy
things we don’t really need. But unless we want our chil-
dren to perpetuate this kind of materialism, we must
show them another way” (p. 66, emphasis added).

Solomon definitely recognized his responsibility to pass
on important lessons to the next generation. That’s why
Ecclesiastes was written! And that’s why it contains an honest
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and open account of the results of choices in life. Our youth
need parents and mentors who also pass on life’s lessons.
They need someone to help them see beyond the advertise-
ments and commercial messages. Notice what Solomon tells
young people: “Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let
your heart cheer you in the
days of your youth; walk

If we are chronically unhappy, we may

than the day of one’s birth.” This scripture would be terribly
depressing if it weren’t for its underlying truth. What does
Solomon mean? The day of death brings the end of our race. It
represents finishing our course. It means our preparation and
training are completed, and we are ready to graduate to glo-
rified spirit life! The day
of one’s death represents

in the ways of your heart, . the day that God says,

and in the sight of your need to meditate on and tap more deep|y “You are ready to be in My
eyes;butkn(.)wth‘atforall into What GOd is doing in our “VGS and famllyforever!”We rightly
these God will bring you mourn when a friend or

into judgment. Therefore
remove sorrow from your
heart, and put away evil
from your flesh, for child-
hood and youth are vanity
[temporary]” (Ecclesiastes 11:9-10).

Solomon encourages the young to have fun! Enjoy life!
Set some goals and strive to accomplish them. See life as an
adventure to relish and experience. But always remember,
this is not the end. The first half of chapter 12 is devoted to ex-
horting young people to “Remember now your Creator in the
days of your youth” (Ecclesiastes 12:1) Why? Because youth is
fleeting and old age will come soon enough! Before you know
it, you’ll be confronted by a time when “the keepers of the
house tremble... the grinders [or teeth] cease because they
are few, and those that look through the windows grow dim”
(v. 3). And you’ll also come face to face with having to give an
account of how you spent your life.

Those of us who are older need to set the example. Are
we living this way ourselves? Are we exercising self-re-
straint, learning from our mistakes, and growing to be more
like Christ? Or are we just criticizing young people and not
showing a different way ourselves? These lessons apply to
all of us. Jesus said, “Take heed and beware of covetousness,
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things
he possesses” (Luke 12:15). It’s the same message as that of
Ecclesiastes, and it applies to all of us, young and old.

God’s Plan Brings Meaning and
Fulfillment to Our Lives
We live a carnal, fleshly existence. Our life is “here today and
gone tomorrow.” James explains that, asking, “For what is
your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and
then vanishes away” (James 4:14). We will not live forever in
the flesh. Physical life by itself is vain—it is temporary. But
that doesn’t mean it should be spiritually, mentally, or emo-
tionally empty and worthless! If we are walking with God and
embracing His plan for us, that makes all the difference.
Notice what Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 7:1: “A good
name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death

submit ourselves to Him in every possible
way. We must decide that we want
to think differently.

loved one dies. But at the
same time, what Solomon
is saying should greatly
encourage us—he’s talking
about living for eternity!

In Ecclesiastes 3:11, Solomon wrote, “It is beautiful how
God has done everything at the right time. He has put a sense
of eternity in people’s minds. Yet, mortals still can’t grasp
what God is doing from the beginning to the end of time”
(GOD’S WORD Translation). God promises us something we
cannot quite comprehend—eternal life in His Kingdom! And
His timing as He leads us to that Kingdom is always perfect.

Is Ecclesiastes a bitter, desperate book about hopelessness?
Absolutely not! It explains that after the end of physical life, we
will have the opportunity to step into eternity. That is the mes-
sage of the book of Ecclesiastes. In conveying that message, the
book offers specific warnings of how not to get caught up in the
traps of the material world. As Solomon concluded, “Let us hear
the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His com-
mandments, for this is man’s all” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).

We are given this life as an opportunity to prepare for eter-
nallife, and every day is a new day. No matter what failures we
had yesterday, we can try again today. No matter what failures
we had last week, this can be the beginning of a new week. No
matter what frustrations we had last year, the Holy Days can
serve as times to reevaluate, recharge, refocus, and forge ahead.

Life wasn’t created to be meaningless. We weren’t made
to be unhappy. We weren’t made for the sum total of our life
to be merely 70 years of consumption. God created us to re-
late to Him, walk with Him, talk with Him, and—at the end of
physical life—to step into an eternal relationship with Him
upon our resurrection and glorification.

Yes, this life is temporary. The flesh truly is vanity, mean-
ing “here today and gone tomorrow.” But there is a big pur-
pose for each day we draw breath. Let’s view every day as a
gift to be cherished and valued. Let’s impart that mindset to
our children, so they know how important they are to God. He
loves them and wants them to be happy. And let’s make sure
we are using this temporary life to prepare for our awesome,
eternal future with God. @



Jury Duty:
The Church’s Perspective

-
)

Editor’s Note: Here at Headquarters, we have recently received word from a number of members in the
United States concerning jury duty service requests, and we thought it would be a wonderful time to reprint
this helpful article written by the late John Ogwyn. Even apart from jury duty, Mr. Ogwyn’s article covers
material that is of spiritual benefit to anyone seeking to live God’s way of life, and we hope you find it helpful!
This article is included in the Living Church of God’s information packet concerning jury duty—a collection
of articles, legal cases, and instructions designed to help members navigate the challenges that come with
handling a U.S. jury summons. The packet is available upon request, both from your pastor and from

Headquarters.

By John H. Ogwyn (1949-2005)

y wife and I pulled into our driveway late

one Sunday afternoon, coming home from a

Church trip. I took our mail from the mailbox,

and as I quickly sorted through it, alarge yel-
low notice leaped out at me. With dismay, I realized that I had
been summoned for jury duty. To make matters even worse,
the summons date was Monday, June 3—the opening day of the
Living Youth Preteen Camp in Texas, which I was directing.

Carefully, I scrutinized the notice to see if I could check
some box that would give me an excuse or an exemption. No,
Iwould not be able to get out of it that easily. “Why couldn’t it
have been my wife?” I thought. My wife is a Canadian citizen,
and therefore ineligible to sit on a jury in the United States.

If she had received the notice, she could have simply checked
the box indicating that she was a non-citizen and mailed it
back for an automatic exemption.

Traditionally in the United States, each county’s roster
of those called for jury duty was selected from its rolls of reg-
istered voters. Because of lawsuits during the last couple of
decades, this roster is now made up from those with driver’s
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licenses. Even so, most jurisdictions maintain a wide variety
of categories of people who hold a valid driver’s license but
are exempt from jury duty. In the county where I live, for
example, those over 70 years old, those with young children
at home, and those who are full-time students may claim
exemption. Non-citizens and convicted felons, too, are ineli-
gible for jury duty. Everyone who does not fit into one of the
court-approved exemptions is required to appear in court at
the appointed time. The jury duty notice is a legal summons,
and failure to appear could potentially result in arrest.

At this point, I had two concerns. One was my general
objection to jury service based on religious convictions. The
other was that I was required to appear in court at the same
time I needed to be at a Church camp, about 200 miles south
of the court where I was to appear. After praying about the
matter and thinking it over for a couple of days, I decided to
call the District Clerk’s office at the phone number listed on
the summons and request a later date for jury duty. I talked
to a secretary, and after explaining that we had a Church
youth camp going on that week, I asked if it would be possi-
ble to change the date of my jury summons. She was quick to
accommodate, and offered me a choice of several alternative
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dates, one of which I selected. I would need to appear in
about six weeks.

This brings to mind the first important lesson I have
learned in dealing with a jury summons: Talking to the sec-
retary was not the time to discuss my religious objections
to jury duty. She could do nothing about that, but she could
handle routine excuses or time changes. If you have a routine
excuse for an exemption, you may find it best simply to use
it, even though you also have a religious objection. In Texas,
only the judge can grant an excuse for religious reasons, so I
concluded that there was no point in confusing the secretary
in the Clerk’s office and perhaps risking having my routine
request for a later date sidelined.

Of course, the later date only postponed the inevitable. I
was still required to appear in court and explain why I could
not sit on a jury. During the ensuing month, I gave a lot of
thought to the reasons why I should not sit on a jury and pass
judgment. I did not know how much explanation I would
be asked to give, or what kind of attitude to expect from the
judge. Church members over the years have sought exemp-
tion from jury service based upon their religious beliefs, even
though most states’ statutes do not recognize religious belief
as avalid cause for exemption. Federal courts, however, have
upheld religious exemptions as valid, and the Church Legal
Affairs Office can provide you with its “Jury Duty Exemption
Request” form, including details of how to substantiate your
claim of religious exemption and the steps to follow. Area
Pastors also have access to these forms from the “Church
Administration” area of the Member Resources website.

While many have been excused from jury service for re-
ligious reasons over the years, I wonder how many members
have really understood what the “big deal” is regarding jury
duty. Is it wrong to serve on a jury? If so, why? Can you prove
your reasons from the Bible? Scripture enjoins us to be ready
to give an answer to those who ask concerning the hope that
lies within us (1 Peter 3:15).

We Are Ambassadors for Christ

Members of the Church of God have traditionally avoided
participation in the military and political affairs of society.
This has not only been an issue in our day, but has also been
the historic position of the Church, traced back to the first
century. What are some of the reasons for this?

When Jesus Christ was on trial for His life before the
Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, He told Pilate that His
Kingdom was not “of this world.” Christ went on to add that if
it were, His servants would fight to deliver Him from the Jews
(John 18:36). Jesus came as the advance emissary of a coming
world-ruling government. Because of that, neither He nor His
disciples took part in the political and military affairs of this
world’s governments. Jesus would not stir His followers to

form an army to fight for His Kingdom, as did so-called “mes-
siahs” that arose among the Jews from time to time. Those
false messiahs represented political factions among the
Jewish community, though factions with very strong religious
overtones. The coming government that Jesus proclaimed

is far different. It will not depend on the success of human
efforts, but rather it will be established by the supreme power
of the God of Heaven, and it will sweep away all puny human
governments when the time comes (cf. Daniel 7:14).

The Apostle Paul explained in Philippians 3:20 that a
Christian’s citizenship is in Heaven. Our primary allegiance
and devotion must be to the Kingdom of God, not to the earthly
government under whose rule we temporarily reside. We are,
in fact, ambassadors for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20). An am-
bassador is an official emissary of one government to another.
We are, in that sense, to represent God’s coming Kingdom
properly in the midst of whatever human society we live in. It is
proper that we should love our native land, and if we are living
a Christian life, we will be productive, law-abiding inhabitants
of the land in which we reside. In addition, we should show re-
spect and honor to our government and pray for its officials. We
must obey the laws of society—unless, of course, they directly
contradict God’s law—and pay our taxes (Romans 13:1-7).
However, all of this being said, we cannot be part of this world
and its ways. This includes not being a part of its political and
judicial systems. Jesus Christ refused to judge a secular matter,
and He is our example (Luke 12:13-14).

Notice the record preserved by the noted historian Edward
Gibbon. Writing of the early Christians, he observed that
“Christians felt and confessed that such institutions [worldly
governments] might be necessary for the present system of
the world, and they cheerfully submitted to the authority of
their Pagan governors. But, while they inculcated the maxims
of passive obedience, they refused to take any active part in the
civil administration or the military defense of the empire” (The
Triumph of Christendom in the Roman Empire, p. 41).

Judging with Righteous Judgment

While Christians are not to take part in the military and po-
litical affairs of this world’s governments, the question of jury
duty raises other issues as well. Some have pointed to the
Apostle Paul’s statement in 1 Corinthians 6:2: “Do you not
know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world
will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest
matters?” Does this verse prove that Christians should sit

on juries and render judgment in certain secular disputes
here and now? No. Notice the context of this verse. Paul is
addressing the issue of Christians taking other Christians to
worldly courts in order to resolve disputes. He points out the
utter absurdity of those who are preparing to judge the world
under Christ not being able to resolve disputes with one an-
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other within the Church. It holds Christianity up to ridicule
from the outside when fellow believers are “slugging it out” in
worldly courts. In context, this has nothing to do with believ-
ers sitting in judgment of unbelievers.

There is another very important but often overlooked
aspect of this issue. After the first resurrection, when true
Christians sit on thrones exercising judgment as part of God’s
government, what criteria for judgment will they use? The
Bible is very clear that our judgment in those days will be
based upon the same standard that should guide Christians’
hearts and minds right now— God’s laws as revealed in the
Bible (Isaiah 2:3-4).

Isaiah 11 gives fur-
ther information about
judgment in God’s
Kingdom, telling us
that the Messiah will
not make His decisions
based only upon what
things look like or what
He has heard. Rather,
Isaiah tells us that He
will judge the whole
world with righteousness
(v.4). What is righteous-
ness? Psalm 119:172 thunders that all of God’s command-
ments are righteousness. Righteous judgment must be based
upon the revealed word of God. When we judge the world
under Jesus Christ, we will judge the world in righteousness!
When we make judgments in our personal lives, or are in-
volved in seeking to settle disputes between brethren, we are
to use exactly the same criteria. God’s word defines right and
wrong, and tells us how to draw proper distinctions.

Righteousness and faithfulness will be hallmarks of the
way that God will administer His government. Decisions
will be made with equity—utter fairness (Isaiah 11:4). As
Christians, we need to be developing this understanding
and approach as part of our character. Serving on ajuryina
worldly court will bring us into conflict with these principles.

“How can that possibly be?” you may wonder. “Don’t
mankind’s courts seek jurors who strive to be fair and just?”
Certainly, most judges would say that they want jurors who
can be fair and impartial and can render a just verdict. That
sounds good, but we need to realize that there is more in-
volved than what might appear at first glance. For instance,
when I found myself sitting in a courtroom as part of the jury
pool and receiving instructions from the judge about what
was required of us, most of it sounded good on the surface.
As court officials explained the procedures, we were told that
our decision was to be made based on what we heard in court.
The court expected us to render our decision based upon the
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When true Christians sit on thrones exercising
judgment as part of God's government, what
criteria for judgment will they use? The Bible is
very clear that our judgment in those days will
be based upon the same standard that should
guide Christians' hearts and minds right
now—God's laws as revealed in the Bible.

instructions the judge would give us regarding the law. We
were admonished that we must only consider as facts those
matters admitted into evidence in court.

There are problems with this procedure, however. To
begin with, a juror will not be privy to all of the facts of a case.
In many instances, the opposing lawyers will have already
made efforts to have the judge disallow some information the
other side seeks to present. Both sides are seeking to win the
case for their clients, so each will only emphasize those points
that support their side’s case. If, using some legal technicality,
they are able to prevent the other side from revealing to the
jury certain facts that
would damage their
case, “so much the bet-
ter”! In most cases, ju-
rors will never even be
aware of this backstage
maneuvering. Even af-
ter truthful information
is presented to jurors
in court, the judge will
sometimes instruct
jurors to disregard that
information when ren-
dering their verdict.

The Texas Uniform Jury Handbook, which we were given
at the start of the jury selection process, instructs, “The ver-
dict must be based solely on the evidence presented by the
parties, the Charge of the Court, and rules of law provided
by the Judge” (emphasis mine). Notice the contrast with the
instructions of Scripture, inspired by God, regarding cir-
cumstances requiring decisions of guilt or innocence. Those
involved in determining guilt or innocence were required not
to rely only on what they had heard, but also to make diligent
inquiry into the facts (Deuteronomy 13:14). Those judging
were only to proceed after they were sure that the facts of the
matter had been fully established.

Deuteronomy 19:15 provides important instruction
regarding decisions made in judicial matters. “One witness
shall not rise against a man concerning any iniquity or
any sin that he commits; by the mouth of two or three wit-
nesses the matter shall be established.” In the particular
case that I would have heard as a juror, the guilt or inno-
cence of the accused turned on the testimony of only one
witness. Under the laws of the State of Texas, this is per-
missible, and jurors are to make their decision based upon
how they weigh the credibility of the witness. However,
if I were to judge according to God’s instructions, I would
be forbidden by Deuteronomy 19:15 to render a verdict of
guilty upon the testimony of one alone—no matter how
credible he or she seemed.
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To serve as a juror, I would need to agree to use only the
rules of evidence acknowledged by the court. I would need
to agree to be guided by the laws of Texas as explained by
the presiding judge, whether or not they conformed to bib-
lical injunctions. I could not make such an agreement as a
Christian—one who is obligated to follow Christ’s example
and make all decisions based upon the word of God.

Mercy and Judgment

We have not yet examined another very important issue.
Scripture continually joins mercy with judgment. Jesus
Christ instructed His followers in Luke 6:36-37 to “be mer-
ciful, just as your Father also is merciful. Judge not, and

you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.” Righteous
judgment includes not only the standard of God’s law, but also
justice mixed with mercy. You cannot follow Jesus Christ and
disregard the importance of mercy.

In John 8, we read of a woman caught committing adul-
tery and brought before Jesus Christ by religious leaders in
Jerusalem. They asked Jesus to render a verdict and assess
punishment. The facts of the case were not in dispute, nor
was the penalty that the law required. How did Jesus re-
spond? He considered an additional aspect of the case: the
motives of the woman’s accusers. He stooped down and wrote
in the dust for a while, seemingly ignoring the clamor of the
crowd. Finally, He stood up—at this point, what He had writ-
ten must have become visible—and acknowledged both the
woman’s guilt and the prescribed penalty of stoning, adding
the caveat that the one among the group who was without sin
should throw the first stone. Christ knew that the woman’s
accusers were hypocrites, and He would neither play their

game nor fall into their trap. When her accusers melted away,
He offered the woman a fresh chance, coupled with the admo-
nition to “go and sin no more” (v. 11). God allows for repen-
tance and forgiveness.

As Christians, our decisions are to be guided by God’s
word. To agree to be guided solely by man’s law would be to
do something that Jesus Christ would never do! Now is not
the time for us to be engaged in judging the world. That time
will come, however, after Jesus Christ returns to this earth
as King of kings and Lord of lords. As Christians, we prepare
for that future by learning to make all of our choices upon the
basis of God’s revealed will.

While we may need to make judgments in settling
disputes among ourselves, and Church discipline may
sometimes be imposed upon brethren who persist in sin (1
Corinthians 5), we cannot impose God’s way on the world
around us. That will not be accomplished until God sends
Jesus Christ back to Earth. Ultimately, the governments of
this world will have to answer to the Creator regarding the
extent to which they applied—or failed to apply—His stan-
dards of right judgment. As Christians, our responsibility is
to love the people of the world (Matthew 22:39), to set an ex-
ample for the world, to take God’s message of good news and
of warning to the world, and to pray for the world—but not to
become part of this world (1 John 2:15).

As I sat with other potential jurors in that Texas court-
room, I knew that I could not in good conscience agree to make
the kind of judgment they wanted me to make. While the judge
and the attorneys examined the potential jurors, asking us var-
ious questions, I kept waiting for a question that would apply
to me. None of their questions dealt with religious objection,
though I had explained my religious objection in writing on
the questionnaire we had each submitted to the court. Finally,
we were instructed to go wait in the hallway while a jury was
picked. As we rose to file out of the room, I asked the judge if I
could approach the bench. She invited me to do so. I then told
her that I needed to bring something to her attention, and to
the attention of the attorneys involved in selecting the jury. I
then simply explained that, based upon my religious convic-
tions, I would not be able to render a verdict in the case. In less
time than it takes me to write about it, the judge excused me
and turned her attention to other matters.

As I walked away from the courtroom to my car, I re-
flected on the three hours spent at the courthouse. I had
watched man’s flawed legal system in action and had realized
afresh the truth of Jeremiah 10:23: “O LORD, I know the way
of man is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to direct
his own steps.” The time is coming in the years immediately
ahead when we will be able to assist Jesus Christ in imple-
menting God’s government on this earth. Then, we will truly
have a part in judging the world in righteousness! v
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OUTTO A
TROUBLEL

By J. Davy Crockett, Il

s Jesus walked the dusty roads of the Roman

Empire during His ministry in Judea, the reli-

gious establishment resented His presence and

His message. At every turn, they questioned His
motives and challenged His authority. When Jesus went to
Matthew’s home for dinner, His detractors found fault. “And
when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, “‘Why
does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” When
Jesus heard that, He said to them, ‘Those who are well have
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. But go and
learn what this means: “I desire mercy and not sacrifice.”
For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repen-
tance’” (Matthew 9:11-13).

Christ’s expression of compassion for those who had
need of healing, both physically and spiritually, acknowledged
their need for meaningful change in their lives. His profound,
proactive approach to the problems of mankind came to my
mind during a presentation by a renowned physician to a
professional group that administered workers’ compensation
benefits for employees affected by on-the-job accidents, inju-
ries, and diseases. These injured employees certainly needed
a physician and other services.

This highly regarded specialist had a phenomenal record
of returning people to gainful employment. He was an excellent
speaker, and he gave valuable insights into the basis for his suc-
cess in helping people recover. Beyond covering technical med-
ical information, he revealed his perspective, explaining that
he treated people who were “disabled, disallowed, disaffected,
and disavowed.” He then detailed his approach toward trying to
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restore them to productive lives. As I listened, I realized that he
had also described a major part of the ministry of Jesus Christ.

A World in Need

Looking at history and the conditions under which major
segments of the world’s population live today, we see many
people who are “disabled, disallowed, disaffected, and dis-
avowed.” There are poignant examples in many parts of the
world. Along the southern border of the United States, the in-
flux of people demanding to be allowed into the country over-
whelms immigration authorities. Other countries deal with
issues that are just as intractable and overwhelming.

“Well,” one might say, “these are tragic conditions, but
they are not new. We are not directly affected. We’re doing
okay.” For a reality check, visit some veteran’s hospitals, chil-
dren’s hospitals, nursing homes, or prisons. Go to the court
house on Monday mornings and see the parade of humanity
coming before the courts, straining the judicial system to the
breaking point.

While most people in Western societies do have food,
clothing, shelter, and at least a degree of medical care, a
large segment of the world’s population does not fare well.
Just as in Jesus Christ’s day, multitudes of people know that
they need help, healing, and deliverance. Hardship, diffi-
culty, and suffering have been the story of mankind apart
from God, cut off from the ways that bring peace, happiness,
and prosperity.

Down through the ages, there have been prophecies that
God would send a Messiah to bring light to these dark, gloomy
circumstances. For example, “The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land
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of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined” (Isaiah
9:2). Going on, verses 6-7 state,

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given;
and the government will be upon His shoulder.

And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of
the increase of His government and peace there will
be no end, upon the throne of David and over His
kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment
and justice from that time forward, even forever. The
zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

So, “when the fullness of the time had come, God sent
forth His Son” (Galatians 4:4), and the ministry of Jesus
began. “Now when Jesus heard that John had been putin
prison, He departed to Galilee.... From that time Jesus began
to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand”” (Matthew 4:12,17).

When people heard of His miracles, especially miraculous
healings, those who were “disabled, disallowed, disaffected, and
disavowed” thronged to hear Him (Luke 5:15; 8:42).

Analyzing these four descriptive terms brings the impor-
tance of Christ’s actions and example into sharp focus.

The Disabled
The word “disabled” refers to those who are at least partially
incapacitated, unable to function. It can mean crippled physi-
cally or mentally.

How did Jesus respond to this problem? The Bible tells us.

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their syna-
gogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and heal-
ing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease
among the people. Then His fame went throughout all
Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were
afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those
who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics;
and He healed them. Great multitudes followed Him—
from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea,
and beyond the Jordan (Matthew 4:23-25).

He had compassion and the power to heal them.
Everywhere that He went, Jesus was pressed by those with
physical illness and disease. “And great multitudes followed
Him, and He healed them all” (Matthew 12:15).

John the Baptist, a man of God and Jesus’ cousin, did no
miracles. When he heard about the miraculous things that
Jesus was doing, he sent two of his disciples to inquire of Him,
asking, ““Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?’
Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Go and tell John the things

which you hear and see: The blind see and the lame walk;
the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear.... And blessed is
he who is not offended because of Me” (Matthew 11:2-6).

When Jesus sent out seventy men in pairs, He instructed
them to “heal the sick there, and say to them, “The kingdom of
God has come near to you” (Luke 10:9).

As Jesus was preparing for His departure, He promised
the Apostles that they would receive the Holy Spirit, and
added this exciting prophecy: “Most assuredly, I say to you,
he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also;
and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My
Father” (John 14:12). Did these promised “greater works” ac-
tually occur? Yes! Acts 3 gives the inspiring account of Peter
and John encountering a man lame from birth who was beg-
ging for alms at the gate of the temple. “And fixing his eyes on
him, with John, Peter said, ‘Look at us.” So, he gave them his
attention, expecting to receive something from them. Then
Peter said, ‘Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I
give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and
walk’ (vv. 4-10). The man was healed instantly.

Later, as the apostles spoke at the temple, the Bible states,

And through the hands of the apostles many signs and
wonders were done among the people. And they were
all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch.... And believ-
ers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes

of both men and women, so that they brought the sick
out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches,
that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall
on some of them. Also, a multitude gathered from the
surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people
and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and
they were all healed (Acts 5:12-16).

Phillip, who had been ordained as a deacon, later went
down to Samaria and God did mighty works of healing
through him as well (Acts 8:5-8).

What about us today? What should we be doing for the
“disabled”? Paul put it this way: “Therefore strengthen the
hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, and make
straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be
dislocated, but rather be healed” (Hebrews 12:12-13). James,
the Lord’s brother, gave these instructions:

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is any-
one cheerful? Let him sing psalms. Is anyone among
you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church,
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil

in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will
save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he
has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Confess your
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trespasses to one another, and pray for one another,
that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer
of arighteous man avails much (James 5:13-16).

Will everyone be healed in this life? Probably not, but all will
be healed in the Kingdom of God (Revelation 21:1, 3-5). No
one will be disabled in the Kingdom of God.

The Disallowed
The disallowed are those who are prohibited, restrained, or
hampered—those refused and not accepted.

Many problems in the world are the result of discrimi-
nation based on race, ethnicity or national origin. God antic-
ipated this problem and gave specific instructions for dealing
with it. “One law shall be for the native-born and for the
stranger who dwells among you” (Exodus 12:49). The stranger
or foreigner had to obey the rules, but there was only “one
law.” God did not want the Israelites ever to forget that they
had been oppressed in Egypt for centuries. “You shall neither
mistreat a stranger nor oppress him, for you were strangers in
the land of Egypt” (Exodus 22:21).

God knew the human proclivity to “disallow” or discrim-
inate against others, so He emphasized His instruction on the
subject. There is no misunderstanding this plain statement:
“And if a stranger dwells with you in your land, you shall not
mistreat him. The stranger who dwells among you shall be to
you as one born among you, and you shall love him as yourself;
for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your
God” (Leviticus 19:33-34). The Israelites were not merely to
tolerate foreigners—they were to love them. There was also
instruction to remember the “stranger” during the Festival sea-
sons (Deuteronomy 16:11, 14), as well as to be fair in employment
practices and to remember the poor (Deuteronomy 24:14,17-22).

Foreigners or strangers have their part to do, but they
are to be given an opportunity. The core of the message was
that no one should be left out. “Gather the people together,
men and women and little ones, and the stranger who
is within your gates, that they may hear and that they may
learn to fear the LORD your God and carefully observe all the
words of this law” (Deuteronomy 31:12).

God’s instructions make it clear that we should not
scheme against those who are vulnerable. He inspired
Zechariah to write, “Execute true justice, show mercy and
compassion everyone to his brother. Do not oppress the
widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. Let none of you
plan evil in his heart against his brother” (Zechariah 7:9-10).

James gave a stinging rebuke to those who showed par-
tiality to the wealthy but showed disdain for the poor, whose
clothing revealed their poverty. He summed up his rebuke with
these words: “If you really fulfill the royal law according to the
Scripture, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself, you do
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well; but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are con-
victed by the law as transgressors” (James 2:8-9). Paul put it
succinctly, “For there is no partiality with God” (Romans 2:11).

We do well to remember the “disallowed,” assisting
them, including them, and meeting their needs as we are able.
No one will be disallowed in the Kingdom.

The Disaffected
To be disaffected means to be estranged or no longer
friendly—to be discontented or disloyal.

In difficult and confusing times, some lose their way and
wander from the tenets of the Bible and the Church. Feeling
hurt and betrayed, they may become hostile. It happened
anciently and in the time of Christ and the Apostles. It still
occurs today, and it will probably continue.

God sent a message through the prophet Ezekiel to false
shepherds who caused confusion, abusing and neglecting
the flock:

Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel,
prophesy and say to them, “Thus says the Lord Gob to
the shepherds: “‘Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed
themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks?
You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you
slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the flock. The
weak you have not strengthened, nor have you healed
those who were sick, nor bound up the broken, nor
brought back what was driven away, nor sought what
was lost; but with force and cruelty you have ruled them.
So they were scattered because there was no shepherd;
and they became food for all the beasts of the field when
they were scattered. My sheep wandered through all
the mountains, and on every high hill; yes, My flock was
scattered over the whole face of the earth, and no one
was seeking or searching for them™ (Ezekiel 34:2-6).

Jesus was constantly upbraided by the religious estab-
lishment, to whom He responded, “I say to you that likewise
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance”
(Luke 15:7).

Luke 15:11-32 gives the account of the “lost son” who fool-
ishly squandered the inheritance generously given to him by his
father, and in time found himselfin a pigpen in a foreign country,
hungry and alone. Defeated and humiliated, he returned home
and was warmly accepted by his father, who had thought he had
lost his son forever. James gives us a Godly perspective on such
cases: “Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth,
and someone turns him back, let him know that he who turns a
sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and
cover a multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20).
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God is concerned for the “disaffected” and we should be
as well. No one will be disaffected in the Kingdom.

The Disavowed
The “disavowed” refers to those for whom society denies any
responsibility—those turned away because they are perceived
as unworthy. These individuals have been repudiated,
rejected, or disowned, mostly for reasons beyond their control.
For example, a physical deformity or medical condition
that renders one “unsightly” or “grotesque” may cause a
person to be isolated, deprived of healthy relationships and
friends. Stigma from one’s past such as a criminal record,
acknowledged former addictions, bizarre tattoos, or other
aberrant characteristics may cause a person to be ostracized
until these off-putting factors are overshadowed or forgotten.
Tragically, widows, orphans, and the elderly may find
themselves in such straits, without the emotional, financial,
and spiritual support that they desperately need. Families are
often scattered or dysfunctional to the extent that support
for them is simply
not provided. Neglect
of these vulnerable
individuals is a serious
problem that occurs at

Just as in Jesus Christ's day, multitudes of
people know that they need help, healing,

(Luke 14:12-14). In doing this, He showed that we should have
concern for the disavowed, who are often overlooked.

Many places in Scripture make it obvious that God is
very concerned about widows, orphans, and immigrants
(“strangers” or “aliens” in the Bible’s language). In the Old
Testament, the instruction is clear—speaking of God, it states,
“He administers justice for the fatherless and the widow, and
loves the stranger, giving him food and clothing. Therefore
love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt”
(Deuteronomy 10:17-19).

This theme is continued in the New Testament. Paul
instructed Timothy to honor widows (1 Timothy 5:3). James,
Jesus’ brother, expressed the importance of providing for
widows and the fatherless: “Pure and undefiled religion
before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows
in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the
world” (James 1:27).

The Church takes this responsibility seriously. By
following the biblical instruction to pay a third tithe every
third year, we manage
aprogram that assists
widows, orphans, and
newcomers with needs
that are not being met

every level of society. d nd del ive rance. HardShip’ difficu‘ty’ alld for reasons beyond
Sadly, some still o . their control. Our
harbor disdain for sufferlng have been the Story Of manklnd help is usually not the

certain cultures or
ethnic groups outside
their own.

Jesus and the
Apostles in the early Church often encountered the disavowed.
The Jews avoided the Samaritans and looked down on them.
Jesus went through Samaria on His way to Galilee, though
other Jews avoided that route. At noon, He stopped at Jacob’s
well and asked a Samaritan woman for a drink of water.
Surprised, she responded, “How is it that You, being a Jew,
ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” (John 4:9). Jesus
used the opportunity to explain to her who He was and about
truly worshipping God. Rather than ignoring or deriding the
Samaritan woman, Jesus accepted and instructed her.

As Jesus had dinner at the home of a ruler of the
Pharisees, He used the occasion to answer the questions of
His host. As He concluded a parable illustrating the need for
humility, He added this lesson: “Then He also said to him who
invited Him, “‘When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask
your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors,
lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid. But when
you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the
blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay
you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just™

apart from God, cut off from the ways that
bring peace, happiness, and prosperity.

primary means of their
support, but we provide
a supplemental amount
to make up for what
they lack. It is important that we follow the instruction of
Jesus Christ in being aware of and providing for the needs of
the disavowed to the extent that we can.

As the collective Church of God and as individuals, we
should take every opportunity to:

* Remember the disabled and help them in any way
that we can.

¢ Accept the disallowed and guard against
discrimination or partiality.

* Reach out to the disaffected, who might respond and
return.

¢ Acknowledge the disavowed, providing
encouragement and assistance.

In doing these things, we demonstrate our love for our
fellow man, and we will be continuing the work of Jesus
Christ and the apostles as we look forward to the Kingdom of
God. At that time, these problems of mankind will finally and
forever be solved. @)
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Staying on Target with the
Charlotte BRiC Weekend

By William Williams

ver Memorial Day Weekend, May 24-27, the

Charlotte congregation hosted its tenth annual

Singles’ Weekend, the fifth since adopting the guid-
ing idea of “Building Relationships in Christ”—abbreviated as
“BRiC.” Sixty-one singles from around the continental United
States joined us this year for the event and enjoyed warm and
pleasant weather throughout.

This year’s theme was “Staying in the Center of God’s
Will,” and the planners, under the guidance of Mr. Jacob
Hall, went to work weeks in advance to prepare activities
that reinforced it. The hallmark of the BRiC Weekend—the
TED Talk-inspired “BRiC Talks”—most strongly empha-
sized this theme, but every activity was carefully planned to
reflect some aspect of making God’s ways and principles part
of our daily lives.

Regarding the BRiC Talks themselves, we heard from Dr.
Scott Winnail, Mr. Wallace Smith, and Mr. Mike DeSimone—
all ministers serving at LCG’s Charlotte, North Carolina
Headquarters office. Each speaker gave advice and stirring per-
sonal examples about how to remain in the center of God’s will.

Dr. Winnail gave strategies involving prayer, emphasizing
three ways to use this powerful tool as a means to seek God’s
will: prayerfully seeking wise counsel, praying for a greater
desire for and recognition of God’s will, and praying more
specifically for the things God wants us to experience.

Mr. Smith spoke about how “seeking God’s will” isn’t
meant to be a substitute for applying the principles He’s al-
ready given us and using them to make the best decisions we
can. He said that seeking God’s will shouldn’t be like looking
for answers from a toy “Magic 8-Ball” and reminded his audi-
ence that God has spoken to us through His word.

Mr. DeSimone provided the capstone personal example
when he shared a lesson about “driving” against God’s will.
He recounted a day in his life when he chose to go against all
advice and warning signs by making an unnecessary and dan-
gerous road trip through terrible weather conditions to see
his future wife.

Following the BRiC Talks, the singles sat down to a
Greek-inspired catered meal, followed by the Saturday-
evening dance. On Sunday morning came the Charlotte
Uptown Challenge, in which multiple teams of participants
took to the streets of the Queen City in search of scavenger
hunt items and “challenge stations.” Challenges this year
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included Bible Charades, cooperative physical activities,
and a run through the First Ward playground water foun-
tain. All the challenges reflected different aspects of the
theme of the weekend, which helped to keep the teams
focused on a larger goal than simply winning the Uptown
Challenge.

After along day in the sun, all made their way to the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Rod McNair for an out-on-the-farm cookout
and bonfire sing-along, which many have described as their
favorite part of the weekend.

Finally, on Monday morning, the tired but still enthusi-
astic singles gathered to hear an address from the pastor of
the Charlotte congregation, Mr. John Strain. He spoke about
the crucial differences that distinguish data, information,
and knowledge from each other, and the importance of hold-
ing on to the true knowledge we have been given. His lesson:
Obeying the truth of God is fundamental to staying in the
center of His will in a troubled world. After this, a number
of attendees went to alocal park for some Ultimate Frisbee
before saying their goodbyes.

The Charlotte congregation would like to thank everyone
who came for helping to make this year’s BRiC weekend such
an enjoyable and positive experience. As some participants
happily observed, the BRiC weekend created a wonderful
atmosphere for meeting new people and reconnecting with
old friends, which so fittingly follows the overall purpose of
“Building Relationships in Christ.” The final takeaway from
the weekend is to keep our eyes on the goal and keep aiming
for the center of the target— God’s will and our place in His
glorified family! @)




Living Education-Charlotte:
Our First Graduation

By Thomas White

Charlotte graduation ceremony. The staff meeting
room of the Living Church of God’s international

headquarters building was filled with the students’ families
and friends. The excitement of the graduates and those
present to support them was palpable, as the students,
seated at the front of the room, awaited their certificates. Dr.
Scott Winnail, the Living Education Assistant Director and
instructor of three of its courses, presided over the ceremony.

As the graduation proceedings began, Mr. Roderick
McNair, the Assistant Director of Church Administration,
asked God’s blessing upon the event. Dr. Winnail then
introduced the Director of Living Education, Mr. Jonathan
McNair, as the first to speak. Mr. McNair plainly stated
the focus of the Living Education-Charlotte program:
to support the leadership of God’s Church in its efforts
to spiritually feed the flock that comprises the Bride of
Jesus Christ, and to ensure that the next generation of
the Church’s leaders are educated in biblical foundations.
Following Mr. McNair’s address, Dr. Winnail introduced
evangelist Mr. Richard Ames, Director of Media Operations
for the Living Church of God. Mr. Ames detailed the

F riday, May 17, 2019, saw the first Living Education-
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Front Row (L to R): Ashton Young, Emily Crockett, Francesca Rodino, Yudith Lomas, Katie Webb, Tressie McNair,
Nathalie McNair. Back Row (L to R): Dr. Douglas Winnail, Jonathan Smith, Cobi Mann, Collin Winnail, Thomas White,
Geoffrey Ruddlesden, Andy Casey, Jacob Frederick, Mr. Richard Ames, Mr. Gerald Weston.

history and legacy of education in God’s Church, from the
Ambassador College institutions and Imperial Schools of
the Worldwide Church of God, to Living Education’s direct
predecessor, Living University.

Dr. Scott Winnail then had the pleasure of introducing
his father, evangelist Dr. Douglas Winnail, Director of Church
Administration. The elder Dr. Winnail also addressed the
purpose of Living Education as he offered reflections and
thoughts to the graduates and clarified the ultimate purpose
of true education: To enable all of us to serve God and serve
other people. This inspiring message served to invigorate
the assembled students and motivate them to apply their
knowledge of the true God in lives of heartfelt service.

After Dr. Douglas Winnail’s address, Dr. Scott Winnail
directed the students to rise. One by one, as their names
and hometowns were read, the students were each given a
hard-earned Certificate in Biblical Foundations, framed and
ready for display on office walls or living room mantels. Each
student was also given an officially-marked Living Education
binder, which was, by one student’s description, “swanky.”

Finally, Mr. Gerald Weston, Presiding Evangelist of the
Living Church of God, gave an empowering graduation address.
Mr. Weston reminded everyone of this world’s increasing
hostility toward God’s way of life, and assured the students that
they have a “rendezvous with destiny” as the end of the age
draws ever closer. Students were
encouraged to move forward boldly
in Christ’s name and to strive to
grow in His grace and knowledge,
not because such a task is easy, but
because it is right.

As theology faculty member
Mr. Kenneth Frank closed the
ceremony with prayer, the students
digested the spiritual food they had
been served not only throughout
the morning’s proceedings, but
over the course of their nine-month
Living Education experience.
Living Education-Charlotte’s
inaugural year having come to an
end, the students prepared to once
again step back into the world,
grateful for the training they’d
received in becoming greater
ambassadors for Christ. @)
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It’s Not
In the

Database

By Dexter Wakefield

ere at our Charlotte, North Carolina, head-
quarters, we have something very exciting—our
Living Church of God database! Well, at least
our database architect thinks it is exciting,
and in many ways, he is right. This database contains contact
information, literature requests, the Church’s accounting
records, and other helpful information. And it is regularly
backed up securely. Every time we publish a new issue of the
Tomorrow’s World magazine or the Living Church News, we
do a query—or “pull”—of the up-to-date mailing list. If you are
a subscriber or member, you are in the database, and that is
how you receive your magazine. We also use the database to
run statistical analyses of our operations. We cannot do the
Work without it. Our operation depends on the database!

However, I would like to tell you about something that is
not in the database.

When I was pastoring in South Florida, the Ft. Lauderdale
congregation was perhaps 40 percent Hispanic, 20 percent of
African descent (Jamaican, American, Haitian, and others),
and maybe 40 percent Anglo (like me). How did I know that?
The only way I could know was by looking around the congre-
gation—not by asking to look at the database. That is because
your ethnicity is not in the database, and never has been.
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The United States government records a lot of infor-
mation about its citizens’ ethnicities, and so do many other
governments and organizations. However, the Church head-
quarters office has never kept track of anyone’s ethnicities—
neither our members’ nor our subscribers’. I think that is very
appropriate, and I'll tell you why.

Different Countries, Same Spirit

First, a story: My wife and I had the privilege of taking a long
trip for the Fall Holy Days in 2015 to serve the congregations
in Australasia. We left Charlotte on a Tuesday, and following a
layover in Los Angeles, arrived in Auckland, New Zealand, the
following Friday—after losing a day crossing the International
Date Line. Although our bodies were a half-day off schedule,
seeing the brethren of the Auckland church for Sabbath ser-
vices and the Feast of Trumpets was invigorating!

The majority of the congregation in Auckland is ethni-
cally Pacific Islander, from such places as Vanuatu, Tonga,
and Fiji. Some indigenous Maori also attend there, while
most of the other brethren are of European descent. The
entire congregation gave us a wonderful, warm welcome,
which made us feel right at home from the moment we ar-
rived at services.

From New Zealand, we traveled to Melbourne and
Brisbane, Australia, for the Sabbath and Day of Atonement,
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respectively. Such beautiful cities! As always, our Aussie
brethren welcomed us like family.

We went to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, for our next Sabbath,
and then spent the first half of the Feast of Tabernacles in
Melaka, Malaysia. The ethnic Malays are Muslim, and since
Malaysia is officially a Muslim country, there are serious pen-
alties for Muslims who convert to other faiths. Non-Muslims
may freely convert to Islam, and the Malaysian government ac-
tively promotes this, while enforcing a variety of other laws and
statutes that limit what members of other faiths may do.

As aresult, the Malaysian members living there are
mostly of Tamil Indian descent, part of a non-Muslim mi-
nority. The women wore beautiful, colorful saris to services—
usually a different one each day (and my wife, Marcia, looks
great in a sari!). Although we were strangers in the country
and far from home, when we walked into the room for ser-
vices, we immediately knew we were with Church brethren. It
was that way in every congregation that we visited.

The second half of our Feast was spent in Baguio,
Philippines. The wonderful brethren there received us as their
brother and sister, just as we had experienced elsewhere.

In total, I gave ten sermons in four countries during that
Holy Day season of 2015. In each location, the brethren ex-
pressed love and support for Dr. Meredith, appreciation for
the Work, and love for and unity with their brethren in the
U.S. and in other parts of the world. And they wanted me to
convey their love to the rest of their brethren!

Throughout the world, the Living Church of God had more
than 50 Feast sites that year—many quite small. God is calling
out small groups of people all over the planet—some in remote
places. For instance, one year, Mr. Gaylyn Bonjour, head of the
Mail Processing Department at Headquarters, went to a small
village in a remote region of northeast Brazil, very near the
equator. There, he held the Feast for 147 people who have been
keeping it as members of LCG for 13 years. The village is too
small to find on a map, but God knows where His people are. He
is calling out small groups in remote areas all around the world,
giving them eyes to see and ears to hear the same things all His
other begotten children see and hear. Their faith and practices
are the same as those of other brethren around the world.

You can go to the Feast in Kenya, Argentina, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Sri Lanka, and many other places and immedi-
ately know that you are with God’s people. That is because the
Spirit we have in common is quickly recognizable!

“You Are Abraham’s Seed”

During the first century, Paul wrote to the Galatian Church
in what is modern-day Turkey, telling them, “For you are

all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of
you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there

is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise” (Galatians 3:26-29).

We are all joint heirs together! Of course, God is com-
pletely aware of our different ethnicities and can trace our
genealogies all the way back to Adam—no detail about us
escapes the knowledge of the One who loves us (Luke 12:6-
7)! The brethren I met were often different from me in
appearance, customs, dress, speech, and culture. Moreover,
God knows that our ethnic differences can be important
to us in this age. God created ethnic diversity, God loves the
ethnic diversity in the world, and so should we. Of course,
every culture in the world also finds creative ways to sin,
and God certainly doesn’t approve of that. Yet, so much
of what we do in our multitude of cultures is well within
the loving boundaries of His divine law—all expressing
ways to act on the principles in that law! However, in the
most important sense—that concerning who will be in the
Kingdom of God—our ethnicity is “not in the database.”
When you travel and meet so many diverse brethren, you
realize this. God identifies His begotten children in a dif-
ferent way—by His indwelling Spirit, by Christ living in
us. That identifies His holy people.

Dr. Meredith and Mr. Weston have both said that there
is a great sense of unity among God’s ministry. As I traveled,

I also saw a great unity of purpose among the brethren around
the world. I saw firsthand their love for their fellow brethren,
their support for the Work, and their excitement about God’s
truth. And they greatly appreciated being able to fellowship
with members from other parts of the world.

Speaking to Christians in Ephesus, Paul wrote,

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you
to walk worthy of the calling with which you were
called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with long-
suffering, bearing with one another in love, endeav-
oring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just

as you were called in one hope of your calling; one
Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all
(Ephesians 4:1-6).

As my wife and I traveled, we experienced that scrip-
tural truth firsthand all over the Australasian region.
However, the time will come—and now is—when there will
be increasing ethnic tension in the world—“ethnos against
ethnos” (Matthew 24:7). But may we never let it come into
God’s Church! Let us commit ourselves to doing as Paul in-
structed us: Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace.
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By Jonathan McNair

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity!”
—Psalm 133:1

There is a lot of talk about “togetherness” today. A recent
television series, aptly named “Togetherness,” attempted to
define the word as its characters tried to work out their per-
sonal differences in humorous ways. Sometimes, the word

is applied to an activity. At other times, it reflects a feeling of
warmth, intimacy, and fellowship. In reality, “togetherness”
can actually be a bit hard to define. Yet togetherness may

be the best way to describe the experience that our Living
Education-Charlotte students enjoyed this year, as we kicked
off our new program.

Together in the Classroom

The Living Education experience is anchored in our Bible
classes, as the students learn from God’s word together. The
classes review and rehearse the basic doctrines of the Church,
focusing on topics such as “Who and What Is God?,” “What

Is the Destiny of Man?,” and “What Is the Gospel?” Other
classes include topics concerning Christian living, such as
“Biblical Health Laws,” “Family Finances,” and “Keys to
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iving Education-Charlotte:

Godly Success.” Yet others involve surveying the books of the
Bible. Students learn about the themes, story flow, and back-
ground of each book of the Bible as they study it. As students
listen in class and tackle their homework and projects, they
learn about the Bible together.

And if they have questions, there is always someone to
ask. “What did the instructor say about the Red Sea cross-
ing?” “What was the date that Solomon built the temple at
Jerusalem?” If you didn’t catch the answer in class, one of the
other students is sure to have caught it! “When is that essay
due?” “What topic are we supposed to focus our video project
on?” When you are together in the classroom, someone has
the answer and is there to help.

Spending a full nine months studying God’s word along-
side other young people who are also passionate about learn-
ing God’s way of life is a special experience—and it certainly
brings the group closer together.

Together in the Dormitories

This year’s students came from all corners of the United States.
One student was from Florida, another from Mississippi, and
yet another from Oregon. For one young man, California was
home—and the best state of all! For one of the ladies, home
would always be Texas. Yet for this year, they were all together
in Charlotte, North Carolina, and glad to be here! Studying
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online is a great way for many of our students to be linked to a
common program. However, living side-by-side enhanced the
learning experience for these young men and women.

In the men’s accommodations, the guys share a kitchen,
though most have their own bedrooms. They have to learn to
live with one another’s peculiarities and get along. At first, liv-
ing with a person you've never met can seem awkward, but as
the year goes on, bonds of brotherhood form and cement. And
did I say peculiarities? To a young man who savors the flavor
of scrambled eggs with only salt and pepper, the habit of put-
ting ketchup on everything, including scrambled eggs, seems
pretty strange! Yet, learning to tolerate and even appreciate
the different preferences and habits of those around you is
a great step toward the patience, kindness, and forbearance
required in marriage.

The girls also live in a beautiful home, sharing the kitchen
and common spaces with one another. The opportunity to
have six instant sisters can be overwhelming! But as the
months go by, all the “sisters” develop a special place in the
fabric of daily life with one another. They laugh together, cry
together, share meals, and share challenges.

Such circumstances bring special meaning to “together-
ness.”

Together in Student Life

At the end of each hectic week filled with classes, homework
assignments, and work duties, the Sabbath provides an an-
chor. Students gather together on Friday evenings and enjoy
ameal as the Sabbath begins. One of the young ladies has the
special duty of creating the meal for everyone, and one of the
men acts as the host for the evening. Each week, they invite a
few of the local brethren to join the meal, extending the idea
of “togetherness” by bringing others into the home. Together,
everyone talks and fellowships—and together, the men wash
the dishes! Other activities, both official and unofficial, fill the

Several speakers at the Living Education-Charlotte graduation. From left to right:
Dr. Do.uglas Winail, Mr. Richard Ames, Mr. Ken Frank, Mr. Gerald Weston, and Mr. Rod McNair.

calendar, including trips to the seaport city of Charleston, the
Columbia Zoo, and the Great Smoky Mountains. In our activ-
ities, an important emphasis is placed upon the need to avoid
leaving people out. Since all the Living Education-Charlotte
students are individuals, possessing varying mixes of inter-
ests and preferences, it would be easy to fall into cliques of
like-minded students—but that would defeat the purpose of
being together in the first place.

Learning to dwell together harmoniously is one of the
most important lessons that our Living Education-Charlotte
program teaches. It’s important that the students who come
to Charlotte understand and desire that kind of experience.
With that mindset, living together makes for an enjoyable
learning experience.

Together in a Spirit of Fellowship

Living Education-Charlotte gives young adults in God’s

Church an opportunity to experience a year of togetherness.
At the same time, God is giving all of us in His Church the

same opportunity. In a very real and practical way, God is ce-

menting us together into His body. In Ephesians 2, we read,

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God, having been built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom
the whole building, being fitted together, grows into
a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are be-
ing built together for a dwelling place of God in the
Spirit (vv.19-22).

As members of the Church of God, we are being fitted
together, fashioned together, and built together into a body,
abuilding, a team, and a family. We are learning to focus our
efforts so that we work together in
God’s own Work. We learn to work
together harmoniously as we gather
together each Sabbath to worship
God. Just being acquainted with
each other and interacting from
time to time is not enough. Our
challenge is to function together as
one body, led by Jesus Christ and
fulfilling the desire of Christ as re-
flected in His prayer to His Father
in John 17:21. He prayed “that they
all may be one, as You, Father, are in
Me, and I in You; that they also may
be one in Us, that the world may be-
lieve that You sent Me.” @
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By Scott D. Winnail

even times a year, over the course of three Festival
seasons, we are blessed with the privilege of coming
before God on His Holy Days and presenting Him
with a gift—an offering. And often, we give additional
monetary offerings to God throughout the year. As God’s peo-
ple, we realize that He commands us to give tithes and offerings
(Deuteronomy 16:16-17). In fact, God makes clear that if we are
unfaithful in giving, we are actually “robbing” Him (Malachi
3:8). Yet, if we are not careful, it is easy to become indiffer-
ent concerning God’s commanded offerings—simply “going
through the motions” and failing to see those offerings for what
they are. What are some things we can do in order to give truly
godly offerings—in particular, Holy Day offerings?

Give from the Heart

Giving offerings in a truly godly way requires giving whole-
heartedly. God wants us to give and to obey Him from the
heart (Romans 6:17). In fact, God states that He “loves a
cheerful giver” who gives “as he purposes in his heart” (2
Corinthians 9:7). God does not want us to give just because we
feel we have to or begrudgingly. God wants us to give offerings
to Him because we want to, and He wants us to do this “with
[our] might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10).
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The example of the “widow’s mite” highlights a woman
who, although poor, truly gave from her heart (Luke 21:1-4).
This woman may have given very little in comparison to
the offerings of others, but Christ noted that “she out of her
poverty put in all the livelihood that she had” (v. 4). Recall,
too, how God invited the ancient Israelites to give offerings
for the creation of the Tabernacle: “Whoever is of a willing
heart, let him bring it as an offering to the LORD: gold, silver,
and bronze...” (Exodus 35:5). We later read that the Israelites
were so moved by the opportunity that they gave far beyond
what was needed and had to be restrained from giving more
(Exodus 36:6-7)! It is hard not to imagine that God was de-
lighted with their heartfelt response. Do we see giving an
offering as an opportunity to delight God and to demonstrate
that we care about the things He cares about? Giving offerings
is one of those special actions that God loves to see us take—
especially when we give from the heart!

Remember: It Belongs to God Anyway

How do we make sure we always give cheerfully and in a
heartfelt way? How can we avoid falling prey to Satan’s “fiery
darts” of greed and feeling forced to give? Our own context
and perspective are vital in making this happen. As we pre-
pare our offerings, we can remind ourselves of whose money
this is in the first place. The Bible warns us about being de-
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ceived regarding our blessings, and we should instead recall
that “Every good gift and every perfect gift” is from God
(James 1:16-17). The money, the resources—everything we
have is a gift from Almighty God! Everything belongs to God,
and the things we enjoy actually represent a portion of His
own possessions.

From what God gives to us, He expects only a small por-
tion in return. After all, if tithes and offerings were not God’s
to begin with, how could we rob Him (Malachi 3:8)? It is only
possible to rob someone if he or she owns the item in ques-
tion. When we remember that our tithes and offerings were
never ours to begin with—they have belonged to God from the
start—it is easier to set our minds upon giving them back to
Him. When we give an offering, we are returning to God a frac-
tion of the blessings He has poured out on us.

Praise and Honor God!

Tithes are a commanded amount—ten percent—of our
increase (cf. Genesis 28:22). However, offerings are dif-
ferent. With offerings, God directs each of us to “give as
he is able” and “according to the blessing of the LORD”
(Deuteronomy 16:17). Although God does command offer-
ings to be given, especially on the annual Holy Days, the
amount of the offering is a personal decision. In order to
determine the amount of our offerings, God wants us first
to consider our blessings: How much are we able to give,
and how has He blessed us lately? As we consider these
questions, we should also remember that blessings come
in many different forms—including monetary blessings,
to be sure, but also spiritual blessings, blessings of friends
and family, blessings of safety, healing, and God-given
endurance, blessings of being released from trials, and
the blessing of being a firstfruit. The list goes on and on.
God’s people, no matter their financial situation, experi-

ence an abundance of blessings that must be considered
as they plan their Holy Day offerings.

Ultimately, offerings are a powerful way to show praise
and honor to the great God (Jeremiah 17:26). Yes, God and His
Church certainly use our monetary offerings to do God’s Work.
But if God can create bread from stones (Matthew 4:3), He can,
obviously, create money from stones as well. The money itself
is far less important to God than the heart and attitude that
motivate our offerings. The monetary amount is simply a re-
flection of our heart. A stingy offering when we have abundant
resources shows God our hesitance and reluctance to commit
to and honor Him. However, a generous offering that truly re-
flects our many blessings is indeed an act of honor and praise to
God and something He loves to see us give!

Prepare and Pray

With Holy Day offerings, we are always able to plan ahead.
With the Holy Day calendar provided by the Church, we

can know years in advance the dates of these special days.
Because of this, none of us should ever be caught off guard by
Holy Day offerings. We should take care to prepare for them
well in advance.

One way to prepare for Holy Day offerings is to set aside
a monetary amount from each paycheck we receive, based on
the total amount we have in mind for our offerings. Smaller
amounts of money set aside over weeks and months add up
over time, avoiding the circumstance of burdening our budget
with a large donation for which we are unprepared. The New
International Version translates Proverbs 4:26 in the follow-
ing, helpful way: “Give careful thought to the paths for your
feet and be steadfast in all your ways.” Planning our offerings
and steadfastly setting aside small sums from each paycheck
enables us to consistently give more abundant offerings to
God than we otherwise would.

Another essential action to take in preparation for Holy
Day offerings is to pray about them throughout the year. As we
pray, we should ask God to give us the ability and the resources
to honor and give to Him according to how He has blessed us.
We should also pray about our own attitudes and motivation.
We need to pray that God will help us desire, even more whole-
heartedly, to give offerings of praise and honor to Him.

Holy Day offerings are a wonderful opportunity to give
a special, heartfelt gift to Almighty God—the One responsi-
ble for calling us and giving us His precious truth! For those
who have been in God’s Church for years and who have given
dozens of Holy Day offerings, this privilege can easily be-
come a rote or thoughtless habit if we are not careful. God
wants us to give truly godly offerings to Him every time we
give. As we approach another Festival season, let us all pray
about and prepare for this upcoming opportunity to give
truly godly offerings! @
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In Loving Memory

Mr. Rodney King

1949-2019

Mr. Rodney Gillies King died
peacefully on May 7 in Melbourne,
Australia, after battling cancer for
several years. He is survived by his
beloved family, including his wife,
four children and their spouses,
and six grandchildren.

Mr. King’s life began in a
beachside town near Wollongong, New South Wales, as the
youngest of three children, all of whom loved the beach and
the sea. From an early age, he showed a zest for life and a love
of singing. He had a larger-than-life personality and very
much loved engaging with people. He also had an unquench-
able optimism that stayed with him throughout his life. He
didn’t just see the glass as half full—for him, the glass was
filled to the brim.

In 1969, Mr. King entered Ambassador College in Bricket
Wood, United Kingdom, a young and zealous student. After
graduating in 1973, he returned to Australia and married
Shayne Cox, who had graduated from Bricket Wood with him.
Together, they raised four children. Ordained into the min-
istry of God’s Church, he served diligently and faithfully for
45 years. Some highlights of his ministry include pastoring
churches across Australia and New Zealand, serving as Area
Pastor for Papua New Guinea and the Philippines, and serv-
ing later as Regional Director for the U.K., Europe, and Africa.
He was a Founding Regent of Living University and a member
of the Council of Elders, and he wrote articles and presented
telecasts for Tomorrow’s World. He also oversaw youth camps
in Australia, the UK., Europe, and South Africa, and travelled
extensively to serve God’s people in many congregations
around the UK., Ireland, Europe, and Africa. In 2014, Mr. and
Mrs. King returned to Australia to be with their growing fam-
ily after eight years abroad.

Throughout his years of ministry, Mr. King’s heartfelt de-
sire was to share God’s truth, and he did that with God’s peo-
ple in almost every corner of the world. He drew on his love

of general history, his extensive knowledge of Church history,
his sense of humour, and his talent for imitating speaking
accents in order to reach his audience. He inspired people in
a special way to strive toward the wonderful Kingdom of God,
which he now awaits.

Mr. King’s family would like to thank the brethren for
their prayers and cards throughout the time of his illness.
This support was a special source of comfort to them all.

Mr. Alan Cornefert, 69, of the London, England, congrega-
tion, died peacefully on February 5 after suffering from serious
health problems, especially for the last few years. He first came
in contact with God’s Church through Radio London in 1965.
Baptized in 1990, he “gave his life unconditionally to the Lord,”
as he stated. A loyal, steadfast, and service-minded man, and a
true soldier of Jesus Christ, he was ordained a deacon in 2011.
Mr. Cornefert was dearly loved by his brethren, family, and
friends, and he will be greatly missed.

Ms. Jennifer Dunlop, of the Belfast, Northern Ireland,
congregation, died peacefully on February 6. Her funeral was
held in the home of her sister, Mrs. Valerie Burrows, also of
the Belfast congregation, on February 8. She is survived by
two sisters and other relatives.

Mrs. Genevie (Jenny) Engle, 94, of the Washington, D.C.
congregation, died on May 15. She and her husband Don, who
predeceased her in 2015, were baptized together in 1971, and
as the years passed, they served the congregation in various
capacities. Jenny was a devoted wife, and the couple’s love for
each other was evident to all. They traveled the world, danced,
ate chocolate, and were happy together. Mrs. Engle was hospi-
table and generous, and you did not leave empty-handed if you
visited their home. She was strong of will and in faith. Many
times when her husband was hospitalized, she was heard en-
couraging him: “We trust God, Don, we trust God.” Mrs. Engle
is survived by a son and two grandsons. Elder Ray Clore con-
ducted the funeral service.

Mr. William Thomas “Tom” Ferrell, 84, of the Temple,
Texas, congregation, died on May 13. He had suffered with
Alzheimer’s for many years. Mr. Ferrell served in the U.S.

We want to hear more about the happy milestones in the lives of our brethren. If your family has
had abirth, marriage, or major anniversary, please ask your local pastor to send word to the
Living Church News, PO Box 3810, Charlotte, NC 28227-8010 (or to send an e-mail to lcn@lcg.org).
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Army in Germany for two years before being baptized in
November 1963. He was a longtime elder in God’s Church. Mr.
Ferrell was beloved as a warm and friendly person with a good
sense of humor. He is survived by his wife Susie of 24 years,
four children, two stepchildren, nine grandchildren, and one
great-grandchild.

Mr. Robert Harrison, 79, of the Jacksonville, North
Carolina, congregation, died on April 1 after complications
from a heart attack. He was baptized on January 31, 2004. He
was the youngest of thirteen children and is survived by an
older sister and a son. Before health problems kept him from
attending services, Robert loved to give special music and sing
in the Feast choirs. Despite many health problems during the
last years of his life, he often expressed his commitment to re-
main faithful to his calling and the Work of God.

Mr. Bryan Ivy, 81, of Russellville, Arkansas, died April 30.
Reared in south Texas along the Mexican border, he was a col-
orful character and fluent in Spanish. He was baptized into the
Church of God in 1967. Mr. Ivy moved to Arkansas in 1974 and
served as an inspector for the Arkansas Health Department
for 35 years. A studious man, he read widely and loved history
and studying the Bible. He was also an enthusiastic gardener
who loved to share his produce. He is survived by his wife
Peggy Reid Ivy, one daughter, and one son. Area Pastor Phil
West and Elder Davy Crockett conducted his graveside service
on May 6.

Mrs. Nancy Knight, 74, of the Terre Haute, Indiana, con-
gregation, died peacefully on March 22. She was born on
December 18,1944 in Lawrence County, Indiana, and worked

as a certified nursing assistant for many years. Her baptism

in 1992 marked the beginning of a relationship with God that
lasted for 27 years. All will remember her as a delight to be
around and a private person who was eager to listen and lend
quiet encouragement. Her fondness for humor and laughter
was rivaled only by her love for chocolate. She was preceded in
death by her parents, a son, a half-brother, and a nephew. She
is survived by two sisters and many other relatives. She often
spoke of learning patience through her trials, and she placed
her hope in the resurrection and in the reality of God’s coming
Kingdom. Mr. Floyd Spencer gave a brief memorial message at
Sabbath services.

Mrs. Donna Knowles, 67, of the London, Ontario, congrega-
tion, died suddenly on the Sabbath of March 23. She had bat-
tled cancer for a few years, and it seems that God was merciful
and allowed her to go peacefully. Mrs. Knowles was a lovely
lady, loved by all, and always happy and positive. She knew her
life was in God’s hands. A memorial service was held on May
21, conducted by Mr. Shane Kruse.

Mrs. Bonnie Aline Woodward, 95, of the St. Louis,
Missouri, congregation, died on May 4. She was a longtime
devoted member of God’s Church, baptized more than 60
years ago. Although she was unable to attend Sabbath ser-
vices for some time, she often expressed love and concern
for the brethren. She enjoyed crocheting, quilting, working
crossword and jigsaw puzzles, and taking care of her flower
and vegetable garden. She also loved to read, and her favorite
book was the Holy Bible. Mrs. Woodward leaves behind two
sons, two daughters, numerous grandchildren, and a won-
derful legacy of walking with Christ.

Jacob John-Arthur Darryl Greene
was born March 27 to Mr. and Mrs.
Darryl (Elva) Greene of the Grande

Prairie, Alberta, Canada, congregation.

He weighed 9 pounds, 14 ounces,

and was 22 inches long. Jacob’s
arrival brings joy to the whole family,
including sister Alianna and brother
Jeremiah.

Ryan and Kristine Ksiezopolski,

of the Tannersville, Pennsylvania,
congregation, are excited to announce
the birth of their first child, Sarah
Nicole Ksiezopolski. Sarah was born

on March 31 weighing 7 pounds, 10
ounces, and measuring 21 inches long.
Mother and baby are doing well.

Hemi and Brenna Marrero, of the
Dallas, Texas, congregation, would like
to announce their newborn bundle of
joy, Jolie Lorisa-Cae Marrero, born
on May 14 weighing 5 pounds, 15 ounces.
Jolie Lorisa-Cae and new mommy
Brenna are doing exceptionally well.

Joe and Jess Matherly, of the
Indianapolis, Indiana, congregation,
are pleased to announce the arrival of

their son, Lincoln Bear Matherly.
Lincoln was born on April 6—definitely
awonderful Sabbath blessing to his
family! His two older brothers are
thrilled to welcome him home.

Ryan and Lisa Patterson, of the Dallas,
Texas, congregation, celebrated the
arrival of their second daughter,
Rachel Nicole Patterson, on March
23. She weighed 8 pounds, 14 ounces,
and was 20 inches long. Rachel is a very
alert and happy baby. Big sister Ava
loves giving her kisses and tickling her
toes!
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Mr. and Mrs. William (Barbara) Oswald, of the Columbia,
Missouri, congregation, celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary on February 21. Mr. Oswald serves as the associate
pastor of the Columbia congregation, which recognized this
milestone with a congregational meal—presenting them with a
card and gifts from their Church family.

Mr. Jacob Stevens and Miss Dominique Gagnon were
united in marriage on December 16, 2018 in Merrill,
Wisconsin. Mr. Sheldon Monson conducted the ceremony.
The bride, groom, family, and friends celebrated the occasion
at areception with dinner and dancing. The weather was
beautiful, the cake was exceptional, and the bride and groom

danced down the aisle to the tune of “Happy”! The couple
resides in Merrill.

Mr. Shawn Jacob Plagenza and Miss Lillie Lanell
Crowson were united in marriage on May 26 at five o’clock in
the afternoon at the Civic Center in Mineola, Texas, by Pastor
Gary Stein. More than 240 family members and friends

from all around Texas and other parts of the country were

in attendance. At the reception following the ceremony, all
enjoyed a Texas-style feast of beef brisket, chicken tacos and
all the “fixings,” as well as a wonderful evening of dancing and
fellowship.

ORDINATIONS

Mr. David Isaac Mungaian was
ordained an elder on September 21,
2017 by Regional Director Robert
Tyler and Area Pastor Rajan Moses.
Mr. Mungaian serves the brethren in
Bahau, Malaysia.

Mr. Paul Rempel was ordained a
deacon on March 3, 2018, by Canadian
Regional Director Stuart Wachowicz
and Area Pastor Marc Arseneault. Mr.
Rempel serves in the Prince Albert,
Saskatchewan, congregation.

Mr. John Wall was ordained a deacon
on March 24, 2018 by Canadian
Regional Director Stuart Wachowicz
and Area Pastor Marc Arseneault. Mr.
Wall serves in the Winnipeg, Manitoba,
congregation.

Mr. and Mrs. John (Barbara) Gibbs
were ordained deacon and deaconess
on June 9, 2018 by Presiding Evangelist
Gerald Weston, Canadian Regional

Director Stuart Wachowicz, and Area
Pastor Barry Walker. Mr. and Mrs.
Gibbs serve in the Kelowna, British
Columbia, congregation.

Mr. Clifton Newman was ordained a
deacon on September 24 by Caribbean
Regional Director Rick Stafford. Mr.
Newman serves in the Kingston,
Jamaica, congregation.

Ms. Tembra Way was ordained a
deaconess on February 2. She serves
in the Pleasant Hill, California,
congregation. Ms. Way was ordained
by Regional Pastor Jeffrey Fall and
Associate Pastor Jonathan Bueno.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald (Pauline)
Carson were ordained deacon and
deaconess on March 30 by Canadian
Regional Director Stuart Wachowicz
and Area Pastor Barry Walker. Mr. and
Mrs. Carson serve in the Surrey, British
Columbia, congregation.

Mr. Lance Blankers was ordained
an elder on March 30 by Canadian
Regional Director Stuart Wachowicz
and Area Pastor Barry Walker. Mr.
Blankers serves in the Surrey, British
Columbia, congregation.

Mr. Michael Walsh was ordained
an elder on April 26 by Area Pastor
Phil Sena. Mr. Walsh serves in the
Columbus, Ohio, congregation.

Mr. Jacob Kidney was ordained a
deacon on April 26 by Area Pastor Phil
Sena. Mr. Kidney serves in the Akron,
Ohio, congregation.

Mr. and Mrs. Glen (Linda) Clarke
were ordained deacon and deaconess
on May 18 by Area Pastor Barry
Walker. Mr. and Mrs. Clarke serve

in the Coombs and Victoria, British
Columbia, congregations.
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WHY A COUNCIL OF ELDERS? continued from page 2

Itis evident that the full meaning of Daniel 9:26-27 is not
completely clear at this time. We understand Jesus appeared
at the end of 69 prophetic weeks, and that three-and-a-half
years later—in the middle of a prophetic week—He was cut
off and we no longer need to make animal sacrifices. Whether
there is a duality to these verses, we do not know. If there is
a duality, this means we have the seventieth week fulfilled
by Christ and a totally separate week referring to what the
Roman prince does.

To restate clearly, the Council of Elders upholds the tra-
ditional and longstanding teaching of the Church that Christ
did fulfill the purposes of the first half of the seventieth week

week begins with the Second Coming of Christ (Revelation
11:15). Concerning the question of a seven-year treaty (cove-
nant) by a Roman prince, the Council feels it prudent to state
we do not want to be dogmatic about it at this time.

Daniel points us to the fact that animal sacrifices will be
stopped when the abomination of desolation occurs three
years and seven months prior to the end of the age (Daniel
12:11). And Jesus tells us the abomination of desolation is a
sign that it is time to flee. Therefore, we believe it is wise not
to focus on a seven-year treaty, but on the clear statement of
Scripture that the abomination of desolation and cessation of
sacrifices begins the countdown of 1290 days to the end.

(see Daniel 9:24), and that the second half of the seventieth

I WAS WRONG! continued from page 4

much as depends on you, live peace-
ably with all men” (Romans 12:16-18).

There are many scriptures on this
subject, and they are all easy to read,
but they are also easy to dismiss, claim-
ing, “That does not apply in my case.”
Is Christ really living in you, or is this a
meaningless mantra? I speak here not
as one trying to browbeat anyone, but
as one who also continually needs to
grow in Christ. Meditate on the scrip-
tures. Think about how they apply to
you, especially when you feel wronged
and know you are right.

From time to time, complaints
come to my attention about a minis-
ter who is thought to be mistreating
someone or teaching something not
quite right. Brethren, I have been
guilty of each of those mistakes on
some occasions. Yes, over a period
of nearly 50 years, I have missed the
mark more than once or twice—mostly
through ignorance, never through
intention to do so. I am not talking
about doing away with the Sabbath or
the law of God, but sometimes I have,
without wrong intent, spoken incor-
rectly about a scripture or prophecy
that I misunderstood. I have also over-
reacted in dealing with certain situa-

tions, but again, it was not with malice
or evil intent. I'm human. So is your
minister, and so are you.

Ilove Paul’s letter to the Ephesians,
where he speaks about keeping the
unity of the faith. “I, therefore, the
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to
walk worthy of the calling with which
you were called, with all lowliness and
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing
with one another in love, endeavor-
ing to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:1-3).
“Bearing”—or forbearing, as some ver-
sions render it—implies tolerating or
“putting up with.” True Christianity
involves putting up with the foibles and
weaknesses of other human beings.

Marriages often fail because one
or both fail this test. Some individuals
drop out of one Church of God to at-
tend a different Church of God because
they find that easier than putting up
with their minister or other members.
Some people stay within a Church of
God group, but physically move to be
near their favorite minister, one who
“understands” or promotes them. Yet,
Paul tells us that there are different
“gifts,” “ministries” (“administrations,”
KJV), and “activities” (1 Corinthians
12:4-6). No two ministers are the same.
This is one reason we try to train min-
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isters under more than one man. We
learn different lessons from different
individuals. Focus on what is good and
do not look for the bad. We should be
able to discern between a moment
when someone’s particular weakness is
on display and times when someone is
clearly falling into rank apostasy. There
is a difference!

Brethren, we must learn to get
along together. Pride and oversen-
sitivity are often at the heart of our
problems. Sometimes ministers are in-
secure and overreact when challenged
with a question they cannot answer, or
when being told they are wrong about
something. Both ministers and mem-
bers must put aside pride and vanity.
‘We must all learn to speak openly but
respectfully with one another, and
we must stop looking for the faults in
others. Remember Jesus’ admonition:
“Judge [condemn] not, that you be not
judged. For with what judgment you
judge, you will be judged; and with the
same measure you use, it will be mea-
sured back to you” (Matthew 7:1-2).

Brethren, let us all, members and
ministers alike, drink in of these and so
many other admonitions. Let us medi-
tate on how they apply to us. And let us
allow Christ to live His life within and
through us! @
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COMMENTARY

n the human experience, there is a great equalizer. No
matter who we are—rich, poor, or somewhere in be-
tween—everyone has the same amount of it. It is what
your life is made of.

I'm referring to time. Each of us has 24 hours a day, no
more, no less.

Each day comes and each day goes, and that time is gone.
Time goes by whether you use it well or poorly. Most people
will tell you that they feel pressured by time, as they manage
their many activities and all the demands made upon them.
And they will say they have real difficulty getting it all done.
Business pursuits, family obligations, and personal activities
outstrip the time to accomplish everything. Many people
suffer from sleep deprivation because they simply can’t get to
bed due to the demands on their time.

Time is so precious that it should come as no surprise that
the Bible has much to say about the subject.

In Genesis 1:14 we see that God created the lights in the
firmament “for signs and seasons and for days and years.” We
also see that on the seventh day of creation God rested and set
apart the Sabbath as special, holy time (Genesis 2:2-3).

King Solomon of ancient Israel—given special wisdom by
God—was inspired to write the classic scripture about time
in Ecclesiastes 3:1: “To everything there is a season, a time for
every purpose under heaven.”

So, we see that timing is important in all our human activ-
ities, and that we should set right priorities if we are to be in
harmony with God’s will.
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As Christians, we become even more cognizant of time
and how we should use it. We realize that time is short, as the
Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 7:29. Paul also emphasized
this theme and had a sense of urgency in his letter to the
church at Rome: “And do this, knowing the time, that now
it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is
nearer than when we first believed. The night is far spent, the
day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness,
and let us put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly, as in
the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and
lust, not in strife and envy” (Romans 13:11-13).

James, the Lord’s brother, put it this way: “For what is
your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and
then vanishes away” (James 4:14). Ask elderly persons about
their lives and they will usually tell you that life is short and
that time goes by very quickly in the human experience.

The Apostle Paul really made it clear in his letter to the
church at Ephesus when he said, “See then that you walk
circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time,
because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:15-16).

How then does one redeem the time? Part of the answer
is by observing the Sabbath and the annual Holy Days, looking
for opportunities to serve others, and not spending time on
foolish, wasteful pursuits. Now, that doesn’t mean that you
can’t take some time to relax, enjoy a good book, or pursue
a productive hobby. As human beings, we need an outlet; we
need a change of pace from time to time. But all of our activi-
ties should glorify God.

It’s your time—how will you use it?

—J. Davy Crockett 11T

The above is adapted from one of the many commentaries discussing vital topics
facing our world, available at the /cg.org and TomorrowsWorld.org websites.



